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It is an immense privilege to work with so many 
ambitious and idealistic young people and with the 

staff team who encourage, support and inspire them. 
Keira and Ahab’s reflections focus on the shared 
opportunities, the friendships and the enjoyment 
of such a positive learning environment which have 
moulded them as fine young adults who will cherish 
their memories of LGS.

It is this combination of happy participation and an 
aspiration to excellence in all that we do which makes 
LGS such a dynamic and energetic community, and 
one in which we can celebrate the individual talents 
and qualities of every pupil. There have been numerous 
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A Word from 
the Headmaster

Mr Watson

My Favourite Creature was this year’s topic for the 
school essay competition. Pupils could write about 

a pet, a prehistoric animal, an imaginary creature, or a 
particular species. They could also turn the topic on its 
head, writing about an animal they loathed. 12 winners 
were selected from the 75 entries across the school, with 
Dr Griffin acting as the final-stage judge.

There are few experiences as thrilling as glimpsing 
creatures in the wild. I am recalling the (very big!) hare 
and the red-spotted woodpecker that came into the 
garden of our rented cottage in the Highlands, or the 
times my family and I saw nesting puffins or friendly 

dolphins in Anglesea. Once at Pitsford Water, we 
watched a swan thrashing a cygnet, presumably so that 
it would swim away into independent life. 

Deer are perhaps my favourite creatures to come across, 
stealing along an adjacent forest corridor. Robert Frost 
wrote a poem called “Two Look at Two” that describes 
how unforgettable an experience it is when a couple 
out for a walk together happen to see a pair of deer, 
and the deer seem to stare back at them. In nature we 
can glimpse our own reflection, and something more – 
something transcendent and fleeting.

examples this year of intellectual curiosity and the 
resultant achievement. Our academic results, as 
published in the Daily Telegraph national league table of 
independent schools, meant that we were surpassed at 
GCSE by only one school with lower fees, and by only 
two at A-level. More pupils than ever received Oxbridge 
offers and a team of three Sixth Formers were placed 
runners-up in the Earth Prize from 1,150 teams in 116 
countries. The Cyber Foxes made it to the national 
finals in the Cyber Centurion competition, and Maverick 
Thinkers provided another opportunity for ‘thinking 
outside the box’.

The pages of the Leicestrian are replete with further 
examples of our pupils stepping outside their comfort 
zone and thus growing naturally in self-confidence and 
generosity alongside others. 

We have seen that this year in: our drama (“The Great 
Gatsby”, “Matilda” and house drama); our music-making, 
where pupils are always enthusiastic participants rather 
than conscripts; our sport, where proud representation 
of the school in the U12E girls’ cricket or boys’ rugby 
team means as much as the sweet taste of victory in the 
1st XI, VII or XV; the huge variety of enriching domestic 
and overseas trips which have made an exciting 
come-back after the pandemic; and in a broadening 
community service programme which benefits our 
pupils as much as the primary schools, charities and care 
homes which they support. 

My thanks go to Mrs Higginson and her team of pupil 
editors, photographers and journalists for recording in 
these pages the 2022-23 LGS adventure of ambition, 
opportunity and community.

A Word from the Editor

Mrs Higginson
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A Word from Heads of School, 2022 - 23

Keira Beatty and Ahab Iqbal
Keira:  During my eight years 
at LGS I have made many great 
friends and countless, unforgettable 
memories largely as a result of all the 
amazing opportunities that the school 
has provided. These have increased 
my confidence and helped to shape 
me as a person. I would like to thank 
all my teachers for their hard work 
and support over the years. My year 
experienced an unusual GCSE period 
due to the COVID pandemic. Staying 
at home doing online lessons with 
an ongoing reluctance to turn on our 
cameras on Teams, doing internal 
GCSEs and then suddenly being in 
Sixth Form was surreal and has made 
the last few years fly by. Serving 
as Head Girl this year has been an 
honour. I would like to thank Ahab 
for being a great Head of School 
alongside me. I would also like to 
thank our prefect team, as well as Mr 
Hunt and Mrs Village, for supporting 
us so well. 

Having the opportunity to bring the 
character of Nancy to life in the school 
production of “Oliver!” is something 
I will never forget. The comraderie, 
hectic Sunday morning rehearsals and 

wondering with one week 
to go if it was all going to 
come together all made for 
a very special experience. 
Music has played a large 
role during my time at LGS 
and I will very much miss 
First Orchestra, Big Band 
and Chamber Choir. The 
annual Big Band concert 
at the Little Theatre was 
a particular highlight. 
Throughout my time at 
LGS I have been a member 
of the hockey team and 
I will never forget long 
journeys to and from 
fixtures, singing on the bus. 
Playing my last season was 
emotional, particularly the 
last House Hockey -- lots 
of fun and very competitive. Playing tennis at the National Finals and the 
Eton doubles tournament were unforgettable – as were the Gold Duke 
of Edinburgh expeditions. I have had the opportunity to go on a variety 
of school trips, including the recent Madrid and Toledo trip. Mr Allen is a 
passionate historian and I attribute my enthusiasm for the subject to him. 
I especially thank Miss Haywood. She was my Year 7 and 8 form tutor and 
was instrumental in my decision to take Art History at A-Level. Her passion 
and knowledge are unparalleled and she has inspired me to continue my 
Art History studies at university. I am proud to be part of the LGS class of 
2023 and wish all my peers luck and happiness in the future.

Ahab: After years of counting down the days until the 
summer, it is mind-boggling to think that it’s only a matter 
of weeks until I become an Old Leicestrian! Looking back 
on the countless happy memories made within these walls, 
a highlight has been Chamber Choir. The atmosphere has 
always been cheerful, just like the comedic directions on Mr 
Ashwin’s manuscripts. I’ve also had a great time working 
with the Charity Committee. Keen to encourage others to 
get involved with the committee, on World Book Day, I once 
took a lunchtime detention-goer out of detention and put 
his book-selling skills to the test, instilling what I’m sure will 
be a lifelong love for charitable service. Taking on the role 
of Head of School has been an honour. I never previously 
realised just how much thought went into planning Open 
Days, let alone the headache that is getting everyone into 
St Nicks for an assembly when the chairs aren’t available. 
My tenure as Head of School got off to a shaky start with 
me almost falling off the Head Boy chair in the changeover 
ceremony. At first, doing readings in services was daunting. 
I used to get so worried that on the day of one of the first 
major services, I turned up to school wearing the jacket 

from a brown suit, and the trousers of a blue one. This 
year would not have been the same without Keira, and 
her incredibly loud laugh, alongside me. I will certainly 
miss nodding to her from opposite wings of St Nicks 
before we march down the aisle during assemblies. 

I thank all my friends over the last few years for the 
countless memories. Whenever visitors ask me about 
life at LGS, although I tell them about the amazing 
facilities and opportunities I’ve enjoyed, I always say 
that the best thing is the amazing group of people here, 
something you can’t fully appreciate until you’ve sat 
through an estimated 300 LGS assemblies like I have. 
A massive thank you to Mr Anderson, who was always 
keen to offer a biscuit and a cup of tea to passers-by, 
and to Dr Fulton and Dr Kendall for their guidance at 
A-level. Finally, to students, whether it’s that new club 
you always walk by at lunchtime or that role in the 
school production that you’ve been dreaming about, 
just give it a go. Seize the opportunities available at 
LGS; you certainly won’t regret it.

INTRODUCTORY

05



Activity Week
June 2023
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The Prep trip to London was one 
of the best trips ever. We did so 

many things in just four days and 
three nights. We stayed in a hostel 
which was called Lee Valley Youth 
Hostel. The rooms we stayed in 
were very exciting as we had bunk 
beds and our very own key fob to 
the room. The hostel had lots of 
green space around it which meant 
we could play outside. We had 
sunny weather except for the last 
day. While we were in London, we 
used public transport.

On the way to London, we went 
to Bletchley Park which is where 
all the code breaking happened 
during World War Two. We all 
got to see one of the last, fully 
functional, Enigma machines and 
the Bombe machines which helped 

the people there decode German 
messages. It is thought that the 
code-breakers shortened the war 
by four or five years. The next day 
we went on a Thames River cruise 
with a live commentary which 
told us all the different buildings 
and landmarks we passed on 
the way. We saw some cable 
cars which looked very fun, so 
we had a go on them. They were 
absolutely amazing. When we got 
off, we went to the Olympic Park 
to have our packed lunches and 
then walked to the Museum of 
Docklands where we had a look 
around and went to the shop. 
 
Wednesday was the highlight of 
the trip. In the morning we went 
to the Houses of Parliament. Not 
many people ever get to go there 

so we were very lucky. There 
was high security because of the 
important people in the building. 
We got to see a ceremony where 
some Lords and MPs marched 
through the hall and said, 
“Speaker” and after that, “Hats off, 
strangers!” It was really formal. 
We had a guided tour around 
the whole place, apart from the 
House of Commons where there 
was a debate going on. After that, 
we went to see “Wicked”!  It was 
an amazing West End Show. We 
loved it. On Thursday we visited 
The National Archives and saw 
some propaganda posters. There 
was one poster that had never 
been published because it made 
the mum giving up her baby for 
evacuation look too sad, so not 
many people have ever seen it.

Prep Go to London: 
Bletchley Park, the Houses of 

Parliament and “Wicked”
by Sophie Self-Pierson and Lottie Bowyer
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The AgriPod is a system 
designed to minimise fertiliser 

misapplication and its detrimental 
effects for farming communities 
in lower income regions. We use 
a network of sensor pods to paint 
a detailed picture of a farm’s 
soil. This allows us to produce 
a recommendation telling the 
farmer exactly when and where to 
apply fertiliser. 

Our inspiration for the AgriPod 
started when Aditya took a 
trip to Northern India to see 
his family. Having heard about 
farmer suicides in India, Adi felt 
driven to speak to the farmers on 
the ground. He found that they 
were struggling with inconsistent 
and poor crop yields due to 
outdated farming practices, and 
nowhere was this truer than in 
their application of fertiliser. Upon 
returning, Adi did some cursory 
research and quickly learned 
the truly massive extent of the 

problem. Whilst in developed 
nations such as the UK, fertiliser 
efficiency is upwards of 75%, India 
suffers a shocking 35% fertiliser 
efficiency rate. Adi mentioned this 
to the other two soon-to-be team 
members, and what started as 
idle chit-chat quickly led us to the 
realisation that, between us, we 
had all the skills we would need to 
develop a robust solution.  

Armed with an idea, some 
research and a working prototype, 
we looked towards sources of 
funding to bring our solution 
to life. The Earth prize, a global 
competition with a prize pool 
of $200,000, stood out to us. 
We had already been involved 
in some local and national 
competitions, coming second 
in the Big Bang Fair and first 
in the UK TeenTech awards, 
but the Earth Prize was on a 
different scale – over 1100 teams 
of students from 113 countries 

enter projects designed to fight 
climate change across all fronts. 
After submitting initial ideas and 
outlining their solutions, ten teams 
are chosen to enhance their initial 
submission and record a pitch 
video for the final competition. 
Finally, the thorough selection 
process is concluded through an 
interview with an intimidatingly 
impressive panel of expert judges. 
A few, nail-biting months after 
our entry into the competition we 
had reached the finals and pitched 
our idea in front of professors, 
ministers and CEOs from the 
judging panel. The AgriPod placed 
as runner-up in the competition, 
receiving a prize of $25,000 and 
an invitation to attend the Villars 
symposium in Switzerland.  The 
future of AgriPod looks bright as 
we move into our testing phases, 
gathering data and running 
trials. As a team, we’re all looking 
forward to bringing this solution 
into the field.  

How we Became Finalists 
for the Earth Prize With our 

AgriPod System
by Ali Kamel, Aditya Mathur and Lucas Hoffmann
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Young Enterprise Company, 
Nova with SpikeSafe

by Olivia Glover, Managing Director  
In September 2022, a group of 32 LGS students 

were selected to take part in the Young Enterprise 
scheme. It provided an opportunity to gain experience 
in financial management, creating a product that 
we could produce and sell, which would make a 
difference and impress the judges, allowing us to 
progress through the competition stages, competing 
against both local and national schools.

At the beginning of the academic year the team 
contributed £15 each to create shared capital 
which allowed for the first purchases, research and 
prototype selection.  During the first meeting we 
split into three teams – management, product & 
competition, and fundraising. The managers for each 
section led and delegated for their group, allowing 
the decision process to begin.  We brainstormed the 
various ideas, discussing how the chosen product 
might work. The ideas were then condensed, and 
surveys were undertaken to gauge opinion and to 
spot if there were any gaps in the market or a product 
that could be improved. After assessing the feedback, 
the Product & Competition Group, led by Zac 
Conneely and Ved Patel, compiled the final shortlist, 
deciding on a final product, SpikeSafe, a cover to 
prevent drinks from being spiked. Once the product 
had been agreed by the team, it was put into CAD 
(Computer Aided Design) enabling a visual picture 
of the result to be created, whilst giving the ability 
to adapt the product easily. This was then circulated 
to the whole team to discuss any improvements that 
could be made. Adaptations were introduced, and 
the first prototype was created. Concurrently, the 
fundraising group, led by Ziyaan Haq and Lathushman 

Vithiyatharan, raised funds by putting together 
hampers and raffle prizes for the LGJS Christmas Fair, 
and organising a Mario Kart racing competition. This 
allowed us the opportunity to invest in materials and 
experiment in differing production methods.

February 2023 presented the team with the first 
opportunity to showcase our product against other 
schools at the Beaumont Leys Trade Fair, where we 
were able to sell our product as well as discuss our 
thinking process for getting to the end result. Both 
positive and negative feedback was received from 
customers and judges, which gave us an insight 
into what we could expect in the final competition. 
We took this experience on board and SpikeSafe 
was further developed. In May, we took part in the 
East Midlands Competition held at the University of 
Leicester Business School, where six schools were 
all showcasing their own products. SpikeSafe was 
presented to the judges and was a great success as 
we came away with the Innovation Award.

Young Enterprise has given everyone in the Nova 
team invaluable experience in the field of business, 
learning to communicate with our peers, take on 
board criticism and overcome hurdles along the way.  
Listening to and accepting the opinions of others, 
as well as making decisions, sometimes unpopular 
ones, was all part of the process. It has enabled us to 
gain an insight into running a business and the hard 
work involved. Thank you to Mr Moore-Friis and our 
business advisors, Bal and Michael, who helped us 
through the whole process with knowledge gained 
from many years’ experience.  

SCHOOL-WIDE EVENTS
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The Advent term started with the usual frantic 
focus of House Drama. Every break and lunchtime 

saw rehearsals, prop making and costume planning. 
On the night, Masters struggled with their rhyming 
script and Judges got a lot of laughs their tale of 
Aladdin. Dukes wowed with their improv Romeo 
and Juliet, with a deadpan and dramatic Juliet 
played by Harry Khalid (U6). VCs won with their 
hilarious pantomime, with characters played by 
Adam Hyatt and Billy Wright Evans (Y10) being 
particularly memorable. In a House Meeting Mr Allen 
demonstrated just how to win Just a Minute, prior 
to pupils making their attempt in form time. Kahoot 
Quizzes in form time helped warm everyone up for 
the General Knowledge competition, showcasing 
incredible knowledge from pupils of all ages and a 
win for VCs. In Lent Term pupils competed in Spelling 
Bee, with a win for VCs. Judges achieved the win in 
House Singing after an array of incredible talent from 
all the Houses. No one will forget about “Coconut” 
for a while! Mental Maths also took place in House 
Meetings, with some impressively fast maths skills 
on show and a win for VCs. The fundraising for our 
House Charity, Rainbows, exceeded £1600 through 
an Easter Egg raffle, Valentines’ Day Hearts and 
treats sold at the Lower School Disco. Judges raised 
the most, thereby securing points towards the cup. 
There was a Creative Competition for each term: 
designing a Christmas Card in Advent, writing a piece 
on the theme of Diversity in Lent and capturing the 
spirit of Adventure in Trinity. The range of entries was 
wonderful and I enjoyed being part of the team who 
shortlisted entries before independent adjudicators 
picked their favourites, with an overall win for VCs. In 
lunchtime sessions, Masters won Chess and VCs won 
Darts.

The PE department supported a large range of 
sports in Games lessons. Dukes, Judges and VCs 
tied for Girls Hockey, Judges won Boys Rugby, VCs 
won Girls Netball, Masters won Boys Cricket and 

Dukes won Boys Hockey and Girls Cricket. The Tom 
Ellis Cross Country was a highlight as ever, with 
some incredible times and a joint win for Dukes and 
Masters. A special mention for Mr Ebbesen, who was 
instrumental in making the House Sport lunchtimes 
so successful and we look forward to strengthening 
the schedule of events next year. Judges won 
Basketball, Boys Football and Junior Girls Football, 
Dukes won Badminton and VCs won Table Tennis. 
We also enjoyed the annual Swim Gala, with great 
participation from all pupils involved and a win for 
Dukes. Sports Day was a fabulous day with only a 
short drizzle of rain and the present pupils were very 
involved and highly motivated. The rankings of the 
Houses fluctuated throughout the day with Judges in 
the lead for a large portion, but after an intense set of 
relays and the final points added up, VCs were proud 
to raise the Sports Day Shield, securing them the 
House Athletics points.

At the end of this year I was excited to introduce 
House Honours; an opportunity to recognise pupils 
who go above and beyond, motivate others, put 
themselves forward and represent their House with 
pride. We also presented the Angela Patterson 
Cup for Contribution to the House System for the 
first time, in memory of the former Head of Dukes 
who lead the House for more than 20 years. It was 
awarded to Dimitrios Valsamakis (Y9), who has 
embodied House pride, passion and determination 
this year in many ways. Thanks to all my fellow 
Heads of House for their continued support and 
enthusiasm this year, with a special mention to Miss 
Rothwell who is looking after Dukes House whilst Mrs 
King is on maternity leave. A big well done to Vice 
Chancellors on their win, securing the Midland Bank 
Cup for the first time since 2015 with a 40 point lead. 
Everyone I spoke to agreed that VCs have consistently 
worked very hard this year and fully deserve the win. 
Congratulations also to Miss Hill, only in position as 
Head of House for one year, what an achievement!

Senior Head of House Report
by Miss Allcoat

THE LEICESTRIAN
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House Drama
by Florence Warren (Photo featuring Duke’s house)

After a long three years, due to the pandemic, 
House Drama took place again in October 

2022 at the end of the first half-term and certainly 
lived up to our expectations. The performances 
ranged from well-known fairytales to a gender-
swapped parody of “Romeo and Juliet”. Each 
house managed to deliver a brilliant performance, 
despite only having had four weeks for rehearsals.

Judges performed the very popular “Aladdin”. 
The house did a fine job of capturing the essence 
of a pantomime with brilliant timing, extravagant 
costumes and brilliant sound and lighting. Edward 
Livermore (Year 8) played the starring role with 
charisma and humour. Max Teasdale (Year 9) 
played the evil villain, and had great comedic 
timing for his ‘evil’ one-liners whilst contrasting 
hilariously with Riyaan Parmar (Yago). Tess Corry 
(Year 8) played a fantastic bright blue genie 
and, due to the brilliant sound and lighting, 
could appear like magic. Unlike any other house, 
Judge’s piece featured live music between 
scenes, played by Elena Bensi, Sarah Inchley, 
Tom Onions and Riana Pathmanathan (6th form), 
and these four students also helped direct the 
play. Masters performed the classic pantomime 
“Dick Whittington”. It was a funny and interactive 
piece with a very large cast including fairies 
and evil rats. It followed the classic storyline, 
however it also included some major plot twists 
such as washing up on “Love Island”, which 
was hosted by William Wale (Year 13). Dukes 
performed “Romeo and Juliet”: Juliet was 

performed brilliantly by Harry Khalid and Romeo 
was played by both Ella Baigent and Maariyah 
Karim. The house did a brilliant job of turning a 
popular Shakespearean tragedy into a comical 
performance, with a keen eye for the absurdity 
of some of the tragic decisions taken. VC’s 
performance was called “Once Upon a Time 
in Fairyland” and featured traditional fairytale 
characters with a twist. Narrated by Ali Khan, 
this tale followed the charismatic Wicked Queen 
(Adam Hyatt) and her ever-faithful husband, 
Darryl (Billy Wright-Evans), in their quest to 
find Cinderella (Ella Kitchen) and ensure that 
the Queen remains the fairest of all in Fairyland, 
meeting Goldilocks and Snow White along the 
way. Jed Simpkin and Jamie Weare gave inspired 
performances as Cinderella’s step-sisters, as well 
as Oscar Fraser as the Prince. 

VC’s was selected as the winner, with Dukes 
coming in second, followed by Judges, then 
Masters. Mr Watson stated, “The whole evening 
was really fun and very uplifting. All four 
productions had many fine qualities and were 
a great credit to everyone involved, but the 
judges were unanimous in their choice of VCs 
as winners. The play selected cleverly enabled 
plenty of variety and involved lots of pupils of 
different ages, many of them in speaking parts. 
Diction was clear, acting was confident, and it 
was a highly entertaining performance, with 
pupils obviously enjoying working with each 
other: a super team effort!”

SCHOOL-WIDE EVENTS
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“This is, without doubt, a highlight in the Year 11 
calendar and this year did not disappoint. Students 
made a real effort to look absolutely fabulous to 
attend a fantastic event organised superbly by the 
Friends of Leicester Grammar School. On behalf of the 
students, I would like to thank the Friends for all their 
hard work in organising the event which was hugely 
appreciated by all there. I would also like to thank the 
staff who helped run the event, without which the 
event would not run and the experience would be 
lost.” Mr Troy Thacker, Head of Year 11

“Leicester Grammar School’s prom was a captivating 
affair of music, dancing and laughter. St. Nicks 
was transformed into a stunning backdrop, with 
photographers and a photo booth to capture the 
glamour and exciting moments. Students were 
dressed impeccably for the occasion -- from velvet 
tuxedos to three-piece suits, from ballgowns to 
stunning dresses. Everyone was taken aback by Boris 
Dring’s outstanding performance on the dancefloor 
when “Dare” by Gorillaz came on. The night ended 
with a few spilt drinks and tired feet, but it was a 
testament to the unforgettable memories created over 
the last few years. Students laughed and reminisced as 
they bid farewell to their high school years, cherishing 
the bonds they had forged. With hearts full of joy and 
a touch of nostalgia, they left the event with a sense 
of anticipation for the bright futures that awaited 
them beyond the school’s walls. The night may have 
come to a close, but the spirit of camaraderie and 
celebration would forever remain etched in their 
minds, reminding them of the incredible journey they 
had shared.” Rishan Raja, Year 11

March 25, 2023 

Year 11  
Prom
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Lucy Weston, U6th form: 
Even as a four-year-old, was I able 
to grasp the importance of Her 
Majesty, the Queen as a figure of 
grace, dignity and intelligence. 
There was a sort of excitement but 
also nerves in the air in the lead-up 
to her arrival at Leicester Grammar 
School in 2008. I remember that 
every drain and man-hole cover 
on the school site was checked 
and sealed, which my younger self 
thought was so that she didn’t fall 
down the drains, but I now know 
it was to protect her security. I 
remember that we all lined up 
outside the front entrance, lining 
the path to which the Queen 
and Prince Phillip then walked 
down into the foyer. We waved 
our British flags and we smiled 
our widest smiles, feeling a great 
sense of pride as they went past. 
Later on in the day, Her Majesty, 
the Queen came into Kinders 
with Mrs Strong, who was Head 
of Infants at that point, and I was 
painting. Her magnificent presence 
was felt immediately as she stood 
and observed, showing a genuine 
interest in what we were doing. I 
don’t remember exactly what she 

said, but I remember her asking me 
something (I imagine she asked 
what I was painting), but because 
I was so engrossed in my artwork 
I didn’t reply. Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II served our country so 
greatly and I feel privileged to say 
that she opened our school and 
grateful that I was able to be a part 
of that very special day. 

Mr Trevor Allen, History teacher 
and former Head of 6th Form:
When the Queen and Prince 
Philip visited the school for the 
official opening just after we had 
relocated to Great Glen there was, 
of course, much excitement and 
some very careful planning. My 
abiding memories are twofold, one 
is of the security measures that 
were put in place days before she 
arrived. A large team of security 
people, police and dogs arrived 
and conducted an intensive search 
of the building, opening lockers, 
checking drains etc, and secondly, 
I was given a task of huge 
importance (well I thought so!) 
and that was to start the applause 
from the whole school as soon as 
the Royals entered the Hall. The 

applause the Queen received was 
prolonged and loud and so I can 
say that I played some small part 
in making the day a memorable 
one. Far more significant was that 
everyone the Queen and Prince 
Philip met and talked to on the 
day (sadly not including me) all 
said how engaged, interested, 
gracious and supportive the two of 
them were. Certainly, this was one 
of the ‘great’ days in my long time 
at LGS.

Mrs Lesley Midgley, Librarian:
When the Queen and the Duke 
of Edinburgh visited, I was in the 
library when the Duke presented 
Duke of Edinburgh awards to 
some 6th formers. We stayed in 
the library during most of the 
visit. We (library staff, Nurse Julia 
and the 6th formers) watched the 
Queen as she walked along the 
street. My three notable memories 
are: how small she was, how very 
excited and in awe the very cool 
and worldly-wise 6th formers 
were and how often the library 
windows were cleaned in the 
period up to her arrival (not by 
me, I hasten to add).

Remembering Queen Elizabeth II
1926-2022
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SCHOOL-WIDE EVENTS

Zayaan Muhamad - Sachin 
Tendulkar scores first double 
century in One Day International 
(ODI) cricket

Vaani Patel - Queen Elizabeth II’s 
Diamond Jubilee 
Ella Kitchen - Prince George, our 
future king, is born 
Niamh Austin - Facebook CEO, 
Mark Zuckerberg, says site passes 
a billion users, (the rise of social 
media) 

Luke Inchley - Novak Djokovic wins 
first Wimbledon title

Jasper Mayer - Leicester City win 
the Premier League 

Georgia Hurd - Greta Thunberg 
rips into world leaders - Climate 
change 

Abia Thangal - UK hosts third 
Olympic Games 

Abiya Hussein - Same sex marriage 
law passed

Nandini Waghela - USA makes 
Woman’s World Cup history 

Veera Vaitha - Prince Harry marries 
Meghan Markle 

Lottie Burton - 100th anniversary 
of the end of the First World War

Julia Rattay - Beast from the East 
storm 

Issey Lynch - Andy Murray wins 
Wimbledon 

Zoe Ellis - NASA finds flowing 
water on Mars 

Yagmur Gurer - Black hole pictured 
for the first time 

Alisha Mistry - UK economy comes 
out of recession.

Safaa Shaikh - Skydive record 
broken

Artwork by 
LGS Students 
for the Queen’s 
Platinum 
Jubilee, 2022:  
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Starting the Advent 2022 term off strongly was 
Heritage Week, run by EMBRACE, formerly known 

as the Diversity and Inclusion Group. There were 
various assemblies, surveys sent out during form 
time for us to reflect on our own heritages, cultural 
foods being served in the refectory, and a returning 
favourite: Culture Day! 

It would be safe to assume that we all enjoy the 
novelty of wearing our own clothes to school, 
however, other things that add to the unique 
atmosphere of Culture Day include the vibrant 
colours, the beautifully designed garments, the 
intricate details and accessories and of course the 
comical takes on cultural dress that make us all 
smile.  Every person has their own preference as to 
whose outfit was the best of the day, however, whilst 
enjoying the excitement we all were absorbing the 
real message of the day.  Seeing the rich mixture of 
cultures within our school community, we understand 
our differences and see the beauty in differing beliefs 
and backgrounds. We understand the preciousness 
of our own cultures by seeing them celebrated by the 
whole school community, but also, we can learn more 
about our cultures from others who share similar 
backgrounds.  

The theme of our annual Foundation Day Service 
was “Many Cultures, One Community” which is a 
very fitting theme at Leicester Grammar School. 
Our school’s student body is incredibly diverse, 

from people whose ancestry has always been from 
Leicestershire to people who are from countries I’m 
sure many of us have never heard of. We had several 
speakers from the Lower School, Middle School and 
the Sixth Form talk about their cultural backgrounds, 
what they particularly enjoy about their culture and 
how culture affects their lives.  Our cultural heritage 
allows us to connect with our roots, which is vital to 
understanding our own individuality as people. During 
Heritage Week there was also a panel event in which 
members of EMBRACE had the opportunity to answer 
questions and discuss issues surrounding heritage 
and acceptance within our school community. These 
discussions were especially topical as October is also 
British Black History month, although the majority 
understand that cultural history deserves to be 
spoken about and respected throughout the year.

I feel it is a common occurrence for people, myself 
included, to have felt a sense of shame regarding their 
own culture especially at a younger age. The reality is 
that these sentiments are still held by lots of people 
within our school community and events such as 
the ones held during Heritage Week are imperative 
for everyone to feel cultures are to be loved and 
showed off with pride. With a stronger sense of pride 
in our cultures, it is hoped that we will all continue 
to develop our attitudes towards our own heritage 
and the heritage of others in the future and be more 
tolerant to the cultural beliefs and customs of others 
in our daily lives. 

Embracing our Culture: 
Heritage Week

by Meghna Rao

THE LEICESTRIAN

18
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This year, we say farewell 
to a large cohort of 

Year Thirteens, who have 
supported the work of the 
Chapel. They go with my 
thanks and best wishes. 
Encouragingly, there is a 
younger group (pictured 
above) ready to take over 
the reins, and I am confident 
they will be able to carry on 
the excellent work. I’m also 
hugely grateful to a number 
of staff for their time and 
energy: Dr Ainge (Organist); 
Mr Barker, Mrs McPherson 
and Mr Ashwin (Music); and 
Mr Stagg (Technical). As 
they say, the show could not 
go on without them. “Trust 
in the Lord with all your 
heart, and lean not on your 
own understanding. In all 
your ways acknowledge Him, 
and He will make your paths 
straight.”  (Proverbs 3:5-6)

In this largely secular society, 
why is there provision made 
for a Chaplaincy within the 
school? I would suggest 
three reasons...

2022-23 

Chapel 
Report
by Mr Millward

Chapel brings the school community together.
This year we have gathered to mark the passing of Queen 
Elizabeth and the Coronation of King Charles. St Nic’s is the only 
place in school where we come together to recognise events, 
whether related to the school (Foundation Day, start and end of 
year services), the country (Remembrance), or faith (Christmas, 
Lent & Easter), and pupils are expected to attend, although they 
can choose whether to be observers or participants. I am part of 
a School Chaplains’ group. When struggles and challenges occur 
(such as the high-profile tragedy of the death of a Head teacher 
at Epsom College), behind the scenes Chaplains are working 
hard and discussing with one another how to be as supportive 
as possible to the communities they serve, and to make the 
Chapel that place of coming together in times of difficulty. 

Chapel forms part of pupils’ memories.
When independent school alumni attend reunions, the two 
places they often revisit are their boarding house and Chapel. I 
think this shows the value people attach to Chapel. It is my hope 
that at LGS memories of times spent in St Nics are valued.

Faith is alive. Many within the school community are active 
members of their faith groups, and I see it as a crucial part of my 
role to support that as much as possible. Within the Christian 
services, I do what I can to point the community to Jesus Christ, 
and who He claimed to be. I seek to convey that He provides 
hope in all situations, no matter how hopeless they seem. Also, 
the Chaplaincy extends beyond events in St Nic’s. The Christian 
Union meets on Friday lunchtimes, as do the Muslim pupils, to 
pray corporately. We had an assembly on Diwali in the Advent 
Term, and I have run occasional ‘apologetics’ talks, with the aim 
of getting pupils – perhaps even the agnostics -- to engage with 
faith issues. 

19



Interview by Meerub Iqbal (photo by Mrs Hunt)

Mrs James has been working in the 
Reprographics Office at LGS since 1992, 
having begun at the old site in central 
Leicester. 

What have been your most memorable 
moments at Leicester Grammar School? 
 I have enjoyed attending so many 
productions that the school has put on over 
the years, from “We Will Rock You” to “Sweet 
Charity” and “West Side Story”. I have also 
spent time singing in the choir and was able 
to go and sing at Coventry Cathedral, which 
is a fond memory I will take with me when I 
leave Leicester Grammar School. The highlight 
though must be seeing the Queen and Prince 
Phillip when they visited the school, standing 
in the foyer at LGS whilst I stood on the stairs.  
 
What will you miss the most after leaving 
Leicester Grammar School? 
 I will miss the laughter and amusing tales 
from my colleagues and the staff, people 

who would always bring a smile to my face. 
I will also miss the Christmas services and 
Carol Services when many of the OLs come 
to visit. I am going to miss the variety of life, 
where every day was different. It is easy to 
say there was never a dull moment! I am also 
going to miss the support staff, especially Mrs 
Shepherd, a good friend and someone who 
I am very proud to have worked with for 14 
years. 
 
What are your plans for the future after you 
leave LGS? 
I am planning to enjoy life to the fullest 
by visiting places in the UK which I have 
not had the chance to see previously and, 
in particular, I would like to take a tour of 
Scotland and learn more about my family 
history. Alongside this, I want to live more 
spontaneously, taking long walks, meeting 
friends and family more, and also getting a 
chance, finally, to finish the patchwork quilt I 
have been working on. 

Farewell to Mrs James
Reprographics

THE LEICESTRIAN
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Year 8’s 

Ski Trip in Italy
by Araminta Mather

After months of waiting 
impatiently for December 15th, 

2022 to come around, the day of 
departure for our ski trip was finally 
here. We arrived at school at 2:00 
am (way too early for anyone to be 
awake) and got onto the coach with 
ski coats in hand and lots of snacks. 
Soon we arrived at Manchester 
Airport and even those who had 
fallen asleep were still tired when 
we had the passport checks done. 
When we went through the border 
control point at Milan and collected 
our suitcases, Miss Campbell’s 
suitcase was nowhere to be seen. 
After a long search, we had to get 
on the coach without it. 

The coach took us to Passo Tonale 
and when we got off it was pitch 
black all around, apart for the white 
snow covering our feet. We then 

had dinner – pasta, of course – and 
in the morning we got kitted up 
and got our skis and boots and 
then met our instructors: Chris, JB, 
Sylvia, Laura and Mirco. Over the 
week, everyone enjoyed mornings 
and afternoons of non-stop skiing. 
One day we went up the cable 
car and visited the glacier, 3,000 
metres up. In the evenings we went 

swimming at a local swimming 
pool, or went sledding and 
tobogganing, which made everyone 
smile. We also enjoyed a quiz night 
that included a scavenger hunt 
around the hotel and a movie night 
when we all enjoyed a film. On our 
last night, we had a disco and it was 
so much fun.  Thanks to Dr Fulton 
for organising this trip.
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We would like to thank everyone 
who helped with World Book Day 

celebrations on March 2, 2023. Our theme 
was Books of the World and the activities and 
competitions were around this theme.

Lunchtime activities in the library were very 
well attended. The atmosphere was busy but 
surprisingly calm. We had about 20 pupil 
helpers from Years 10-13 who promoted 
activities and helped younger pupils. 

Lots of pupils took part in World Book 
Day golf, where books and other library 
fixtures were used as obstacles. Each hole 
represented a country and the hole number 
was named after the Dewey Decimal number 
for that country. 

About 60 pupils entered our treasure hunt 
and found book covers hidden around school 
- the books being set in various different 
countries of the world.

Staff members joined us to talk about a book 
from around the world.

The Charity Committee book sale raised 
about £150 selling old library stock and 
donated books. This money will be donated 
to Bookmark, a UK charity supporting 
children with reading difficulties.

Books of 
the World
by Mrs Midgley, School Librarian 
(Photos by Mrs Hunt)

THE LEICESTRIAN

22



SCHOOL-WIDE EVENTS

Left or Right Bank: which Group of New 
Wave Filmmakers had the greatest Impact 
on Contemporary French Auteur Cinema?
An Extract from Sophie Levy’s EPQ Essay

In her 1996 book “The Companion to French Cinema”, 
Ginette Vincendeau notes that the New Wave “lacked 

an interest in political or social issues, concentrating 
on personal angst among the (male) Parisian middle 
class”. However, this view of the New Wave is mainly 
restricted to the Cahiers group, as the author goes on 
to state that the “less media-prominent band of film-
makers known as the ‘Left Bank group -- Chris Marker, 
Alain Resnais and Varda -- showed greater political 
awareness”. Whilst a lot of Vincendeau’s work on the 
New Wave seem to have a lean towards the Left Bank, 
particularly the work of Varda, her statement here is 
backed up by critic Daniel Fairfax. The films of modern 
French auteurs certainly align with the politics of the 
left rather than the right bank, as Sciamma takes the 
baton from Agnès Varda as a prominent feminist film 
maker, with Christophe Honoré and Francois Ozon 
also exploring LGBT+ issues. Whilst most discourse 
surrounding the Left Bank concerns their radical 
politics, the group’s impact on film-making style is 
certainly underestimated (bar Alain Resnais, whose film 
“L’année Dernière à Mariambad” is appreciated on a 
similar level to the Cahiers group).

The impact Agnès Varda has had on cinema is 
largely as a feminist rather than for her film-making 
techniques. Unlike the films of the Right Bank which 
“fetishise women as objects of desire”, Varda’s film 
“Cléo” was able to criticise the male gaze more than 
ten years before the term was coined by Laura Mulvey. 
In the first half of her film, Cléo is confined to how she 
is viewed by men, but as the film reaches its turning 

point, Cléo is liberated from the male gaze. As the 
film shifts into the female gaze, it becomes apparent 
just how restricting the portrayal of women by Right 
Bank filmmakers was. This erasure of the male gaze 
as Cléo is liberated is also where Varda’s influence on 
Sciamma is most evident. Varda’s first film “La Pointe 
Courte” solidifies her as an innovator of the New Wave. 
The majority of critics view Chabrol’s “Le Beau Serge” 
as the first feature of the movement, reinforcing the 
Right Bank’s impact; however, Vincendeau makes a 
case for Varda’s film “inventing” the New Wave in 
an essay for “Criterion”. She appreciates “Varda’s 
authoritarian control over both scriptwriting and 
directing, the elusive use of location shooting, the 
mixing of professional and nonprofessional actors”, 
all characteristic of the Right Bank films which follow. 
Another unique quality of Varda’s is her lack of 
cinephilia. In contrast with the group’s infatuation with 
cinema, Varda claims to have seen only “Citizen Kane” 
before making her debut feature, bringing authenticity 
to her film through her photography background. 
However, Vincendeau points out that this is a claim, 
and could just be “the whim of an artist who does not 
wish to acknowledge any influence”.  Alison Smith’s 
book on Agnes Varda recognises that “Courte shows 
several of the characteristics which would make 
that movement (the New Wave) famous, five years 
before its officially recognised start”, thus maintaining 
Vincendeau and Sadoul’s argument. Therefore, if we 
take Varda’s first film to be what truly commenced 
the New Wave, the Left Bank’s impact is significantly 
elevated.
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The Duke of Edinburgh Award provides an 
experience where teamwork is at the forefront, 

allowing students to understand how to look after 
themselves and others during the expedition days. 
The award can, of course, make a great addition to 
someone’s CV and personal statement; however, the 
personal skills to be gained are far more valuable.  
During a demanding five-day expedition, students 
learn the skills of map-reading and navigating, and 
increase their fitness. For Year 12 students who have 
not yet completed our qualifying exhibition (we do 
so this August), the practice exhibition at Easter 2023 
was a wake-up call to the reality of what the DofE 
programme entails. This practice exhibition, which 
took place in the Peak District, included many highs 
and some lows in group morale, as well as a taste of 
all the different weather conditions. English weather 
is famously unpredictable.  Although The Duke of 
Edinburgh Award is a physical and mental challenge, 
the skills it requires are distinctive – and then there are 
the unforgettable memories.

As we all arrived at school bright and early on the 
morning of our departure (April 4th) everyone seemed 
in high spirits.  Our bags were packed and weighed 
tonnes, but some more than others, which meant that 
in my group we had to shuffle some of the weight 
around from people’s bags.  We then lugged our 
15-20kg bags, which were filled with our food, water, 

sleeping bag, and tents for the next four days, onto 
the school minibuses.  We were accompanied by Miss 
Martin, Mrs Martin, Mr Moore and Miss Chell.  Once we 
had arrived at the campsite in Hayfield (Peak District), 
we were met by Miss Martin’s friend Jess, who was a 
nice familiar face for our group to see as we moved 
our bags from the buses to the field where we were 
to set up camp for the night.  During that afternoon, 
each group was given a teacher (our group got Jess) 
and refreshed their map-reading skills and ability to 
take bearings. From there we then map-read our way 
back to the campsite and set up our tents for the night.  
This was the best night for group morale, as we had 
been given a wonderful meal of chilli and rice which 
was cooked by Liv’s mum the night before.  I would 
recommend starting the expedition off with a nice, 
pre-cooked meal as we all felt this was a gift. Then all 
the groups came together and played card games for 
a while before deciding it was probably a good idea to 
start thinking of going to bed at around 9:00pm. 

The second day started with the unfriendly sound 
of rain on the roofs of our tents.  Lottie and I lay in 
disbelief and knew that the day would be tough.  
Although the rain was coming down quite heavily, 
we all seemed in high spirits still and were excited 
for the walk to come.  We quickly made breakfast 
and then packed up our tents.  The weather calmed 
down after a few hours of walking and this allowed for 

The Duke of  Edinburgh 
Gold Award

 by Poppy Mayer
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some of our clothes to start to dry.  We stopped at an 
excellent viewing point for lunch, with fields as far as 
the eye could see, which really showed us the beauty 
of the Peak District.  Finally, after being out for eight 
hours, we arrived at our second camp and people 
were starting to feel the aches and pains which were 
inevitable given the weight of our rucksacks.  Feelings 
of exhaustion were sharpened when, as we were 
putting our tents up, the skies opened again and rain 
began to fall heavily.  We scrambled to put our tents up 
and made our way into Eric and George’s three-man 
tent in order to keep warm.  As we all sat inside the 
boys’ tent, listening to the rain on the roof, we knew 
that this was the reality of Duke of Edinburgh, but at 
least we had one another to laugh with.  Liv and I then 
braved going outside to make our meal for the night, 
which was certainly not as appetising as the previous 
one, and then all retreated into our tents for an early 
night.  

The third day, as the rain continued, we were all 
struggling to keep our spirits high.  Coats, waterproof 
trousers and boots had unfortunately become 
accustomed to the downpour.  However, this walk was 
by far the prettiest and as a group we were able to take 
in the breathtaking beauty of the English countryside, 
which allowed us to start becoming more positive.  As 
our next campsite came into view, we were met by Mr 
Moore, who topped us up with water and asked how 
the day had gone. Seeing a familiar face perked up our 
mood and we were all given a fist bump as we made 
our way up the hill to our campsite for our last night 
in a tent.  This night was not that bad and my group 
shared the stories of our day with another group who 
were staying at the same campsite. We all had a lot of 

laughs and a lovely meal of pasta and sauce, courtesy 
of Matt, and then made our way to bed to await the 
final day of the expedition. 

We all woke up extremely excited and pleased that, 
after all the cold and wet weather over the last three 
days, the skies had cleared and the sun was streaming 
down as we walked over Mam Tor and Hollins Cross, 
which made for perfect photo opportunities.  There 
were laughter and smiles throughout most of the 
day as we knew that our destination was nearby.  
The thought of the impending McDonalds trip we 
had been promised was in my mind, as I felt my legs 
holding onto their strength. Finally, we made our way 
into the car park where the minibuses and teachers 
stood awaiting our arrival. I felt satisfaction in my 
accomplishment whilst sitting in the homeward-bound 
bus completely exhausted; mentally and physically.  
Everyone in my group felt the same, as shown by 
the lack of conversation on the journey home. We all 
looked forward to getting back into our own beds that 
night. 

The Duke of Edinburgh practice was one of the 
most challenging things I have ever done in my life.  
However, I learnt many new things about myself which 
included that I am physically strong, and also mentally 
strong, as I knew when I needed simply to concentrate 
on walking as a way to make the rest of the day 
seem manageable.  I was able to adapt to difficult 
situations and learnt the importance of teamwork – a 
word which had been so frequently mentioned by the 
teachers.  The memories I made on this expedition 
are unmatched and I will never forget my DofE and its 
positive impact on my life. 
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Unicorns are my favourite creatures because they are 
magical and inspirational. It is almost as if nothing 

can stop them. That’s the attitude everyone should have!

They usually have pointed spiral horns which contain 
all of their bubbling magic just waiting to burst out. 
They also have beautiful, long, shiny, sleek manes that 
are softer than silk itself. Unicorns are mythical beasts 
whose blood has magical properties such as healing and 
immortality, but if you kill a unicorn to get its blood your 
life will be a misery from then on. 

Magic is everywhere, but unicorns can enhance that 
magic to try and make the world a better place. When 
humans came, unicorns went into hiding and they only 
show themselves at night, so very few people ever see 
them. But if you go to the right place at night time, there 

The Unicorn 
by Sophie Self-Pierson

First Prize for Prep Class

Foundation Day Essay 
Competition, 2022-3
My Favourite Creature

you will see a flash of white and blinding colours. If you 
are lucky, you might even see the unicorn cast a spell. If 
you cannot find a unicorn the trick is just to keep looking 
closely. Eventually, if you keep looking and believing, you 
will find a unicorn.

I, personally, believe in unicorns, but the real question is, 
do you? 

My favourite creature is the panda because they are 
really cute and they look really fluffy. 

Did you know that pandas are patchy for camouflage, 
even though they have no natural predators? They are 
also carnivores, but only eat bamboo! They can eat up 
to 100 pounds of bamboo and poop 40 times a day. 
Speaking of bamboo, they can devour a stick of bamboo 
in 40 seconds! They might look like they have chubby 
cheeks, but really, they are strong cheek muscles that 
enable them to eat for ten hours a day.

The Panda 
by Ethan Bahia

Second Prize for Prep Class
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We all know that feeling of going on holiday 
and lying back on a deck chair, getting tanned 

by the sun, eating ice-cream all day and just having 
fun! Well, wherever there are fields of plants, blazing 
sunshine or even a backyard, honeybees will be 
around. The stereotypical reaction to seeing a bee 
would probably be running for your life and this was 
also me. My younger and slightly less experienced self 
would flee upon seeing that poisonous creature. Then 
I would wonder why it was following me, only to learn 
years later that I was intimidating them. Although I 
have never been stung by a bee myself, I can imagine 
it would have hurt and I have never quite gotten over 
the fact that they are natural stingers. Bees are not 
my favourite creature, but neither are they my least 
favourite. I think they are somewhere in the middle. 

Although many people do not notice it, honeybees 
play a crucial part in our eco-system. They are 
widespread, varied and are constantly working behind 
the scenes, doing jobs that we humans cannot do. We 
need them to fertilise our plants and produce honey.

Honeybees, or Apis mellifera, as I should call them, are 
quite similar to humans. For example, they need to eat 
at least once a day or they could die. Another thing we 
can perhaps learn from is their regard for teamwork 
and organisation. Honeybees, just like humans, 
achieve great heights by working together. Swarms of 
bees are estimated to provide billions of dollars’ worth 
of pollination to farmers, worldwide. Additionally, 
bees epitomise the motto that talent wins games, but 
teamwork and intelligence win championships. 

Honeybees can thrive in natural or domesticated 
environments, though they prefer to live in gardens, 

A group of pandas is called an embarrassment and I 
think that that is because they are really anti-social. 
Pandas are over three million years old and were used 
on flags in ancient times to symbolise peace. The panda 
is also Japan’s national animal. Have you ever seen a 
panda doing a handstand on a tree? That might not be 
what you think it is. When they do that, they are peeing! 

Pandas look really fuzzy and you might want to give 
one a big hug, but actually, their fur is thick and wiry, 

with hairs four inches long. Pandas have very strong 
teeth which enables them to eat a stick of bamboo very 
quickly. This also means that they can eat aluminium 
plates. Because they are carnivores who only eat 
bamboo, they cannot hibernate: they have to eat loads 
of bamboo every day to survive in the world. 

There is a project going on to save the panda, as they 
are an endangered species. This project has already bred 
5,000 pandas.

woodlands, orchards, meadows and other areas where 
flowering plants are abundant. In every hive you will 
find a queen, a droner and a worker. The queen’s job 
is to lay eggs; the workers do many things including 
building a hive and collecting nectar from flowers; 
meanwhile, the droners do nothing and get to eat the 
honey! Speaking of honey, did you know that locally 
made honey is better for you and the environment? 
Buying locally is one of the best ways to reduce 
pollution and save resources; not only that, but local 
pollen can strengthen one’s immune system. 

Some people – but not me – prefer honeycomb, 
the first form of honey, which looks like a crystal 
cube. Improved heart and liver health is one of the 
benefits of eating honeycomb. It is rich in healthy 
carbohydrates, which can boost the immune system. 
The beeswax in honeycomb contains long-chain fatty 
acids, which are good for lowering bad cholesterol. 
Beeswax is one of the best skin-softening ingredients 
and enhances skin elasticity. It is an ideal ingredient in 
skincare to provide texture and aid in the retention of 
moisture. 

Most people when they think of bees think of “The 
Bee Movie” and, to be honest, that is what comes to 
my head too. The whole point of “The Bee Movie” was 
to show the human race that bees are interdependent, 
and that we should respect their hard work. Never run 
away from honeybees, because they will just follow 
you and you will probably end up being stung.

BUZZ! BUZZ! 
by Nidhi Kulkarni

First Prize for Year 7

FOUNDATION DAY ESSAYS
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The Pigeon 
(my Least Favourite Creature) 
by Terisola Sunmboye
First Prize for Year 8

My theory is that these animals are the 
dumbest in the book. Firstly, they decide 

to fly lower down, instead of using the whole 
sky. It is as if they all have the same mentality 
that they want to die. Secondly, these grey-
bodied animals leave a mess anywhere they feel 
is right. You get the car washed at an overpriced 
car wash – they leave a mess. You get a window 
cleaner to wash the windows – they leave a 
mess. You leave a piece of furniture outside to 
dry because you have just cleaned it, and you 
see a white stain on it two hours later. It is as 
if they have telepathic powers that tell them 
to leave their mark wherever something clean 
dwells. 

Thirdly, I want to complain about this potato-
brained animal’s death rate. It is off the charts. 
Not even the smartest person in the UK could 
comprehend the extreme rate at which these 
animals die. At least once a week I hear a big 
thud on my bedroom window because they 
have decided that the window is the best place 
to fly into at a million miles per hour. Moving on, 
these silly animals decide to sit on the washing 
line and fly away, not realising that the washing 
line is not stable, when it was clearly moving 

in the wind. Finally, they fly at you and want to 
peck the living soul in you. They want to collect 
the remnants of your food. 

Some people have a different opinion about 
this overwhelming bird. The poem “Pigeons” 
by Richard Kell presents pigeons through the 
metaphor, “Their heads are like tiny hammers”. 
This implies that their heads are shaped like a 
hammer and have the movement of a hammer, 
going up and down as they walk. In the phrase 
“strutting like fat gentlemen” they are presented 
as elegant, but fat, creatures. They are also 
described as “elusive ghosts of sunshine”, with 
the ghost part signifying their colour, but also 
suggesting that they are birds of joy. In the 
poem by Mark Penfold, “The Pigeon Gent”, he 
says the pigeon “Pursues his muse with artful 
dance and skilful prance”, which shows through 
rhyme that the pigeon is an elevated creature 
walking in a dignified way. 

To sum up, pigeons are very doltish creatures 
and have no level-headedness. I think we can 
live without them, but not everyone would 
agree.
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The Mole-rat 
by Prakash Easwar

First Prize for Year 9

Imagine a doctor telling you that you have a lifelong 
insurance that you will never develop cancer. Imagine 

growing up secure in the knowledge that you are not 
going to get old and die easily. Wouldn’t it be great to 
have these attributes? Hence, I admire a creature that 
possesses such qualities, the humble, ugly, little mole-
rat. 

While mole-rats may not be the first creatures that 
come to mind when you are asked about your favourite 
creature, there is much more than meets the eye to 
this disarming creature. Mole-rats, also known as sand 
puppies, are rodents that are native to parts of Kenya 
and Somalia. They are exceedingly small creatures and 
at birth they weigh less than a penny. Mole-rats are 
known as eusocial mammals, which means they live in 
colonies with a single breeding female, known as the 
queen. As you may have seen in photos, mole-rats are 
hairless and look rather terrifying! Furthermore, mole-
rats have unique bodies. 
Having large incisors, 
most of the mole-rat’s 
strength comes from its 
jaw. They also have a well-
developed immune system 
which allows them to be 
resistant to many illnesses. 
The naked mole-rat has 
been forged through the 
harshest conditions. They 
live deep underground, 
with very little sunlight 
and water. In fact, these 
rodents survive on a plant-
based diet, where their 
source of water is from the 
vegetables they eat. Furthermore, they can also run 
backwards as fast as they can run forwards and can 
survive up to 18 minutes without oxygen. These factors 
make mole-rats a tough prey to catch. 

Although these facts are interesting, they are not the 
reason for my intense interest in these creatures. What 
makes them so fascinating is their staggering biology. 
Naked mole-rats are an enigma: they challenge the 

laws of ageing. Unlike other animals, the risk of mole-
rats dying does not increase with age. Ageing appears 
to occur in all mammals except for these! Although 
typical rodents can live up to two to five years, these 
super-rodents can live for up to 40 years. In human 
terms that is like living up to 800 years. Lastly, most 
interesting of all, mole-rats have evolved to be resistant 
to cancer and heart diseases. Dr Ewan St John Smith 
has contributed to the research on these peculiar 
creatures and has found that the reason they defy 
ageing is the complex sugar found inside their cells. 
This sugar makes sure that the cells do not clump up 
and therefore will not form tumours. These rodents 
also have microenvironments surrounding the cells and 
immune system that prevent cancer metastasising and 
forming tumours. 

If scientists can find the actual sugar inside the cells or 
the structure of the microenvironments, they can be 

used to prevent humans 
from developing cancer. 
This fact has triggered 
immense ongoing research 
and has been subject to 
many experiments at top 
universities. It is thought 
that there have been up to 
ten million cancer-related 
deaths this year and hence 
it is surreal how many 
lives we could save if we 
understood the underlying 
mechanism that keeps the 
mole-rat healthy. I have 
witnessed a loved one 
face cancer and struggle 

throughout this time period with pain, loneliness and 
fatigue. Luckily, their cancer was conquered, but this 
positive outcome is not always the result. 

To conclude, the naked mole-rat is a perfectly adapted 
creature that demonstrates how animals can evolve. 
Understanding its development could give us greater 
insights into human biology, helping us deal with old 
age and severe illnesses like cancer
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We all know that feeling when 
you are enjoying the last few 

minutes of a TV series or the last few 
minutes of sleep before your alarm 
has a fit of rage again and you feel 
something suddenly tickling your 
feet. Your face begins twitching 
all its muscles in ways you never 
imagined were possible. You let out 
a cry loud enough to simultaneously 
deafen all the grannies within a 
five-mile radius and shatter their 
windows. As you are being ejected 
from your seat you see it. There it is, 
with all its eight legs and eight eyes. 
They stare, all eight of them. Time 
freezes. All you want is to grab that 
newspaper and flatten the life out 
of it. However, as you are about to 
do so, the innocence in those eyes 
begins to shine through. As you let 
it out into your garden, you wonder 
why you had ever thought of killing 
such an unusually beautiful creature. 
Spiders may seem extremely gross 
on the outside, but as you delve 
deeper you will discover things that 
you never knew.

Many people are terrified of spiders: 
arachnophobia it’s called. However, 
in reality, there is nothing to be 
scared of at all. Apart from the 
uncomfortable tickling and some 
bizarre moments, there is nothing 
to fear. Spiders are small, gentle 
creatures that are just as scared 
of us as we are of them. They are 
certainly not looking for violence, 
but even if they were you could 
easily outrun them as most can 
barely reach a top speed of one mile 
per hour. Spider bites are extremely 
rare. Furthermore, there are no 
spiders in Britain that are considered 
dangerous or deadly. Unless you 
live in the middle of the Amazon 
Forest, there is no need to be afraid 
of being wounded by a spider. We 

hear this a lot about other creatures, 
that they are gentle and fearful, 
but you may be wondering why 
we don’t hear this so often with 
spiders. Arachnophobia is driven 
by irrationality and emotion rather 
than practicality; it is ingrained in our 
instincts as spiders were a threat to 
our ancestors. For example, spiders 
were once blamed for causing the 
Black Death. However, now we have 
a much greater knowledge about 
these creatures, and so we should 
not be scared of spiders.

Although some feel like eradicating 
all spiders when they find one in 
an unexpected place, they are a 
key part of our ecosystem. Spiders 
feed on many other insects and 
are a food source for some birds. 
Without spiders, there would be 
an imbalance in the ecosystem and 
we would be missing out on their 
benefits. Spiders eat household 
pests and can even help to stop 
disease as some pests are carrying 
diseases. This can also be beneficial 
for agriculture and our gardens 
as they eat the hungry insects. 
Their venom can be used to treat 
diseases; for example, spider venom 
is being used to limit brain damage 
for stroke victims. Yale University 
and Queensland University have 
modified spider venoms to come 
up with less addictive pain-killer 
alternatives to opioids. Spiders also 
produce silk which is five times 
stronger than silkworm silk and 
doesn’t cause adverse reactions on 
skin. Scientists are trying to recreate 
this material artificially and use it in 
the military. Spiderwebs were used 
to dress soldiers’ wounds in ancient 
Rome. They even gave us the 
Christmas decoration of tinsel when 
their webs covered Christmas trees 
in Eastern Europe. 

Finally, spiders can teach us a lot 
about ourselves. Not every spider 
spins to catch its prey with webs. 
Many have to be innovative with the 
talents that they have been given 
to catch theirs. Just like spiders, 
not every human has the same way 
of approaching a task or the same 
skillset. Every human is different 
and has to use the tools available to 
them in order to make their life as 
successful as possible. This shows 
us we should accept everyone for 
who they are and that anyone can 
achieve success if they put their 
mind to it. Furthermore, spiders can 
teach us about work ethic. Spiders 
that weave webs have to rebuild 
their webs every day and there is 
no one to help them. Often humans 
walk through and break their webs 
without apology. They have to 
balance risk with reward. A bigger 
web will catch more prey, but it also 
has a higher chance of being broken. 
In this same way, we can learn that 
nothing is achieved without hard 
work and that each decision we 
make has to be calculated. We have 
to work smart. In addition to this, 
spiderwebs are works of art and 
architecture; the spiders have to 
decide where to place the sticky silk 
that will catch the prey and where to 
place the structural silk that will hold 
the web together. 

Although spiders are small creatures, 
they are highly intelligent, hard-
working and an integral part of our 
ecosystem. They also gave us the 
inspiration for the Spiderman movie 
series, which has earned millions 
of dollars. So next time you see a 
spider, instead of being scared, be 
reminded of the amazing things they 
do, and of course of Peter Parker!

My Eight-Legged 
Malevolent Friends 
by Arvind Kulkarni
First Prize for GCSE
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I am an equestrian, so it will come as no surprise that 
my favourite creature is a horse. Specifically, Lily the 

horse. Everyone who knows me knows this and they 
are rolling their eyes. When I was at primary school, 
I was “that weird, horse girl”. You know the one: the 
girl that draws horseshoes all over her textbooks and 
gallops instead of running in the playground; the girl 
that wears ponytails and lives on apples; the girl that 
could integrate horses into any project assigned to her. I 
was that girl. I still am that girl, just minus the galloping 
ponytails. And even though I do apologise for any 
concern caused to my peers and teachers growing up, 
I have a good reason for my obsession. My reason, or 
rather my origin story, lies upon the back of one of my 
oldest and greatest friends, Lily the horse.

Lily the horse, or rather, Lily White Lily Jac, was an 
international show-jumping horse, who competed up 
to three-star level across Europe. Born in Aquitaine in 
1999 to a bloodline worth its weight in gold, she quickly 

Lily the Horse 
by Evie Williams
First Prize for 6th Form

began her training and was ushered onto the 
European stage at a very young age. She was 
ridden by international riders from Argentina, 
Ireland, England, France and Australia, one of 
whom was a three-time Olympian. She would 
have been ridden in expensive tack, prancing 
past the elegant heads of other horses with 
their crimson rosettes. She would have had a 
freshly clipped coat and neatly trimmed mane, 
plaited with mathematical precision. Her socks 
would have been coloured a brilliant white, 
her coat awash with the aroma of eucalyptus 
and lavender, as she was trotted up before the 
eyes of competition officials, with her oiled 
hooves reflecting the sun. She would have been 
transported in vast horseboxes and competed 
in cut grass arenas and stadiums, against some 
of the world’s most established riders. From 
birth she had been propelled into this other 
world, a world in which her schedule was one 
of urgency and glamour. 

Now I know this sounds like a luxurious life 
for a horse, but the reality is very different. On 
her hind quarter, Lily’s coat reveals the faint 
outline of the letters SF, standing for her French 
breeding – “Selle Francais”. This is where the 
skin was branded, marking her permanently 
as a product and a prisoner to the show-
jumping world. In the back of her passport, 
a small booklet resides in which her owner 
has the choice to sign for whether she will be 
legally slaughtered for human consumption 
or protected from the knacker’s yard for life, 
when her time as a show-jumper is up. Her 
life quite literally hangs on the balance of an 
unforgiving scrawl.  This is the reality of the 
show-jumping world. It is a world which exists 
behind a curtain, reachable only to those of 
a certain wealth and class. It is a cutthroat 
world, where Lily is only one number out of 
hundreds: competing, training, pushing, failing. 
Just another name. Another machine. For every 
horse that learns to fly, thousands fall. These 
are horses who are pushed into jumping the 
impossible, only to create a new league where 
the impossible is the standard.  This world is 
one of huge amounts of wealth, pristine yards 
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and tanned faces – a fallible nobility. It is a world 
full of pedigree bloodlines, existing within the 
grandest arenas, stained with champagne and 
tears; a world with riders who walk in tailored 
jackets, velvet helmets and sterling silver spurs. 
It is a world masked behind diamond teardrops 
and golden chains; a 
world where overuse is 
overlooked and animals 
are disposable. As is the 
situation with many other 
horses, Lily was seen as 
a number, a machine, a 
product, a side effect, and 
in 2012 her owner made 
the decision that she was 
simply a drain on their 
money. 

They wanted her to go to 
the knacker’s yard.

By fate or chance, her 
owner’s daughter wanted 
to save her and send her 
off to a new loving home 
where she could finally 
retire. That loving home 
was my grandmother’s 
field. By that point, my 
grandmother had been 
horseless for over a year 
and it was like being 
without her right arm. 
During that year, she 
continuously searched 
for another horse to fill 
her empty paddock, but 
the process was long 
and often unsuccessful. When she heard about 
Lily, she went to meet her and immediately 
decided to take her in. Thus, Lily embarked on 
her final journey to her final home. A home, not 
a competition yard. Having been transported 
around Europe for years, jumping relentlessly and 
with a new rider being flung onto her back each 

time the wind changed, it came as no shock that 
Lily took some time to adjust to her new reality. 
Suddenly, she was no longer required to jump 
everything in sight, she was no longer forgotten 
in a stable for hours on end or made to run in 
circles at the mercy of judging eyes and turned 

heads, endlessly seeking 
some form of praise 
and fulfilment. She was 
shocked at the fact that 
a horse could be more 
than just another non-
entity, that a horse did 
not have to prance with 
its head cranked down 
for the benefit of a few 
or jump to the cold spur 
of an unknown shadow 
and harsh hand. She no 
longer existed within 
a fast-paced world of 
materialism and distance. 
She was free and it was 
weird.

When I first met her, 
the first thing I said to 
her was “bonjour” and 
I gave her a polo and 
tentatively stroked her 
confused nose. I stood 
there as awkwardly as 
she, as we looked each 
other in the eye seeking 
some form of trust, 
some sort of meaning. 
We were lost in our own 
worlds, blindly searching 
for something we both 

lacked. I did not know how to ride a horse and 
Lily did not know how to be a horse. When 
walking out, she feared every gate and fence she 
saw, believing it was yet another jump, another 
opportunity to fail. Her lip twitched with every 
stride, her confidence shattered, as she would 
spin at every sign and every rail. She would bolt, 
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the bit clenched between her teeth, or spook 
sideways, her eyes white and nostrils flared, with 
steel hooves scraping across cobble and concrete 
like nails over a blackboard. 
Slowly, however, as she began to grow 
accustomed to her new life, we began to teach 
her. We taught her that she would never be 
locked in small spaces, trapped and restricted 
for hours on end, or forced to jump heights 
that made her legs lame. We taught her the 
geography of the paths and trails and gave her 
autonomy over her field and stable. We taught 
her to run, to live, to be a horse, and in turn, we 
watched her personality flourish. Every morning 
she would stride over to us in her own time, 
with a certain confidence and maturity, neighing 
to us. She often made me think that she was 
not made to be a horse at all, but rather the 
CEO of some high-flying company, who wears 
tailored suits, drinks black coffee, and struts into 
any room with masterful opinions. The sort of 
individual who demands attention and respect, 
who could negotiate with anyone, staring them 
down through shades of oak and amber, while 
simultaneously having the care and empathy 
to catch any member of her team who falls and 
carry them until they can stand again. 

 As she grew into her unique sense of self, she 
slowly began to teach me. Looking back now, I 
realise that I was always learning when I was with 
Lily, even if I did not know it then. She taught me 
what it meant to have a friend and a teammate, 
to read emotions and to listen. She has shown 
me the importance of independence and self-
assurance, while simultaneously acting as the 
rock on which I grew. She taught me to ride and, 
each time I was in the saddle, she let me borrow 
her sense of freedom. I remember tearing up 
the long side of lush fields together, observing 
the summer wildflowers blurring together with 
the soft heat and the dust of the harvest to 
form a hazy kaleidoscope of colour. I remember 
splashing through shallow streams together, 
kicking the cool freshwater spray into the sky, 
enjoying the final days of August. When the 

weather broke and the ground became too soft 
to gallop, I would take her through the village 
and up the roads, past the grain store and the 
lakes. I remember trotting along those winding 
roads, dusted with the umbra leaves and jewelled 
gossamer of autumn, as Lily carried me to places 
that you could not reach by car or foot. Breathing 
in the air of October laced with the scent of burnt 
wood and moss, we would stride along the lanes, 
looking around at the slate-coloured sky and 
bare trees, as the sound of Lily’s hoofbeats would 
tangle with the blowing winds to form a delicate 
tune. Sometimes, I would leap from her back and 
sit, while she grazed peacefully beside me on the 
riverbank and together we would just be.

To many, Lily is just a horse. To me, she is my 
friend with a brilliant story to tell. She has the 
independence and self-assurance to march, 
leading us as her entourage, straight past 
snorting, prancing stallions, with her head held 
high. She has the courage to throw her heart over 
any fence before her feet and a certain power in 
her stride that could send you to the stars. She 
has the sure-footedness of a shire, yet the speed 
and agility of a thoroughbred, capable of being 
ridden out by the best of riders. Yet, despite this, 
she has the maturity to diligently carry the most 
novice beginner riders, quietly and carefully, with 
her head bowed as if she were walking through 
a cathedral. Her voice, proud and assertive, is 
different to that of any other horse as she calls 
to those she trusts. Lily has come to be known 
by many as an honest, independent, beautiful 
horse to whom I owe the highest respect and 
gratitude. She has sparked a passion within me 
for equestrianism that I never thought I would 
have. She has been the inspiration behind many 
of my academic achievements and has provided 
me and many others with an eternal source of 
joy. When I look back over the years spent with 
this creature, I think of the sense of freedom and 
love that she has instilled into me and everyone 
else that knows her. And so, I suppose, it wasn’t 
just the paddock that Lily came to fill … but my 
heart too.
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On the morning of February 
17, 2023 a group of 50 GCSE 

and A-level Art and Art History 
students were boarding the coach, 
getting ready to leave LGS for Paris. 
Fortunately, the weather was good 
and we were all buzzing when we 
arrived twelve hours later. A French 
general knowledge quiz made 
the evening more exciting, as we 
unpacked and explored our hostel, 
Auberge de Jeunesse Yves Robert, 
a contemporary wood-panelled 
building in an environmentally 
friendly neighbourhood.  

We woke up the next morning 
bright and early and enjoyed freshly 
baked croissants and bread from 
the hostel’s restaurant. We set off 
early for the Musee D’Orsay, which 
faces the Seine and is famous for its 
immense collection of Impressionist 

and post-Impressionist paintings 
from artists including Monet and 
Renoir. Being housed in a former 
railway station, the architecture is 
unlike that of any other museum, 
with intricate tiling, ornate clocks, 
and beautiful light fixtures. We all 
made many sketches of the amazing 
artwork and of the building. 

Our next destination was the 
Musee de l’Orangerie, a building 
constructed specifically to house 
some of Monet’s waterlily paintings. 
To me, these were some of the 
most beautiful paintings I have 
ever seen. The vibrant pinks of the 
lilies contrasted with the murky 
waters, creating a mysterious 
atmosphere. There were two large 
rooms, each housing a collection 
of these waterlily paintings, which 
hung on curved oval walls, helping 

Monet’s Waterlilies
and Other Paris Highlights

By Siyana Kotecha Year 10

viewers to become immersed in the 
paintings. Monet became visually 
impaired whilst painting these lilies 
and it was a breath-taking sight to 
see the evolution of his work. The 
brushstrokes started out neat and 
controlled, becoming coarser and 
more abstract over time, as his sight 
failed him. 

We spent the entire afternoon at 
the Louvre, possibly Paris’s best-
known museum, housing Leonardo 
da Vinci’s “Mona Lisa”. Despite the 
long queues and crowds, the “Mona 
Lisa” left me a little underwhelmed, 
as it was smaller  than I anticipated 
and protected by thick glass. 
Despite this, it was a very mysterious 
painting and so serene. We all got 
lost between the ancient antiques 
and Grand Master paintings, the 
Louvre is such a big museum.  
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Surprisingly we all made it back to 
the meeting point at the right time 
to get to the restaurant for dinner. 
We ate our buffet meal at “The 
Monte Carlo” and then set off to visit 
the Arc de Triumph at night. This 
was a highlight of the trip, as we got 
to climb up to the top – there were 
lots of stairs – and see Paris by night. 
It was beautiful to see the lights of 
the Eiffel Tower sparkling against the 
Paris skyline.

Our second morning in Paris began 
with an early visit to the Eiffel Tower. 
Mrs Lopez-Correia took us to a 
“selfie spot” with a beautiful view of 
the tower and fewer tourists. Then 
we walked to the tower itself, only 
to find out that our tickets had been 
cancelled due to a faulty lift. Some 
of the group still really wanted to 
go to the top, so we were given 
the option to climb the 1,665 stairs. 
Fortunately, they then opened a lift 
just for us, so half the group got to 
go to the tower’s first level with Mr 
Pratt. There, somehow, we managed 
to get to the very top level where 
the view was breath-taking (even 
though I don’t think we had the right 
tickets for it!) After a cruise on the 
Seine, we visited the Rodin Museum, 

where it was very useful to make 
drawings of the figures for sketching 
practice. The museum also had very 
pretty grounds and the sun was 
shining, so we sat on the grass and 
drew the sculptures. We than had an 
evening buffet dinner at a restaurant 
called Flunch (France and lunch) 
and then visited Montmartre, the 
highest point of the capital, where 
we saw the illuminated domes of the 
Sacre Coeur and enjoyed a stunning 
panoramic view of Paris from a 
high vantage point, glittering with a 
rainbow of lights. We walked around 
the Place du Tertre and got our 
long-awaited crepes and souvenirs. 
The square was bustling, with street 
artists skilfully sketching people. 

On our last morning we visited the 
Centre Pompidou, an industrial-

looking building with colour-coded 
water and electricity pipes on the 
exterior and contemporary and 
modern art inside. Thank you to Miss 
Driver for organising the trip and to 
Miss Haywood, Mrs Lopez-Correia 
and Mr Pratt for escorting us. We 
all learned so much, made so many 
great sketches and had a lot of fun.
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On September 23rd, 2022, the GCSE and A-Level 
Ceramics students travelled to Yorkshire to encounter 

and analyse some sculptures. After a long two hours on the 
bus, we progressed through the Hepworth gallery, admiring 
the fascinating sculptures, from various household objects 
dangling from ceiling to floor, to enormous stacks of wool 
taking up almost an entire room. We were completely 
captivated by the incredibly bizarre models. We spent 
time sketching the different sculptures Barbara Hepworth 
had made, capturing the peculiar shapes and forms, whilst 
peacefully sitting in each other’s company and sharing 
ideas. Different shapes and types of paper were given to us, 
enabling us to fully represent the way we viewed each of 
the models. We also took notes on how Hepworth created 
her structures, which was a multiple-step process: making 
armatures from mesh or chicken-wire, building them up with 
wet plaster, and working back into the plaster with carving 
tools to create different textures. 

After spending the morning at the Hepworth Gallery, we 
proceeded to the mesmerizing Yorkshire Sculpture Park. 
When we arrived, we had a picnic outside, discussing with 
our teachers the types of sculptures at the park. However, this 
did not prepare us for the wide variety of art that we would 
see. We were quite shocked when we came across an entire 
building of wooden posts with animal skulls, rusted nails and 
wheels attached, and different strange phrases and names, 
like “Death where is thy sting?” painted on them. We explored 
this part of the park for a while, also discovering a room full 
of crayons and paper, where we could draw our own designs. 
After this we strolled around the park, finding models that fit 
with our artwork at school, or just sculptures that we found 
fascinating. I loved the circle of zodiac heads by Ai Weiwei 
that had twelve different bronze animal heads, my favourite 
being the chicken. When we reached the end of the long 
walk, we entered two exhibitions by Jaume Plensa, which 
everyone thoroughly enjoyed. One of the exhibitions, ‘April 
is the Cruellest Month’, focussed on people’s psychological 
reactions to the pandemic. This exhibition comprised a series 
of 28 drawings Plensa made in lockdown and inspired many 
of us to sit down and draw a part of it for the short time 
we had left. After spending the day lost in many thrilling 
artworks, it was time to go home.

Ceramics trip 
to The Hepworth Wakefield and 

Yorkshire Sculpture Parks
 by Grace Linnett, Year 11
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What inspired your A-level 
pieces?

My first project for A-level was 
inspired by the idea of decay and 
natural decomposition. I wanted 
to consider how fabric could be 
deconstructed and re-moulded 
using plaster. The unpredictability 
of natural decay was also a focal 
point for this outcome, as the 
reactions various mediums would 
have against the various textures 
were uncertain. My current piece, 
a large-scale drawing, is based on 
an image of fabric that has been 

knotted, creased, and twisted. 
This will provide me with a base 
for more fashion and textile-based 
work in the future.

What does art mean to you?
To me, art means creating an 
experience and making people 
think. It is a physical way of 
expressing ideas and concepts 
which does not have to be rigid 
or fixed. I like that, when viewing 
art, people feel a sense of curiosity 
and can interpret a piece as they 
feel drawn to do, and that each 
eye is drawn to a different aspect 
of a piece.

What is your favourite medium to 
work with?

My favourite medium is pencil, 
as I find that hyper-realistic 
drawing allows for a deeper level 
of observation and mark-making 
than other types of materials I 
have tried. It allows for precision 
in focusing on the subject matter 
and emulating the depth of an 
image. I love that, with meticulous 
observation, I can understand my 
subject matter further than by 
simply viewing an image.
 

Featured A-level Artist:  

Lola Alba
Who is your favourite artist?

One of my favourite artists is Rosy 
Keyser, who works with large-scale 
and tactile abstraction, combining 
textile-based deconstructions 
with paint worked into them. 
She also explores the themes of 
decay, natural decomposition, 
and destruction. She often uses 
found material in her work, and 
what I find particularly interesting 
is the way in which she captures 
the delicacy and fragility in a 
destroyed material. 

 Interview by Mila Vavan
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Featured A-level 
Ceramicist:  

Eric 
North
When did you first become interested in artwork?
My Grandpa loved to take me to galleries and 
museums, so that sparked my interest in art from 
very early on. My love of Ceramics started in Year 
7, with my first few lessons.

Which artists and architects have inspired you?
Frank Gehry inspired my final major GCSE piece. 
More recently, an American artist, Jim Dine, has 
influenced me: he uses a range of techniques 
including painting, drawing, sculpture and 
printmaking. And Ai Weiwei, a Chinese artist and 
activist, I admire very much for his open rebellion 
against the Chinese government through his 
artwork.

Tell me about your major GCSE piece.
I created a series of two tiles, broken up and 
layered to create depth. This was based on my 
enjoyment of music and my interest in the Day of 
the Dead. I also created three-dimensional skulls 
representing the people celebrated on the Day of 
the Dead.

Tell me about your major A-level piece.
This was a series of nine tiles, all linking together, 
using printmaking and screen printing with 
different types of paper on clay.

What are your career plans?
I will study Art and Design, going down the route 
of product design or interior architecture design. 
This will allow me to combine my Art skills with 
Design and Technology.
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What inspired your interest in Art?
A lot of my family are artistic: for 
example, my grandad, a retired 
designer, draws my birthday cards by 
hand, so that definitely inspired me. My 
parents used to get me craft kits and 
paints from a young age, so whenever 
I was bored I would just do artwork. It 
came quite naturally to me as a form of 
expression, even as a small child. 

Which artists have influenced your 
work?
Definitely Frank Gehry -- he’s actually 
an architect but his buildings are pieces 
of art in their own right. The first time 
I saw one of his buildings, my jaw 
dropped. His structures defy physics 
and his style is absolutely unique. He 
was one of the first architects to use 
unusual materials in his work and to use 
deconstructivism. 

Tell me about your GCSE final project.
Out of the three projects we did for 

GCSE, my favourites were Narrative 
and Lock. For Narrative, I wanted to 
focus on the lack of narrative in the 
media surrounding the genocide 
of Hindus and Hinduphobia, and 
looked into the stunning architecture 
of traditional Hindu mandirs. This 
project gave me the opportunity to 
highlight something I am passionate 
about. Then for Lock, I looked into 
the evolution of western architecture, 
along with the process of producing a 
work of art. I’m particularly proud of 
the final piece for this project.
 
 What advice would you give to 
GCSE Art students?
Don’t be afraid to think of ideas that 
are out of the box; in fact, I think 
that the further out of the box, the 
better. Also, I found real value in the 
discussions I had with my teacher 
(Mrs Davies) about my project, so 
definitely make the most of their 
knowledge. 

Featured GCSE Artist:  

Nandini Waghela
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scaffolding and how it surrounds buildings, and started 
contrasting decorative patterns with the structural lines of 
buildings. I was very inspired by the artists Brian Dettmer 
and Myung Keun Koh, and the layers of their artwork, 

especially Koh’s see-through layers, so 
I looked at greenhouses, which is how I 
developed the shape of my piece. I also 
looked at Stephen Dixon’s art, specifically 
his use of patterns and how they overlap, 
so I explored the patterns, textures, 
colours, and shapes I found in my photos, 
interlocking them in different ways.

Why did you take Ceramics at GCSE?
For me it was an obvious choice. I wanted to do a 
creative subject and I had really enjoyed it in Year 
9, even though we didn’t actually get to use clay 
much. 

When did you become 
interested in Art/
Ceramics?
Growing up, I knew a lot 
of people who were very 
arty. My best friend in 
primary school loved to 
draw and sew and I think 
that’s where my interest 
in art started, although I 
was mainly into sewing. 
Then in Year 7 I had Miss 
Haywood as my Art 
teacher, and she was so 
fun and encouraging that 
it just became one of my 
favourite subjects and I 
became really interested 
in drawing. 

Tell me about your final GCSE piece and who and what 
inspired it.
For my final Art project, the title was ‘Lock’, so my piece 
was about locking together the contrasting elements 
of buildings. First, I looked at interlocking patterns 
and shapes, as I was initially very interested in tiles 
and mosaics, and how they join. Then I moved on to 

Featured GCSE 
Ceramics Student

Maiya 
Kapur
Interview by Harriet Firth, Year 10

THE LEICESTRIAN

40



ART

24 years seems a long time to have been teaching 
at the same school, but time flies when you are 
busy.

The happiest times have been spent with students 
simply teaching them how to draw and paint, 
passing on the techniques and tricks built up 
over a lifetime -- so far -- and imparting a love, 
particularly of orange, red and magenta and, as 
described by Henri Matisse, the physical joy of 
applying paint to a surface.

In the photo I am standing in front of a painting 
by Sebastiano del Piombo “The Raising of 
Lazarus” in the National Gallery, a painting I have 
probably shown all of my GCSE and A Level Art 
and History of Art students during my career. 
We are really fortunate to have this work in the 
National. It is a textbook example of Florentine 
and Venetian influence on Renaissance painting 
in Rome. It also beautifully demonstrates early 
colour theory. 

“Raising” was one of two paintings commissioned 
by Cardinal Giulio de’ Medici for the cathedral 
of Narbonne in southern France. The second, by 
Raphael, a “Transfiguration”, was originally to be 
hung by its side. Giulio knew the commission was 
far too ambitious for the young Sebastiano but 
gave it him in the knowledge that he would turn 
for help to his mentor, Michelangelo, who would 
coach him through the work. The collaboration 
between Michelangelo and Sebastiano and the 
spirit of competition between Michelangelo and 

Raphael would ensure the supremacy of the 
works.

Eight years ago, the Art Department introduced 
History of Art to the curriculum. I was concerned, 
initially, that teaching the subject of my second 
degree might spoil this sequestered diversion 
but it has been the highlight and high point of 
my teaching career. “The Raising of Lazarus”, 
which had for a long time been key to my own 
art experience, now became an important work 
when introducing students to the drama and 
spectacle of the subject. The scale of the work, 
the combination of disegno and colorito in turn, 
became formative in their appreciation and love 
of Art History. 

It seemed timely to leave this year, the same year 
as my last form group before I became part-time 
are set to leave too. I am certain that they would 
wish me to point out that they are, in fact, my 
best form ever! They are indeed a remarkable 
group of people and it has been a pleasure to 
see them grow up through school and prepare 
for university. As we move on, we take with us 
happy memories of carefree days of ‘Heads down 
Thumbs up’ and ‘Honey if you love me just smile’ 
and most particularly of our dear friend and tutee 
Tom Ellis, memories of whom we will treasure 
and keep forever. There have been some difficult 
times for many in our form along the way, but 
they have supported one another throughout and 
I know will continue to do so as we all look ahead 
to an exciting future.

Ms Haywood 
Says Farewell
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The Postcard Exchange was 
the brainchild of Fergal 

Kilkenny, who in 2022 invited 
schools across Ireland and the 
UK to respond to the Ukraine 
war and the loss of life there 
by creating a postcard-sized 
artwork. Last year, 11 Leicester 
Grammar School pupils created 
postcards on this theme and 
received postcards from other 
schools in return.

In October 2022, pupils began 
to explore climate change, 
the theme for the postcard 
exchange in 2022-23. They 
used Turner’s painting “The 
Sun is God” as one source of 
inspiration. Again, postcards 
were created by students in 
Ireland and the UK, with 20 LGS 
students creating and receiving 
postcards on this theme. Miss 
Knight oversaw the project.

Postcard Exchange
 2022-23
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On May 23rd, 2023, LGS rolled out our very own 
red carpet and transformed St Nicholas Hall 

into the ultimate tea dance venue for the residents 
of Kibworth Court and Cedar Court care homes in 
our local community. Organised by Dr Fulton and the 
Outreach and Partnership Committee, our inaugural 
tea dance was the first of what we hope will be many 
to follow in future years.  

 Year 8 pupils helped make this event possible. With 
the Year 12s of the committee taking over a Life 
Education session, 
our dedicated Year 
8s learnt dancing 
skills, helped finalise 
menus, and made 
novel decorations 
for the event.  As the 
day fast approached, 
we liaised with 
the catering staff 
and got to work 
decorating and 
setting up the hall 
for our guests. 
From the minute 
the buses arrived 
outside the school, 
the staff, Year 
12s, prefects and 
Year 8s were all charming hosts and hostesses.  
We led the residents down the driveway, across 
the makeshift red carpet and into St Nicks. With 
the Big Band and Grammarphones singing and 
performing, the air was alive with music and chatter. 

Some truly heart-warming interactions took place 
throughout the hall, from a group of Year 8 pupils 
forming a dance circle around one elderly woman, 
to the somewhat hectic food and drink stand where 
pupils were running back and forth with orders. 
One of the most touching moments was watching a 
resident who was an ex-trombone player watching 
the Big Band play in fascination and then chatting 
enthusiastically with Jennifer Ewington about his own 
trombone experience.  The array of scones, music 
and conversation was enough to keep everyone in 

attendance in good 
spirits all afternoon 
long.

It is not every day 
that our guests 
could interact with 
such a large group 
of people of varying 
ages, personalities, 
and interests. The 
Year 12 pupils who 
had gone to visit 
Kibworth Court care 
home in previous 
weeks remarked 
how interested the 
residents were in 
them and how they 

had shared stories from their own youth. Our guests 
left more cheerful, positive, and content than they 
came and the care staff they came with shared those 
feelings. I would like to thank Dr Fulton who worked 
tirelessly to make this happen. 

Tea 
Dance 
at Leicester 
Grammar 
School
by Meghna Rao 
(photos also by Meghna Rao)
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The Diana Award is a charity 
set up in memory of Princess 

Diana aiming to further her 
belief that young people have 
the power to change the world 
and should be given the proper 
resources and training to do so. 
As a school community, we are 
involved in the Anti-bullying 
Programme run by the Diana 
Award charity. This programme 
works to raise awareness about 
bullying behaviours and trains 
young people to deal with this 
issue in schools.  

In November 2022, a group from 
LGS comprising two students 
from each year group had the 
opportunity to go to Warwick 
School and receive this anti-
bullying training to join the team 
of Anti-Bullying Ambassadors at 
school. This training day taught 
us about recognising bullying 
behaviours and gave us the 

confidence and skills to tackle 
any instances of bullying we may 
come across at school. Moreover, 
we were taught how to support 
anyone in the school community 
experiencing bullying behaviour 
with kindness and sensitivity. 
The session mainly spread the 
message of encouraging change 
in the attitudes and behaviours 
of young people to make the 
school a safer, more pleasant 
environment for everyone. During 
our day at Warwick School, we 
participated in training sessions 
and group activities, then 
focussed on a specific goal that 
we wish to promote in school.  
We decided upon the theme of 
Internet Safety.  We are currently 
working on several initiatives 
to promote awareness of how 
to be safe online throughout 
the school.  This includes the 
launch of Whisper to replace 
the previous Anonymous Voice 

system, allowing feedback and 
additional questions to be asked 
to someone who has submitted 
an anonymous response through 
the system.  In the future, we 
are aiming to deliver sessions to 
parents about age restrictions for 
popular social networking sites 
and much more.  

Your Anti-Bullying Ambassadors 
are here for you to turn to if you 
are ever in need of support.  We 
understand that speaking to a 
peer may be less daunting than 
going directly to a member of 
staff and are all trained to support 
everyone through bullying 
behaviour that may be taking 
place at school.  Make sure to look 
out for the anti-bullying badges 
or familiarise yourself with the 
Anti-Bullying Ambassadors in 
your year in case you have any 
issues you need to talk about or 
bullying behaviour to report. 

Anti-bullying and the

Diana Award
by Meghna Rao
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Many of us are fond of our 
beloved furry friend, Cilla 

the dog who visits the school at 
lunchtime. Do you know why Cilla 
comes into school?  Ruth is Cilla’s 
owner and a volunteer for the 
charity, Pets as Therapy (PAT), a 
national charity with the aim of 
improving the mental well-being 
and health of people across the 
UK. Volunteers take their pets into 
care homes, hospitals, hospices, 
schools and prisons to ensure that 
everyone in all circumstances can 
feel the joy of having a pet.  PAT 
relies on volunteers, donations 
and fund-raising events for 
support and in 2023 the charity is 
celebrating 40 years of therapeutic 
visits, having been established in 
1983. 

Mental health is an ever-present 
topic of conversation among 
teenagers, especially in a rigorous 
school environment. Burn-out 
or feelings of isolation from 
mounting pressure (school-related 
or not) are very real issues that 
many of us face or might face 
in the future. Being surrounded 
by dogs like Cilla, without a 
doubt, is therapeutic. Seeing a 

dog approach you with pure, 
unfiltered happiness and affection 
is a feeling unlike any other. On a 
more scientific level, it is proven 
that stroking an animal can calm a 
person’s nervous system. Naturally 
and subconsciously, it slows your 
breathing and heart rate. Mental, 
emotional and physical health are 
all improved by spending time with 
a pet: taking a dog out into the 
fresh air for a walk, bonding with 
other dog walkers, exploring your 
local community, snuggling with 
your dog or cat on the sofa on cold 
wintry nights and the satisfaction 
that comes alongside the immense 
responsibility of caring for another 
living being. Unfortunately, not 
all of us are able to have our own 
pet for a host of reasons.  This is 
why Pets as Therapy is so useful.  
Getting the opportunity to stroke 
Cilla or watch her sniff about can 
give you a much-needed pick-me-
up, especially on a long, hard day. 

When Miss Hughes was asked why 
she thinks the school has chosen 
to work with Pets as Therapy, she 
said this: “Cilla is a gorgeous dog 
and I just love seeing her at school 

-- getting to tug a dog’s ears 
during the working day gives me 
a real boost. From what I see, this 
is the same for all of the staff and 
students who stop to scruff her 
neck and say hello. I know that a 
lot of people are scared of dogs, 
so perhaps her presence could 
also persuade them that the vast 
majority of dogs are lovely”. The 
work done by Pets as Therapy 
is truly invaluable. Miss Hughes 
continued, “I know people who 
take their dogs into homes for the 
elderly. For those who can’t get 
out and about anymore, or can 
no longer have their own dog, 
this must be just wonderful. My 
friend has a fully-trained therapy 
dog called Mabel who goes into 
school with her husband, which 
is just incredible.” Community 
donations are essential to continue 
the work done by Pets as Therapy. 
These fundraising events can 
be pet-related (like a sponsored 
dog walk), but even if you don’t 
have an animal, you can still get 
involved with this phenomenal 
charity. Visit petsastherapy.org.uk 
for guidance or ask Ruth when you 
see her and Cilla around school.

“

A Visit from Cilla of 

Pets as Therapy

I know people who take 
their dogs into homes 

for the elderly. For those 
who can’t get out and 
about anymore, or can 
no longer have their 

own dog, this must be 
just wonderful.

By Meghna Rao
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As we all know, the Charities Committee at 
LGS is always organising charity events 

and opportunities for our school community to 
be giving and generous. This includes giving in 
response to huge international crises, e.g. giving 
aid to those affected by the current war in Ukraine, 
but also giving to our local community.  

The Charity Committee organised an Easter egg 
collection in the Lent Term. The eggs started 
rolling in steadily and in the end, about 150 eggs 
were collected. They were then distributed to 
three local food banks: Jubilee Foodbank in 
Market Harborough, St Cuthbert’s Church food 
pantry in Great Glen, and the Oadby Foodbank in 
Oadby. These eggs were taken to the foodbanks 
and distributed to those in need to bring some 
smiles during this festive period. 

 Food banks are increasingly vital in our current 
economic state with the cost-of-living crisis and 
constant changes being made, as we attempt 
to recover the economy after the impacts of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. It is ever-important 
to recognise our privilege and realise that we 
have so much more than many others across the 

world and also others right in our back gardens. 
Donating to food banks provides support to 
those going through tough times, typically giving 
essential food items to be used when necessary. 
It is heart-warming, however, to do something a 
little bit special over the Easter period.  A huge 
chocolatey Easter egg has the ability to boost 
morale when sweet treats may be a luxury some 
cannot afford and helps everyone to feel included 
in Easter celebrations regardless of their financial 
situation. 

This is not the first year the school has organised 
an Easter Egg collection and I have no doubt that 
it will not be the last.  Maybe next year we will be 
able to donate 200 eggs or even 300!

An Eggcellent Easter 
for the Charities Committee

by Meghna Rao
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When we arrived in Italy, 
although exhausted by 

the long journey, everyone was 
mesmerised by the architecture 
and sense of history in Rome. 
We had 30 minutes of rest (not 
nearly enough) and then we 
headed off to the Hard Rock 
Café to eat – the food was 
amazing, and afterwards we 
were all feeling ready to walk 
to the Spanish Steps. There we 
saw the industry and diversity 
of the city – many high-end 
fashion shops and also small 
food businesses. Needless to 
say, many, many photos were 
taken.

The next day, we visited the 
Imperial Forum Museum where 

we saw many ancient artefacts 
and beautiful paintings. Then 
we walked around Rome, and 
even though our feet were 
aching like anything, we all 
still wanted to see the main 
attraction: the Colosseum. It 
was just like the pictures, and 
it was easy to imagine many 
people in the amphitheatre. We 
were all quite hungry by that 
point, so after we ate some 
lunch, we then went to the 
Foro Romano, where we saw 
many beautiful, historic sites. 
This was my favourite site, 
displaying how civilised Rome 
actually was, and we had an 
insight into how the ancient 
Romans lived. We saw houses 
of the rich and the poor, and 

we learnt history about famous 
people and places, one example 
being Livia (wife of Emperor 
Augustus), who highlighted the 
standards for how to be a good 
Greek wife. She would leave 
the door open to allow people 
to look in to see what she was 
doing; she was almost always 
found weaving, and she was 
dressed very modestly with 
her hair up. After dinner we 
went to the Trevi Fountain. It 
displays Neptune on his chariot. 
It was as pretty as it is in the 
pictures (especially at night), 
and we had the opportunity 
to have some delicious gelato. 
Afterwards, we headed back to 
the hotel rooms for some much-
needed rest. 

Classics Trip to 
Rome and Sorrento 

Easter 2023
by Amruta Pabbaraju and Ella Kitchen, Year 10
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Then on Sunday, we got up 
bright and early to visit The 
Capitoline Museum. It was 
HUGE. It had the prettiest 
paintings and mosaics that I’ve 
ever seen, giving us insights into 
Roman art and culture. It was 
amazing to see. Then we visited 
the Basilica San Clemente. Due 
to the hatred towards Christians 
in the past, the church was a 
secret until the 4th century 
when freedom of religion was 
granted. After the 4th century, 
a basilica was built as, not only 
a celebration of religion, but 
also a devotion to the grave of 
Saint Clement, the third pope to 
succeed Peter. This was another 
one of my favourite spots, not 
only because of the beauty of 
the church, but also because 
of how much history it holds. 
Then we walked for a while and 
after lunch (near the beautiful 
Pantheon), we went to the Ara 
Pacis Museum. The main marble 
monument in the museum 
commemorates the peace 
brought to the Mediterranean 
after successful battles in 
Hispania and Gaul. Afterwards, 
we toured Rome again and then 
went to the hotel to pack our 
suitcases for Sorrento. 

We all packed into the bus once 
again, slightly tired from playing 
pool and beating Mr Pratt at 
table football before we went to 
bed, then chatting away in our 
rooms after a fun-filled, action-
packed, pasta-eating day, yet 
ready in our shorts and t-shirts 
for the trip to Sorrento. The sun 
was shining as the bus arrived 
at Villa Hadriana, everyone 
soon after running off with 
their friends into the incredible 
classical world. As we travelled 
around this city-like palace, 
we were joined by lizards in 
the grand pillared rooms and 
humongous archways. Laughing 
and running down secret 
stairways and hidden rooms 
surrounded by flowers and 
green grass, we came upon a 
stunning pond. The view was 
unreal, the water sparkling in 
the sun, the background lined 
with trees. Sadly, we had to 
return to the bus, but not before 
visiting souvenir shops and 
buying wacky bucket hats, and 
taking our BeReals with Dr VA. 
The day wasn’t over yet as we 
came to Opionis Villa, where the 
colourful rooms, with intricately 
painted walls of peacocks and 
harpists amazed us with the 
homeliness that was so well 
preserved. As the day closed in 
on us, we were met with more 
beauty as we saw glimpses of 
Mount Vesuvius against the 
sunset before arriving at our 
new hostel. Later as we took 
a slow saunter, as Dr Donnelly 
called it, through the streets, 
the volcano appeared to be 
hovering over the sea, with a 
starry sky above us. 

Tuesday was a fun but chilly 
day. We visited Herculaneum, 
which felt like a modern 
town, with most buildings still 
standing. We were able to walk 
through people’s past lives and 
met many cats along the way. 

Next, we were faced by Mount 
Vesuvius itself. We all trekked 
up the volcano until we were 
looking into its crater, as steam 
was spotted coming from the 
deadly monster’s mouth. We 
left shivering and smiling. But 
we had one last trip into the 
centre of Sorrento after dark. 
Everyone ran free, buying 
clothes and gelato and we even 
had a disco in a gelateria. We 
danced through the streets on 
the way back.

The following day, Pompeii 
connected to my Year 7 soul 
as we came upon Caecilius’ 
house, yet found that Caecilius 
non est in horto. I was 
astonished by the size of the 
city: we found temples, the 
forum with towering statues 
and the famous baths. As we 
were leaving, we saw casts 
of Pompeiians, frozen in time 
and crying out for help in 
their final moments. Finally, 
we visited the Museum of 
Naples. There we recreated 
poses of colossal statues, 
danced around in music rooms, 
and were consumed by the 
artwork that was everywhere, 
including the ceiling. Soon 
after, unfortunately, we had to 
prepare to go back to England, 
where the sun did not shine and 
there was no gelato.
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greenery. We wandered along the beautiful scenery. 
A fountain which shot jets of water across a pathway 
was incredibly attractive, as lots of us were keen to 
cool off on such a warm day. We later participated in 
a tour of the Poison Garden, where we learnt about 
drugs found in nature, along with the symptoms 
and stories about each one. We then retired to our 
accommodation, The Sill at Hadrian’s Wall by YHA.

Our second day began with a long walk along 
Hadrian’s Wall. We admired the views from the top 
of the high hills of northern England, aware of the 
importance of the wall in Roman times. Our first 
destination was a mile castle. Situated every Roman 
mile, these small forts were used by Romans as tax 
collection points, but were also exploited by the 
Roman soldiers as these mile forts were the only way 
across the wall. After a break at the mile castle, we 
continued our walk, heading towards the Housesteads 
Roman fort. It was built in AD 124, two years after 

Classics Trip to 
Hadrian’s Wall
by Dimitrios Valsmakis, Henry Allen, and Aiden Cheng, Year 8

On June 29th, 2022 many Year 8 students, along 
with Mr Pratt, Mr Grimadell, Mrs Brookes, 

Mr Allen, Dr Donnelly, and Miss Driver, went on 
a Classics and History trip to the 73-mile-long 
Hadrian’s Wall. Our trip began at approximately 
7:00 that morning and everyone was eager and 
excited. After a long journey on the coach, our first 
destination was Alnwick Castle in Northumberland. 
This castle, now owned by Ralph Percy, the 12th 
Duke of Northumberland, was a stronghold in the 
north of England from the 11th century. The building 
was immediately recognisable as it has been used 
in numerous films, including some featuring Harry 
Potter. We participated in a Fantasy Castle workshop, 
building a castle based on the designs of the keep 
and bailey of Alnwick Castle itself. We were also 
given a guided tour of the castle grounds and an 
explanation of its defence system, strategic positions, 
and designs. Alnwick Garden is splendid and majestic, 
with numerous fountains and plenty of hedges and 
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Hadrian’s Wall. Its stone ruins today indicate its 
uses and uniqueness. Kevin from Ancient Britain 
led us through Housesteads, explaining its historical 
background and importance. Later, we were guided 
through Vindolanda village, and viewed the ruins 
from its taverns and butcheries to 
the barracks and the commanding 
officer’s house. Kevin gave a lively 
description of the Roman soldiers 
and Britons’ lives. The soldiers 
lived in cramped conditions, with 
eight men in a single small room. 
However, they were given a daily 
ration of 1 litre of alcohol, with a 
rich diet of meat and a kilogram 
of wheat. We watched volunteers 
in action helping archaeologists 
dig on site. Then we moved on 
to the museum, where we learnt 
about different findings on the 
site, including a coin collection 
of considerable size, the world’s 
largest collection of leather 
boots of Roman times, and 
fragments of military equipment. 
We then went to the Roman 
Army Museum, which was also 
part of the Vindolanda Trust. 
There we watched a short 3D 
film which explained in more detail the background 
of the Vindolanda site. We learnt about the Roman 
soldiers, their rations, armour, and Hadrian’s Wall. We 
returned to the hostel after a tiring day. 

Day Three began with a full breakfast, and we 
packed our luggage, setting off for Richmond Castle. 
We arrived at Richmond Castle in the morning and 
travelled around the ruins. The massive tower let 
us see for miles and we got to learn lots about the 

ancient town that surrounded 
it. We explored the tower, with 
its hall for entertainment and 
for settling civil affairs and 
arguments. We got to travel 
through the gardens which was 
more of an excuse to run about. 

We then arrived at Fountains 
Abbey. The abbey, opened in 
the 12th century, is today a 
UNESCO World Heritage site. It 
was a grand monastery before 
it was dissolved by Henry VIIl 
in 1536. We explored the large 
site, then the abbey itself. 
The magnificent ruins were of 
huge scale; its arches, towers 
and design awed us. Then we 
wandered along the paths 
around the park. We returned to 
LGS at 7:00 after three days of 
tiring but entertaining exploring. 
Everyone had a great time but 

were equally glad to get back home. Thank you very 
much to Mr. Pratt for organising this trip and to our 
teachers who accompanied us.
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From Tony Stark to Anakin 
Skywalker, heroes with fatal 

flaws are at the heart of many of 
our most exciting stories. When 
Mrs Katy Cawkwell (pictured) 
came to speak to Years 7 and 9 
on a cold Friday at the beginning 
of February, invited by Mr Pratt, 
she took us back to a time 
when the archetype was first 
established.

A storyteller specialising in Greek 
mythology, Mrs Katy Cawkwell 
spoke to us in the St Nicholas Hall 
and had us fascinated by tales of 
the Trojan war, the great doomed 
hero Achilles and the wily and 
resourceful king of Ithaca, 
Odysseus. With the resonant 
clang of a gong, she plunged 
us into a world of vengeance, 
fecklessness, ruptured friendships 
and catastrophic consequences, 
all stemming from the naïve 
decisions of one young man.

The tale began when Eris, the 
spirit of strife and goddess of 
discord, threw a golden apple, 
provocatively labelled “to the 
fairest”, down into the wedding 
of the nymph Thetis and Prince 
Peleus, at which all the gods were 
present. Aphrodite, Hera and 

Athena squabbled over the fruit 
and were still arguing when they 
all got back to Olympus. Zeus, 
weary of the bickering, eventually 
ruled that the fighting had to 
end and called the young Trojan, 
Prince Paris to be the final arbiter. 
Each goddess offered him gifts if 
he chose them: power and fame 
and the throne of Troy from Hera; 
formidable combat skills from 
Athena; and, from Aphrodite, the 
most beautiful woman in the world 
-- Helen, wife of King Menelaus 
of Mycenae, to be his wife. Paris, 
being a young man and also a 
bit of an idiot, chose to give the 
apple to Aphrodite, who then cast 
a spell on Helen to make her fall in 
love with Paris, with famously epic 
and tragic consequences. Helen, 
who promptly eloped with Paris, 
became “the face that launched a 
thousand ships” -- Greek ships, all 
very soon on the way to Troy. At 
the centre of the saga is Achilles, 
the son of Thetis and Peleus. 
He was a mighty warrior with a 
physical weakness: a vulnerable 
spot on his heel where he was 
held as he was dipped in the 
immortalising waters of the River 
Styx as a baby. He had a character 
flaw too: his hot-headedness and 
lust for revenge, which eventually 

led him to his death outside 
the gates of Troy, Paris’s arrow 
directed to his heel by the 
meddling Athena.

I’m a sucker for the Greek myths, 
so this was just my type of visitor, 
and it was great to hear the 
stories from someone who knows 
them so well. As we all know, the 
dramatic tale of love, misfortune 
and brutal battle ended after ten 
years with Troy in flames, the 
Greeks bloodily victorious, Paris 
dead and Helen recaptured by 
Menelaus, with a lot of explaining 
to do. The story, captured by 
Homer in “The Iliad”, and the tales 
that followed, immortalised in his 
superior sequel “The Odyssey”, 
remains vivid and relevant today, 
as heroes continue to grapple 
with their mortal failings and fate 
deals out terrible twists. You can 
detect echoes of the Greek myths 
in many of the great stories of our 
own time, from “Star Wars” to the 
Marvel universe.

I’d really like to thank Mrs Katy 
Cawkwell for bringing an ancient 
blockbuster to life for us. If she 
has a heroic flaw, it is that she 
doesn’t come and tell us stories 
more often.

Love and 
Bloodshed 

on a Friday Morning

by Theo Woods, Year 9

51



(Vidhi Thakor is the first 
ever LGS student to reach 
the National Final in this 
challenging competition.)

The Linguistics Olympiad, 
hosted by the Classics 
department, is a fantastic 
challenge that helps students 
tap into their natural skills so 
they can discover and analyse 
languages that they have never 
seen before. The paper includes 
puzzles involving languages 
from all around the world for 
students to sink their teeth 
into. There are three different 
levels, Foundation, Intermediate 
and Advanced, which make 
the challenge accessible for 
students at any level. In fact, 
students from every year group 
took part this year, from Prep to 
Year 13. Each paper includes a 
selection of increasingly difficult 
problems to solve, including 
languages such as Mazateco, 

Competing in the UK 
Linguistics Olympiad

which allows its speakers to 
communicate by whistling, or 
Taos, which is only spoken by 
800 people. Many of these 
languages are indigenous or 
endangered: the Linguistics 
Olympiad helps to preserve 
them as well as ensuring that 
no-one has an unfair advantage, 
as competitors are unlikely to 
speak these languages already.

In order to do well at these 
problems, students will need 
to practice their problem-
solving skills and do as many 
past papers as they can, since 
there are no problems that can 
be solved by remembering 
information. Additionally, the 
languages studied at school 
can provide a strong foothold 
for competitors, especially 
Latin and Greek, which can 
improve puzzle-solving skills 
and encourage logical thinking 
as well as equip students 

by Vidhi Thakor, L6th 

with strong grammatical 
knowledge to help them with 
the competition and also with 
communication in their daily 
lives. If students pass through 
into the second round of the 
Olympiad, they gain access 
to online training sessions to 
improve their linguistic skills 
so they have the best possible 
chance at succeeding. The best 
competitors in the second round 
will proceed to the international 
Linguistics Olympiad, in which 
they can compete with teams 
from all around the world who 
share their love of languages.

The Linguistics Olympiad is 
a great opportunity for all 
students – not only does it 
improve linguistic ability, but it 
also encourages lateral thinking 
and improves problem solving 
skills. These skills are valuable 
for all students, whether they 
take languages or sciences.
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Caroline Alexander “The Iliad” (Average rating +5.5)
Caroline Alexander’s translation is praised by the 
reviewers for being true to the original Greek. 
She provides a line-by-line free verse translation 
and maintains the same line numbering as the 
original. The language is judged to be simple and 
straightforward yet keeping a heroic register and 
achieving a gracefully flowing translation that is 
both noble and epic. Alicia Stallings comments that 
at times the translation, while remaining faithful to 
the content, strays from the manner of the original. 
In keeping so close to the Greek, her English is also 
sometimes peculiar. Caroline Alexander’s personal 
anti-war viewpoint also comes through in her 
interpretation of the epic, which is in contrast to 
Homer who narrates with objectivity. Overall, the 
reviews are very positive about the work, with Alicia 
Stallings ending her review with “I suspect Arnold 
… might approve” and Max Gabrielson calling it “an 
altogether outstanding translation”.

Robert Fagles “The Iliad” with Introduction and 
Notes by Bernard Knox (Average rating +6)
In a very positive review, Oliver Taplin credits this 
translation with all of the required qualities of being 
plain, direct, noble, and rapid. He praises the rhythm 
and the spoken language, making this version more 
performable than others. He feels that Fagles has 
captured the toughness and the humanity of those 
caught up in the conflict, as Homer does in the 
original. His main criticism is regarding “patchy use 
of archaism and odd phraseology.” Mendelsohn too 
likes the energy and clarity of the translation as 
keeping with that of the original, and Fagles’ attention 
to trying to capture the sounds and words of the 
original, with the use of repetitions and alliterations. 
In Stephen Mitchell’s translation, one thousand lines 
of the Greek which are disputed by some as being 
un-Homeric, including all of book 10, are left out 
altogether. Mitchell has also chosen not to include 
many of Homer’s epithets and patronyms.

Robert Fagles “The Odyssey”, Introduction and 
Notes by Bernard Knox (Average rating +6.5)
The language in Robert Fagles’ translation of “The 
Odyssey” is praised in the reviews for being noble 
and elevated and successfully conveying the sense of 
drama of the heroic Greek poem.  The diction is plain 
and simple, and together with the overall rhythm it 
achieves an effect that is lively and rapid. The style is 
vigorous and energetic, and these are all important 
characteristics of the original. The variable line lengths 
with mostly five or six beats but ranging from three 
to seven is judged “inefficient” by David Slavett and 
“unlike Homer” by Richard Jenkyns.  Other minor 
departures from the original mentioned are a loose 
interpretation of the syntax in places, a loose handling 
of formulas in the lines introducing speeches, and not 
always being as objective and transparent as Homer. 
However, the overall impression of the reviewers is 
very positive in terms of fidelity to the original. 

Peter Green “The Odyssey: A New Translation” 
(Average rating +7)
Peter Green is praised in the reviews of his translation 
of “The Odyssey” for faithfully repeating epithets 
and formulaic phrases. The reviewers like the 
language he employs as it is not excessively archaic 
or too colloquial. He is also credited with closely 
following the original Greek in translating words, 
following “its linear rhetoric and syntax”, and also 
for using transliteration of Greek names. Comparing 
Peter Green’s translation with Emily Wilson’s, 
Thomas Cooksey believes Green’s version “offers 
an experience closer to the original” and in Susan 
Kristol’s opinion Green “is more faithful to the Greek 
text, word for word.”

The Best 
Translations of
“The Iliad” and 
“The Odyssey”
An Extract from 
Milly Kotecha’s EPQ Essay
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Over the last year, over 
400 teams of students 

have been competing in the 
CyberCenturion 2022/23 
challenge – an online 
competition, in which schools 
across the country compete 
live to gain as many points 
as possible, by finding 
‘vulnerabilities’ in a compromised 
computer, under the pretence 
of a company or organisation, 
who have requested our help to 
recover and secure their network. 
These vulnerabilities can include 
anything from a user on the 
network having a weak password, 
to editing the firewall on the 
computer to prevent people 
accessing it from outside the 
organisation, while still allowing 
the computer to perform the 
tasks required for the company. 
The competition was run over 

three weekends in the Advent 
term with the difficulty of the 
round increasing each time, 
making the vulnerabilities harder 
to find.

In the first round, Tom was 
away at an international sailing 
competition, so it was just 
Arjun, Robert and J competing. 
Luckily, as the difficulty of the 
rounds increases over time, we 
didn’t struggle too much with 
this first round. We had two 
computers, one running Ubuntu 
20 (very easy) and the other 
running Fedora 36 (easy). We 
gained points quickly for the 
first three hours, fixing the basic 
and obvious vulnerabilities, until 
we hit a wall and gained points 
slowly afterwards. We ended up 
getting 188/200 points, placing 
32nd out of 400 teams.

The second round had some 
technical difficulties. The school’s 
firewall was blocking the virtual 
machine’s connection to the 
scoring server. We had to try and 
fix this rapidly, as it was eating 
into our possible time to score 
points! After several hours of 
hard work, Mrs Sian & Mr Hickens 
decided that the problem 
couldn’t be fixed and told 
everyone that they were going 
to have to head home. BUT, as 
this year was the last chance for 
our team to compete, we took a 
copy of the virtual machines back 
to Tom’s house and competed 
from there. Because of the whole 
kerfuffle with the firewall, time 
taken to move images to our 
personal laptops, and the journey 
to Tom’s house, we ended up 
only having two hours and thirty 
minutes to compete, instead 

CyberCenturion Finalists
by J Russ, Thomas Onions, Arjun Kotecha and Robert Dunkley
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of the full six hours. Plus, this 
round was harder, having an 
easy difficulty Ubuntu machine, 
and a medium difficulty Ubuntu 
machine. Despite all of this, 
we managed to score 152/200 
points, placing us 17th for that 
round, very good considering our 
circumstances.

The third and final round was 
the hardest for everyone. Luckily, 
the issue with the firewall had 
been resolved, and so we could 
be at school. For this round, we 
had a medium difficulty Ubuntu 
machine and a super-hard 
difficulty Ubuntu machine. Arjun 
and Tom worked together on the 
medium machine, as they had 
proved to be an excellent duo 
in the second round. After six 
hours of hard work, we racked 
up 103/200 points, which placed 
us 6th out of 400 teams for this 
round. Once all the rounds had 
been completed, Josh Duncan 
(the leader of CyberCenturion) 
counted everyone’s points, 
deducted points for teams who 
had broken certain rules, and 
released a final scoreboard with 
everyone’s final points on it. The 
top ten teams from the Senior 
category made it into the final. 
Incredibly, we managed to place 
in the top ten nationally, and 
therefore, made it into the finals, 
for the first time in LGS history!

After a long four months, the 
time for the finals arrived. 
They were hosted at the 
STEM Learning Centre, at the 
University of York on April 
20th, 2023. We travelled up to 
York on Wednesday evening, 
staying overnight in student 
accommodation to allow us to 
be more energised for the day of 
hard work ahead. We also took 
this opportunity to introduce 
ourselves to some other teams, 
who were very impressed by our 

team clothing -- a massive thank 
you to Mrs Hunt for organising 
the team merch. 

We woke up on the day of the 
finals, in high spirits. After a 
short introduction, we found 
that the day would be split into 
two competition sessions: one 
in the morning, and another in 
the afternoon. These sessions 
were each two hours long 
with 30 minutes for lunch. The 
competition periods would be 
in the same format as previous 
rounds, the only difference being 
that we had three computers 
to secure. After competing in 
the first of the two sessions, 
we realised that it was much 
harder than we had expected. 
Despite there being around 
120 vulnerabilities, adding up 
to a total of 300 points, nine 
of the best teams in the UK 
had not found a single one. We 
finished the first session with 
26 points, placing us 4th in the 
competition. A short speech by 
a representative of the sponsor, 
Northrop Grumman, followed 
and he gave us some interesting 
information on degree level 
apprenticeships and university 
advice.

We then took our break for 
lunch, chatting with the other 
teams. All the teams were very 
friendly, particularly the teams 
from Kettering and the Isle of 
Man – the leader of the latter 
team, mature-student, Adam was 
great fun. In the final session, it 
was very tedious as the majority 
of our work was trial and error. 
Testing a solution out and finding 
it didn’t gain us any points began 
to get frustrating. Before we 
knew it, the competition was 
over and we ended up with 53 
points, getting us 5th place out 
of the over 400 teams who had 
registered nationally.

We returned to LGS after 
achieving this excellent result. 
Thank you to Mrs Sian for 
organising the competition 
and communicating with Josh 
Duncan to keep it all running 
smoothly. Thank you to Mr 
Kelham for driving us down, 
keeping us in order, and for his 
efficient parking. Super thanks 
to Mrs Hunt for designing the 
team logo and merch. Thanks to 
Mr Hickens for his amazing effort 
in round two – working on a 
Saturday to help us.
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When and why did you first take an interest in 
the subject? 
I’ve loved DT since I started at LGS in Year 7. I’ve 
always enjoyed creative subjects, but liked Maths 
and the more academic subjects too. DT is such 
a good mix of these: there are so many aspects 
to it and, especially at A-Level, you get so much 
freedom to work with and pursue the projects 
that interest you. 

Please tell me about your final DT project. 
It is a motorbike stand designed with user 
accessibility in mind. Its intended use is to lift 
bikes of similar size and weight to a pit bike, 
holding them stable in a raised position, letting 
the user easily and safely do general maintenance 
work on their bike. The most interesting feature 
is the ratchet-like automatic locking mechanism, 
which lets the user lift and lock their bike in place 
without having to use their hands at all. 

Why did you decide to do this? 
Last May I went to the British Superbike 
Championship at Donington Park, as part of 
some work experience organised by the Physics 
department. While there, I met Chris Ganley, a 
one-armed motorcyclist. We spoke about how he 
has adapted his bike and the struggles he faces 
with regard to biking. After meeting him and 
doing quite a lot of further research, I decided on 
this project and began designing. 

What has been the most challenging part of 
creating the project? 
 The most challenging part of the project itself 
was definitely the automatic locking mechanism. 
Drawing the designs for it was difficult enough, 
but then modelling it in cardboard and on 3D 
design software was even more of a challenge. 
The mechanism is quite small, and trying to weld 
that together was a true test of my patience. I 
honestly cannot describe the relief I felt once it 
was all finally together and working. 

Liana Brookes
featured A-level Design Tech Student
Interview by Florence Warren

Do you plan to continue with DT after you leave 
school? 
Yes, definitely. I am planning to study mechanical 
engineering at a university in Switzerland, with a year 
in industry, and then I think I will continue to work in 
engineering, internationally if I can do so.
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What do you enjoy most about 
DT projects?
The whole process of designing 
through to the final making of a 
product is really interesting, but 
the part I enjoy the most is the 
initial creative drawings of what 
the final product might be.

Please tell us about your final 
GCSE DT project.
For my final project I designed 
and made a desk lamp where 
the light changes colour at a 
determined time, to benefit 
users by influencing them to 
stop using their screens at the 
end of the working day. 
What was the most difficult 
aspect of this project?
During the making of the 
product I had to learn lots of 
practical skills that I hadn’t 
planned on, like using a lathe 
and how to safely make 
electrical wiring assemblies.

Will you continue with DT 
in the future, as a career or 
hobby?
I am interested in how buildings 
are laid out and used, combined 
with the aesthetics, so I am 
hoping to have a career in 
architecture which follows this 
interest and allows me to be 
creative. I am continuing DT at 
A-level as a route to achieving 
my goal.

Eleanor Ashcroft
featured GCSE Design Tech Student
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Farewell to Mr Burns 
What inspired you to pursue a teaching 
career?
I was working as a designer, and I liked the 
idea of a more varied job. As a designer, you 
often refine the same thing for months on 
end, whereas in teaching, your task changes 
hour by hour. The skills I had in my job were 
very transferable to teaching. I’ve now been a 
teacher since 1997, so for around 26 years.

What was your most memorable moment at 
LGS?
We went to Tanzania in 2018 for 10 days. We 
worked with our partner school (in Moshi). 
We went up Kilimanjaro, well some of the way 
up, not all of it. We also went on a safari. You 
get to know the people on the trip better as 
well, which is nice. In terms of teaching, the 
high point of most years has been working 
with A-level pupils to get complex designs to 
work. Of course, also the Green Power club, 
(something you were involved in, Ivie), getting 
the car running for the first time and going to 
the first race. 

Why do you think DT is an important subject? 
It’s important in many ways. It’s good to have 
practical skills because when people don’t, 
they can really struggle, for example, to fix 
something at home. It’s also creative and there 
is lots of problem-solving in it. Even things 
like how you manage a project can be useful 
in many different jobs.  The computer skills 
needed are at quite a high level for DT, which 
can be useful elsewhere. The world is designed 

Interview by Ivie Iyasere, Year 10; Photo by Mrs Hunt

with technology, isn’t it? So, DT makes us 
informed consumers. 

What advice would you give to DT students? 
Don’t leave homework till the last minute! 
That’s probably the most important thing. In 
terms of life, take an interest in how things 
are designed and made. Things will change 
over time. We will need to repair things 
more, making better use of resources. Lots 
of opportunities for design and engineering 
careers. 

Do you have any plans for your retirement? 
Any hobbies you would like to start? 
I’ve got an old Volkswagen campervan that I 
need to put back together. That’s going to take 
maybe two or three years. Then I hope to use it 
to travel. That’s my main project, I think. 

What will miss you about LGS?
It won’t be the early starts, definitely not… I’ll 
miss the pace and the way you use your mind 
as a teacher. You constantly have to create 
things. I’ll miss that.  I will also miss interacting 
with all the pupils and staff. It’s a great place 
to work, with staff who are always friendly 
and helpful. The pupils are intelligent, and 
they’ve got lots of energy. You can have a good 
discussion with them.  As a community we’ve 
been through quite a lot of things recently, 
haven’t we? I think that is where we showed 
that we are a close community, and we look 
after each other -- with the pandemic and 
everything else. 
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What a year! – and one of great change in the 
Drama Department. In March, we waved Miss 

Adams off on maternity leave, welcoming baby Olivia 
soon after and temporarily losing Mr Stagg to paternity 
leave. At the start of the Trinity term, Mrs Garner, one 
of our LAMDA teachers and familiar to many through 
Lemon Jelly Arts, joined the department to cover 
lessons for a few weeks, bridging the gap before 
we welcomed back to LGS Miss Emma Rowbotham 
(OL ’12). Having been heavily involved in Drama as 
a student at school, Miss Rowbotham left to pursue 
a degree in Drama and Theatre Arts, followed by 
an MA in Acting. Since graduating, she has worked 
professionally, founded and run her own theatre 
company, led workshops in schools and worked on 
community projects. She also somehow finds time 
both to train a junior cheerleading team and compete 
herself, just recently becoming National Champion. We 
are delighted that she will not only be covering Miss 
Adams’ maternity leave, but also completing her PGCE 
with us over the coming year.

The dramatic year began with the main school 
production, a stage adaptation of F Scott Fitzgerald’s 
“The Great Gatsby”. Mr Stagg made his LGS directing 
debut alongside Miss Adams; he also created a 
fabulous lighting design, the specially-commissioned 
curved steps, around which the action revolved, 
strikingly lit with colour-changing LEDs. The 80-some 
cast, crew, front of house and staff helpers once again 
produced a superb show. The Lower School Production 
directed by Miss Adams and Mrs Garner was a full-
scale musical, the award-winning “Matilda Jr”. A 
company of around 100 brought Roald Dahl’s magical 
story to life. Special mention must go to Thomas Mann, 
who leaves this year having taken part in his final 
production. A first-class Stage Manager and Assistant 
Director, Tom has worked alongside teaching staff, 
casts and crews for a number of years, and has been 
a huge asset. Our Year 11 students enjoyed another 
fantastic day with Mark Wheeller, who wrote the 
GCSE Drama set text, “Hard to Swallow”. The students 
learned a huge amount through Mark’s practical, 
experimental approach to taking a script from page 
to stage. We saw some interesting and inspiring 

professional theatre: Frantic Assembly’s physical 
theatre production of “Othello”, the moving verbatim 
piece “All the Beds I have Slept In”, telling the stories 
of asylum seekers in the UK, the National Theatre’s 
critically-acclaimed production of “The Ocean at 
the End of the Lane”, with its amazing technical 
effects, and the recent De Montfort student/Curve 
collaboration, “Road”, the first we have seen in the 
newly-refurbished studio. Year 7 also had a wonderful 
day visiting London to see “Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child”.

GCSE and A-level students have delighted audiences 
once again with a range of performances. The Year 
11 scripted performances included extracts from 
plays spanning millennia, from Euripides’ “The Trojan 
Women” (451 BC) to “Bacon” and “We Should 
Definitely Have More Dancing”, both published last 
year. Year 10 took to the stage with their devised 
physical theatre pieces. It was certainly an evening 
of contrasts – from the powerful “Sent Away”, set in 
Nazi Germany, to the hilarious “Mine She Is”, a “Star 
Wars” fan’s love story. We also had our first lighting 
candidate, Thomas Sharman, showing real talent in 
his evocative lighting of the farce, “The Heist”. Year 
12 performed their reinterpretation of “Antigone”, 
using Frantic Assembly as their influence. Placing the 
story in modern Britain, with Creon portrayed as the 
arrogant PM, the chorus was reimagined as paparazzi. 
The year ended with the Prep’s annual Play-In-A-Day, 
with Miss Rowbotham at the helm. “NHS 75” (photo 
above) was a joyful and informative celebration of the 
75th anniversary of the founding of the National Health 
Service, looking back through history at some of the 
heroes who have helped to shape modern medicine. It 
was an uplifting and powerful end to Activities Week. 
The late June monsoon and subsequent waterfalls 
in the Drama Studio, interrupting school production 
call-backs, were not quite the drama we had planned. 
Undaunted, our next school play, “Education, 
Education, Education”, another LGS directing debut -- 
this time for Miss Rowbotham -- has been cast and will 
be coming to LGS in December 2023. With apologies 
to Shakespeare, you could say the Drama Department 
“looks on tempests, but is never shaken”.

Drama Overview of the Year
by A L Hulme, Head of Academic Drama
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After the success that followed 
2021’s “Oliver!” something 

spectacular was needed to top 
that production. I was amazed 
as I entered the hall. The set for 
”The Great Gatsby” was intricate, 
and the crowd slowly filled the 
tiered seating, but what caught 
my attention was the pair of 
glasses that hung above the stage. 
This was a billboard advertising 
an optician, but one deluded 
character thought that it was God 
watching people. These giant eyes 
watched over the events of the 
play and the audience at all times, 

even becoming illuminated with 
LED lights at certain points. 
We began with an enthralling 
opening sequence of the 
protagonist Nick Carraway, 
played by Gabriel Smith, being 
introduced to the wonderful 
and unfamiliar city of New York 
for the first time. With the song 
“Gimme that Swing!” and the 
chaotic events occurring on every 
part of the stage, I felt just as 
mesmerised as Nick – Gabriel’s 
fantastic performance perfectly 
captured his fish-out-of-water 
feeling. He then reunites with his 

cousin Daisy Buchanan, played 
by Riana Pathmanathan with a 
performance that managed to 
perfectly show not only the bubbly 
side of her character, but also the 
more melancholy one. While I 
unfortunately did not get to see 
Sohnum Banning perform as Daisy, 
those who did have praised her 
amazing and realistic performance. 
Nick is also introduced to Daisy’s 
husband, Tom Buchanan and 
friend, Jordan Baker, played 
by Jai Acquilla and Grace Mold 
respectively. Their performances 
are completely different and 

The Great Gatsby
LGS Production 2022
by Mila Vavan (photos by OL Katie Siddons)
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showcase the amount of talent in 
these productions, with Tom being 
intimidating and Jordan zealous. 
Following this was my personal 
highlight of the production, the 
sequence to “Marvellous Party”, 
which allowed for the ensemble 
to shine through their well-
executed and complicated 
dances. The dancing was my 
favourite element throughout, 
as it evidently took lots of 
practising and perfecting 
to achieve such a polished 
outcome. 

The audience is then introduced 
to the titular character, Jay 
Gatsby, at one of his extravagant 
parties, which felt full of energy 
and so immersive I almost 
thought I was really there. 
Charles Looker’s performance 
as Gatsby was compelling and 
perfectly captured his love for 
Daisy. The production manages 
to put an entertaining modern 
twist on the 1920s time period 
by using songs like “Late Night 
Talking” by Harry Styles and 
“Gangsta’s Paradise” by Coolio. 
The highlight was definitely 
Nandini Waghela’s performance 
of “Chandelier” by Sia at Gatsby’s 

house, which showcased her 
captivating voice and talent. I 
thoroughly enjoyed the music 
throughout and it was clear the 
rest of the audience did too. 
The play used movement 
sequences alongside dialogue 

which made the visualisation 
very interesting and once again 
allowed members of the ensemble 
to show their talent. The new spin 
on the play made it suspenseful at 
all times, and even though I was 

already familiar with the events, 
I was constantly on the edge 
of my seat. Tom and Gatsby’s 
argument over Daisy was the 
point where I felt most tense: 
it showed the maturity of the 
actors and actresses, and I could 
hardly believe they were not 
professionals. 

The play ends with Gatsby’s death, 
which made those around me 
audibly gasp and look around in 
disbelief – the killer then puts on 
a pair of glasses, a reminder of 
the detail and complexity of the 
play. The audience around me, 
myself included, had been on a 
rollercoaster of emotions and I did 
not want it to end. As I stood up 
in disappointment that it was all 
over, I heard everyone discussing 
the shock and tension they felt at 
certain moments, which made it 
clear that this production will be 
one to remember. Thank you to 
everyone involved who sacrificed 
their time to create something so 
entertaining. I would also like to 
give a special thank you to Miss 
Adams and Mr Stagg for arranging 
such an elaborate production that 
I consider to be one of the school’s 
absolute best.

“my personal highlight 
of the production, 
the sequence to 

“Marvellous Party”, 
which allowed for 
the ensemble to 

shine through their 
well-executed and 

complicated dances. 
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Gabriel Smith (Nick Carraway) – above left

How did you prepare for the role of Nick?
I think something that everyone struggles 
with at first is actually learning their lines 
and regurgitating them in the first couple of 
rehearsals. At this point, I was still getting to 
know Jordan and how she would say things, 
what she would think about certain situations. 
However, I think the most difficult thing for me 
when preparing for the role was actually cracking 
down on the accent. I could do a normal modern 
American accent before Gatsby, yes, but this era 
and character would have spoken in a completely 
different manner. Changing my voice to such 
a different tone was difficult but maintaining it 
throughout the whole play was harder.

I think the biggest challenge I faced when 
preparing for the part was, to a certain extent, 
simply learning all the lines! There were a fair few 
and I wanted to get them all learnt before I came 
back to school. Another challenge was perfecting 
the characterisation of Nick, who proved to be 
very complex and interesting. However, with the 
help of Mr Stagg and Miss Adams, I was able to 
develop my character into something which I 
hope was engaging and believable.

Charles Looker (Jay Gatsby) –
 above right

How did you prepare for the play?
Well, I had my Mother sending me 
‘How to do a New York Accent’ videos 
every night… but I think what helped a 
lot was watching Leonardo Dicaprio’s 
performance of Gatsby. It’s all well 
and good saying ‘flamboyant and 
confident’ but it’s a whole other thing 
manifesting that, so having an example 
to base some things like mannerisms 
on was helpful. I struggled more than 
I should have with backstage things 
like set changes because I was more 
focused on getting the acting right. 
Even though that was what caused 
the most problems… It was the 
gradual descent from ‘Untouchable 
and confident’ to ‘heartbroken and 
insecure’ that I found the hardest. Its 
not something you can get right first 
time and it took me a while to figure 
out.

Chatting with the cast of

“The Great Gatsby”
by Florence Warren (photos by OL Katie Siddons)
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Riana Pathmanathan (Daisy Buchanan)

What was the most challenging part of playing Daisy?
The New York accent was quite difficult to get the hang of, and I often found 
myself stumbling over the same words again and again whilst I was learning 
my lines. At some points it sounded Australian, Californian and even Welsh…
It was certainly a journey! Everyone has a different process but personally 
I find listening to accents the easiest way to learn them. I watched some 
productions of the novel on Youtube, and found videos of people speaking 
with the accent, which was very helpful. I was by no means perfect at the 
accent by the shows, but it was a very fun accent to learn.

I would say the most challenging part of playing Daisy was interpreting her 
character, and then translating that into my acting to communicate who she 
is to the audience. People who have read the novel often formulate differing 
opinions on her -- some people hate her and find her irritating, superficial 
and pathetic; others can sympathise with her -- they would say she is broken, 
complex and taken advantage of, especially by Tom. Sohnum and I both 
prefer the latter opinion -- we actually quite like her, and found ourselves 
sympathising with her quite a lot… although we were possibly quite biased. 
She is torn between the true love and adoration she receives from Gatsby, 
which she has always craved from Tom, and the status and stability Tom gives 
her, which comes to a climax in the Plaza Hotel scene in which Tom confronts 
Gatsby about the affair, and Daisy ultimately ends up going back to Tom. As 
Nick is our narrator, I found it helpful to think about how his view of all the 
characters changes throughout the play, as he comes to the realisation that 
everyone in this New York bubble is not who they first appear to be. When 
he is first reunited with Daisy, he is captivated by her charm and beauty, but 
as the story gradually unfolds and he sees how she lies, using her looks and 
status to get through life, he sees how truly imperfect she is. The audience 
sees the play from Nick’s perspective, subtly, so as his views changed, my 
portrayal of Daisy had to change too. Going between such different portrayals 
was definitely difficult.
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Jai Aquilla (Tom Buchanan) 

How did you prepare for the role of Tom 
Buchanan?
I watched a lot of films and other shows featuring 
characters that I thought mirrored Tom’s various 
attributes. After a bit of practice and experimenting 
after rehearsals, with the script and some other 
stuff, I came to a result that I was happy with. It 
was such a fun character to play and one of the 
best theatre experiences I’ve had so far. Confidence 
and execution, to sum it up. I thought that 
performing the role once would surely make doing 
it the second time a little easier, but the feeling of 
excitement crossed with dread and the pure thrill of 
doing the play recurred. Sometimes it was easier to 
slip out of concentration and lose focus, but staying 
committed and attentive while working ensured 
that I could often walk out of rehearsals feeling 
somewhat content and satisfied. Even through the 
most agonizingly slow parts, like the final technical 
runs, constantly stopping and starting just before 
your favorite line or number, it was key to keep on 
going at a good pace and push onwards. 

Grace Mold (Jordan Baker)

What was your favorite part of playing 
Jordan Baker?
 Jordan Baker is such an iconic character. I remember 
first reading her lines through and my thoughts were, 
“Wow okay, this character is the complete opposite 
of me: relaxed, confident yet modest, and a little bit 
nosy for gossip.” Something that I admire about Jordan 
is how ahead of her time she was -- she never held 
back what she wanted to say and she spoke her mind 
when she found it necessary. There was nothing fake 
about her. She did everything for herself and didn’t 
worry about what others thought. She played golf 
professionally, probably one of the first women to do 
so in her time. This is, however, until the end when 
she clearly does something she doesn’t want to do 
(marries someone she doesn’t love in Philadelphia). 
She conforms to the social norm of what was expected 
of women to do in that age -- I really wish she would’ve 
stuck with her morals and married Nick, who she 
truly loved. So, my favourite part about playing her 
character was portraying a character that women in all 
eras would look up to: notoriously captivating, quick-
witted and independent.
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He began by telling us 
that reading is the most 

important thing you can 
do to improve your school 
performance. He suggested 10 
to 20 minutes a day. As well 
as being entertaining, reading 
reduces stress and increases 
our emotional intelligence, he 
explained. He then described 
his first book, “Socks are Not 
Enough”, which is about a boy 
whose parents have decided to 
become nudists. When he read 
a bit from this book aloud, we 
all giggled. Holding up a small 
safe, he told us that someone 
might go home with the 
treasure inside, or he could take 
it home himself. A safe is a good 
metaphor for books, he told 
us, because you have to guess 
the code to understand a book 
or to open a safe. Much later in 
his talk, after all the volunteers 

performed the feats I will 
describe in my next paragraph, 
Ellis succeeded in guessing the 
code, by remembering various 
clues that Mr Lowery had 
mentioned. His prize was a copy 
of “The Jam Donut that Ruined 
my Life”, which was in the safe. 

When you write, he told us, a 
blank page is empowering. “You 
are in charge of your universe 
and anything can happen”, he 
said. He asked some students 
to stand up and pretend to 
be chickens and they did so. 
That showed us the power of 
an author over his imaginary 
world. Roald Dahl taught him 
to “Grab the reader by the 
throat in the first sentence and 
don’t let go.” After you have 
written a first sentence that 
will hook the reader, you need 
some tension or a problem – 

like a tug of war – for instance, 
Harry Potter versus Voldemort. 
The most essential part of a 
story is the characters, and 
when you are writing you can 
make the characters have any 
traits you want, so that they 
are unique. He asked different 
students to tell him why they 
should be chosen to come to 
the front. The first girl chosen 
said, “Because it’s raining 
today.” Mr Lowery called this a 
sob story, and said that every 
character needs to have one. 
Characters also need some kind 
of jeopardy and a resolution. 
He illustrated the jeopardy by 
making volunteers play “Play 
your Cards Right” and other 
volunteers transport cotton 
balls on spoons and drop them 
into a box, and then perform 
this action with a blindfold on 
and wearing a silly hat. 

“On April 21, 2023 an author called 
Mark Lowery came to visit Prep 
and Year 7 at LGS. For his visit, he 
had prepared a lot of interactive 
activities and many of them made 
us laugh. Mr Lowery has written a 
number of books all in the comedy 
genre. Roald Dahl is the author 
he admires most. He was with us 
for about an hour and we learnt 
so much. Instead of just telling 
us about his writing, he taught us 
how he writes through games and 
metaphors.” (Amrya Lidar, Year 7)

Jam Donuts, Treasure and the Importance of Reading

A Visit from Author, Mark Lowery
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Acting as part of the ensemble in “Matilda” in 
the Lent term this year was an experience 

that I will never forget. I have gained many new 
friends and I am sure the cast and crew will 
support me in saying that the rehearsals and late 
nights made our bonds even stronger. I am proud 
to say that I was involved in the production of 
“Matilda”.

When we first started rehearsals, we had to learn 
to wear facial expressions that were full and 
clear. The chorography from Mrs Garner helped 
us to develop our characters more. One of my 
favourite moments was when the set arrived 
and we could not wait to start rehearsing! Miss 
Adams was preparing us all for show night, 
making sure costumes were correct and lighting 
was in the right spots. She did an excellent job. 
Mr Stag and his tech team were a huge help in 
making our show the best it could be, adjusting 
mics and carefully aligning the spotlights so that 
we could all have our moment to shine. Robyn 
Longhill portrayed Matilda’s cleverness and 
determination really well. 

On the opening night, a Friday, we weren’t sure 
if we could perform due to the snow; however, 
when we discovered we could, it made us even 
more excited to get out onto the stage! I was 
told by many that they really enjoyed watching 
“Matilda” and they were glad they came. I for 
one I am so grateful I had the opportunity to 
be a part of such an amazing production. I look 
forward to more in the future.

Matilda 
our Junior School Production 2023

by Hetty Phillips, Year 8
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When we got off the bus 
in London, we were 

told to line up in registration 
order and were rushed inside a 
magnificent theatre with lots of 
steps and velvet. Red and gold 
overwhelmed you. We hurried 
up flights of stairs to find a 
spectacular but very high-up 
view of the stage. At first, I got 
dizzy just looking at the ground. 
Everyone sat down in their 
assigned places – luckily, all of us 
were with our friends. We were 
so excited when, at last, the play 
started.

The whole performance was 
spectacular, from the building to 
the costumes, to the actors and 
actresses. The show was divided 
into four segments with three 

intervals, including a long second 
interval in which we ate dinner. 
So it was not like watching “The 
Lord of the Rings” where you 
were pinned to the chair and 
not allowed to move for what 
seemed like thirty years. The play 
included Dementors at one point 
and, from where I was sitting, 
there were loud gasps, with 
people clinging to one another 
and even some screaming 
because the Dementors were 
only a couple of metres away 
from us. 

Around four o’clock, we filed out 
of the Palace Theatre and went 
into St Paul’s Church in Covent 
Garden, where we were allowed 
to eat our dinner. I could not 
believe how huge everything is in 

Year 7 Theatre Trip
by Aliya Anwar, Year 7

Central London. The chandeliers 
in the church were huge and 
there were thousands of name 
plaques on the walls. Although 
there was no stained glass, there 
was artwork and it was finely 
detailed. We ate our dinner, 
happy to be able to talk, finally. 

After this longer interval, 
Voldemort’s followers, the Death 
Eaters, started the show with an 
intimidating, odd dance routine, 
which made us worried that the 
Dementors were going to come 
back again. We were all getting 
quite tired by the end, so only 
a quiet murmur hung over the 
bus, as we were driven back to 
school. We would like to thank 
Miss Mould and Miss Adams for 
organising this superb trip.
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On March 20th, 2023, Miss Hadfield organised 
an evening English theatre trip for Year 8. 

On this day, Year 8 pupils who chose to go on the 
trip travelled to Stratford to watch Shakespeare’s 
famous “Julius Caesar” after having a picnic dinner 
in the refectory.

The theatre was pleasant and comfortable and the 
play itself was very modern. Male characters were 
played by both men (Julius Caesar, for example, see 
photo) and women (Brutus, for example, see photo, 
also Cassius, and others); the clothing was modern 
and quite casual. Diversity was displayed in the 
company’s use of actors: there was a lesbian couple 
(Brutus and Portia), there was a deaf man (who 
played Lucius) and the Roman chorus included a 
disabled actor. The blood was also shockingly black 
as they used oil. Dr Donnelly thought that the marks 
left on people’s clothing could represent a badge of 
dishonour, or petrol could have been used to allude 
to our complicity in global warming. 

The play started with a very odd and unique dance 
sequence during which the cast made some unusual 
noises such as howling. We think that this was done 
to show peer pressure and how the violence spread 
from one person to the whole group. After the 

opening introduction, we moved on to Act 1, where 
there was a plan to kill Julius Caesar before he had 
even accepted the crown of emperor. Cassius says 
of Caesar, “Why, man, he doth bestride the narrow 
world, like a Colossus, and we petty men walk under 
his huge legs.” Then he tells Brutus: “The fault, dear 
Brutus, is not in our stars, but in ourselves, that we 
are underlings.”

After the murder of Caesar, the actor was removed 
from the stage and a t-shirt stood in for his body, 
which was then covered with extra oil, as a woman 
came in with a pitcher full of it and poured it onto 
the t-shirt-body. When the conspirators bathed 
their hands and arms up to the elbows in Caesar’s 
blood, things got very messy and vivid on stage. 
We were able to see some of the vile consequences 
of the ensuing chaos and violence, with Cinna the 
poet being killed rather than Cinna the conspirator. 
However, soon after the intermission, there was a 
long unscheduled pause and people came out with 
brooms and cleaning cloths. At first, we thought 
this was part of the play, but actually, the actors had 
found the stage to be so slippery that it was unsafe. 
We then had to leave, but as we had only missed 
Act Five, we felt that we had still had had a very 
unique and intriguing experience of Shakespeare. 

“O, pardon me, thou bleeding piece of Earth!”

Year 8 Stratford Trip
by Shwethaa Selvakumar

68



ENGLISH AND DRAMA

On March 29th, 2023, the 
school welcomed Barnie 

Choudhury to give aspiring 
journalists a talk on his career and 
how we could make it possible 
to follow in his footsteps. (He 
also spoke to Year 10 about the 
essay “A Passage to Africa”, 
being friendly with George 
Alagiah.) Barnie is an award-
winning broadcast journalist with 
more than 35 years’ experience, 
including 24 years with the 
BBC. He specialises in delivering 
hard-hitting pieces on diverse 
communities, with topics such 
as forced marriage. In 2007, he 
managed to use his talent to 
campaign to change the law on 
forced marriage. He currently is 
an editor for the “Eastern Eye” 
which is the number one South 
Asian-British newspaper, as well as 
lecturing at the University of East 
Anglia.

He explained in detail all the 
steps we should take to build a 
similar career. I, for example, am 
interested in pursuing a career in 
fashion journalism and he helped 
me draw up a plan on how I may 

achieve that. It is clearly important 
to have a degree in journalism, yet 
he stressed that a degree alone 
was not enough. He explained 
that it is key to gain experience in 
the field, whether that is at your 
local newspaper or shadowing 
someone at a broadcasting station 
for a week. This is crucial to gain 
contacts in the industry which can 
help you when you start looking 
for jobs in journalism. On top of 
this, Mr Choudhury explained that 
you must start publishing your 
own articles on topics you feel 
passionate about. He used the 
example of the extremely unfair 
treatment of garment workers in 
Leicester factories for large fast-
fashion brands such as Boohoo, 
with workers were being paid less 
than minimum wage for extra-
long working hours. By educating 
yourself on the topics you wish 
to write about for magazines 
in the future, your knowledge 
will increase, which is extremely 
valuable to companies when 
deciding who they would hire. 
Due to the ever-increasing use of 
social media, he named platforms 
such as YouTube and Instagram as 

examples of ways you can make 
your voice heard. By doing all this, 
you are helping create yourself a 
portfolio, and the more developed 
your portfolio is, the more 
desirable a candidate you will be 
for the job. The next step would be 
a traineeship with a broadcasting 
company where you gain yet 
more experience and make more 
contacts in the industry, and after 
this, ideally, you will be able to get 
a job for a newspaper. 

The most important lesson I took 
away from the talk was how 
crucial it is to keep reaching out to 
those higher up in the industry for 
opportunities or help, because in 
most cases professionals would be 
willing to help if you make a good 
impression. You must keep learning 
and writing and therefore gaining 
more experience, as it helps you 
stand out in this competitive field. 
Barnie Choudhury greatly helped 
me begin to plan my next actions 
in order to kickstart my career 
in journalism and it was very 
inspiring meeting somebody who 
has worked so hard for the very 
successful career he has today.

A Visit from Journalist, 
Barnie Choudhury

by Florence Warren
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Mass Movement is a dance 
festival that is held all over 

the UK every year. A judge will 
go to every performance and the 
best, most interesting acts will be 
performed in a big city. Last year it 
was in Birmingham and this year it 
is in Newcastle. It is an opportunity 
for young dancers to appear on 
the stage in front of an audience 
before they perform in bigger 
more public places. 

I took part in the 2023 festival at 
the Curve Theatre. There were 
about 10 performances from 
all over Leicester. I go to Karen 
Looms Dance Academy, but I also 
go to Curve Young Company, who 
I performed with. Curve Young 
Company is part of the Curve; it 
is for young people to get stage 
experience. I am in the dance 
section but there are also acting, 
musical theatre and technical 
sections. 

We had to send in a video as an 
audition of our dance to get in, 
as it is a professional production, 
so Mass Movement wants only 
the best. We worked very hard 
to make our dance. Some of it 
we choreographed ourselves 
to make it personal and we 
rehearsed every week for 90 
minutes. My dance teacher is 
very nice but pushes us to the 
absolute limit. I have made many 
friends with my dance group, and 
I will audition next year.

On the first performance (out of 
two) the judge came to make her 
decision; however, we messed 
up a bit of the dance, which 
made the lighting look bad. I 
really hope we will perform in 
Newcastle despite our mistake. 
I am also nervous because all 
the other dances were good, so 
the judge may pick one of their 
dances instead. 

We will be changing the dance 
slightly, so it has a bit more 
punk style, so it is on theme for 
the punk exhibition (Rage and 
Revolution) we are performing 
in at the New Walk Museum. We 

have put a lot of effort into it, 
and I have enjoyed learning all 
about the punk era. I am also 
excited to see our costumes 
because the punks wore cool 
outfits. 

In the picture to the left, you 
can see my costume for Mass 
Movement: we all wore quite 
casual clothes, but the jeans were 
quite hard to dance in. Also, in 
the photo below, you can see me 
running on stage for the bow at 
the end.

Mass Movement 
at the Curve
by Scarlett Clarke, Year 9
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Over Easter vacation 2023, A-level Geography students 
went to Iceland to see a topic that they had been 

studying and a beautiful land, vastly different to England in 
its scenery. 

A favourite part of the trip was visiting all of the waterfalls, 
especially Gullfoss, as its pure size was amazing and 
unexpected. Getting to see the Golden Circle, a tourist route 
through southern Iceland, and the volcanoes was also really 
interesting as it was the first time most of us had seen a 
volcano. It was shocking how few people were around: the 
population is similar in size to Leicester. Another surprise 
was how cold it was there, especially by the sea coast in 
Reykjavik, as the sea breeze made it feel below zero.
We went to Reynisfjara, a famous black sand beach – the 
sand is formed of ground-down volcanic particles and it 
sparkles -- but we had to be careful as the waves can take 
you away very easily. The black sand was astonishing. It 
helped us to see how all of Iceland’s glaciers, waterfalls and 
geysers were formed and their function in the Icelandic 
landscape. There was also lots of snow, which we had not 
seen for a while in England. 

We learned that geothermal energy is used everywhere 
in Iceland as it only costs seven pounds to fully charge an 
electric car. This energy was also used to heat hot springs, 
pavements and driveways. A highlight of the trip was visiting 

Iceland’s Black Beaches, 
Waterfalls and Geysers

by James Barton and Tom Lord, L6th form (Only Tom was actually there.)

the pools heated by natural geothermal 
energy; it was like having a really warm hot-
tub but with soil at the bottom, and although 
the pool was a bit crowded and small, it was 
still really fun. We really enjoyed our time in 
Iceland and would love to go back there to 
see more of the country. The flight there and 
back was quick and easy, although we got 
back quite late.
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Mr Allen has been a member of the History 
department for 35 years, as well as leading 

the History department for 12 years and being Head 
of Sixth Form for 21 years. He is an inspiring and 
passionate teacher who will be missed greatly by both 
staff and pupils. 

What memories do you have from the old site?
Undoubtedly, the biggest event in my career at LGS was 
the move to the current site. I joined the school in 1988 
so I spent a longer period of time at the Peacock Lane 
site. I go past the old school every day, bringing back 
memories. Situated in the heart of Leicester, it felt more 
associated with the city. The cathedral was central to 
the school as we went there for services and even Sixth 
Form assemblies! I have some wonderful memories of 
carol services there. I feel that we have lost some of our 
history as many pupils here probably don’t even know 
where the old school was.

What are some of your favourite memories from 
teaching at LGS?
Late one evening I chased a burglar down Peacock 
Lane to retrieve a video recorder he had stolen. He was 
walking out of the school quite casually with this bit of 
kit and I thought ‘No, I’m not going to let him get away 
with that’ so I leapt out of my room and started chasing 
him rather dangerously across the road. He dropped 
the video recorder and it (magnificently) still worked. 
Another great memory is the Battlefields trip that I set 
up in my first year at LGS. We held it for 31 years – I 
think the longest running tradition in the school’s history. 
Taking students and staff to places that were of some 
personal significance to them was very moving. I have 
also enjoyed Classics trips and the Sixth Form trip to 
Spain. I’ve been fortunate to have worked alongside 
many wonderful teachers and have enjoyed the 
comradeship of being here. My 21 years as Head of Sixth 
Form gave me an opportunity to work closely with so 

many wonderfully talented students and I hope that the 
guidance and support I was able to offer helped steer 
them towards achieving their goals. I was desperately 
keen to give students the chance to listen to guest 
speakers from all walks of life talking about their passion, 
their lives, their beliefs. Not all were memorable, but 
school has to be about education in the round, not just 
passing exams, and so, I hope on reflection that students 
appreciate that those talks played a part in opening their 
minds to issues and concerns that do really matter and 
that, for everyone who passes through the doors of LGS, 
lifelong learning and an engagement with the world will 
always be a part of their lives and something they pass 
on to their children. The job also allowed for some pretty 
bizarre episodes, notably Mr Moore Friis’ Christmas 
assemblies. These involved activities such as dancing 
around a Christmas tree (the tree was usually the tallest 
student in the year standing immobile and looking as 
‘treelike’ as possible); eating sugar laces and dangling 
a key from my belt and attempting to lower it into the 
neck of a bottle.

Which school activities and events have been your 
favourites?
Probably the most nerve-wracking moment was 
performing the Blue Parrot Charity Show, organised by 
the former RS teacher, Mr Clayton. He asked for staff 
and student volunteers to perform acts for the show and 
he asked me to do the Blue Parrot sketch (from Monty 
Python) which involves a person buying a bird from 
the pet shop. I needed a partner so Mr King (former 
Headmaster), agreed to be my co-star. I am not an 
actor – I think the last bit of acting I had done was the 
Nativity Play when I was five – so I was quite nervous. 
We did some rehearsals in Mr King’s office and I think I 
can genuinely claim to be the only person in the history 
of LGS who has rehearsed a comedy sketch in the 
Headmaster’s office which has involved me bashing a 
stuffed, furry toy parrot against the Headmaster’s desk!

Interview by Keira Beatty and Ahab Iqbal, 
Photo by Mrs Hunt

Farewell to 
Mr Allen
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What do you think you will miss the most about 
teaching?
It has been 35 years of my life so there are lots of 
things I am going to miss. I will definitely miss the 
contact with students and colleagues. School is a very 
social place and I absolutely hated trying to teach 
during lockdown. I will also miss the trips – taking 
students to places and educating them about things 
they ought to know and understand. Teaching is a 
very tiring job so I think I’m at the age where I can 
hand over this job to some younger people. I am also 
definitely not going to miss cycling to school in the 
winter.

What would you like to see change at the school in 
the future?
My passion is for History so obviously more History 
lessons with more students doing History would be 
good. A famous 19th century politician once said 
that “History is the house in which all other subjects’ 
dwell” and I think this demonstrates the importance 
of the subject. Also, I would like to see LGS produce 
more teachers. Over the years I have taught many 

students who would have made wonderful teachers 
but it is still often a career that many do not consider. 
I am a lover of books. In fact, I got up this morning at 
5am as I’m reading a really good book at the moment 
and I wanted to read the next couple of chapters! 
Due to technology, I think that book-based learning 
has virtually collapsed and we have somehow got to 
convince students that reading matters.

Can you talk about your role in debating at LGS?
Debating obviously is important as there are just so 
many things that we must discuss. It helps students 
develop the confidence to present their views on 
particular subjects. I would like to see House Debating 
as an event in years to come, encouraging students 
to be more aware of what is going on the in the world 
so they can form and express their own opinions. It 
is important that we can all sit and listen to someone 
else’s views even if we do not agree with them, as 
well as communicate our opinions in a calm and 
constructive manner. Attending senior debating is 
probably something I will continue to do – I may even 
return as Guest Chair.

When assessing whether we 
can think without language, 

it is tempting at first to disregard 
the possibility, since language is so 
embedded into our lives. To pose 
such a striking question calls first for 
an important identification of what 
‘language’ and ‘thinking’ are. 
 
Language can be defined as a 
“method of communication consisting 
of words” according to Oxford 
languages – yet this definition 
seems restrictive in nature as there 
are many forms of communication 
that don’t involve words; the animal 

kingdom providing evidence of this. 
An improved definition by Oxford is 
“a system of communication” which 
is more appropriate in the context 
of the question. Thinking, on the 
other hand, is a concept that is more 
abstract than language, thus bringing 
more challenges upon establishing an 
objective term. All life forms ‘think’ to 
some extent; even a plant reacting to 
stimuli could be said to have thought. 
However, the American Psychological 
Association defines thinking as “a 
cognitive behaviour”, which holds the 
most relevance to the psychological 
question in mind.  

Anthropologist-linguist Sapir strongly 
suggested that humans cannot think 
without language, asserting that the 

human race is dependent on language 
and that it is powerful enough to alter 
our thoughts – humans are allegedly 
“at the mercy of the particular 
language” spoken by the individual. 
Bertrand Russell also claimed that 
we cannot think without language, 
stating that “Language serves not 
only to express thought but to make 
possible thoughts which could not 
exist without it” – a bold assertion! 
Peter Carruthers also presented a 
similar view that one form of thinking, 
linguistic thinking, requires language 
– he argued that we have developed 
the ability to bring our thoughts into 
consciousness because of language 
existing; turning our human drives 
more into thoughts. We can use an 
example amongst humans to expose 

Can we Think 
without Language?
A Highly Commended Essay for 
Minds Underground by Grace Mold
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the flaws of these arguments, and 
whether the denigration of human 
cognition by Sapir is necessary. 

Consider deaf, mute and blind 
persons: they do not have the senses 
most commonly used for language 
(hearing and sight) at their disposal 
and are in some respects restricted in 
the way that they can communicate. 
Is it fair then, to say that they do 
not think because of this limitation? 
Clearly these people do think, but 
they do not communicate and 
think in the way that other people 
would, instead they use the senses 
that they can utilise (taste, smell, 
and touch). We cannot claim that 
these people are not able to think 
because their cognitive anatomy and 
processing is different – this would 
be dehumanising and discriminatory, 
and simply incorrect. They just think 
differently. A barefoot walk in a 
meadow may lead a hearing and 
seeing person to think about the 
words and sights associated with their 
walk. A deaf, mute and blind person 
following the same walking path 
will also be thinking – only this time 
about what they can feel and smell. 
They are thinking without language 
facilitating that thinking. Another 
example of humans thinking without 
language relates to those who are 
born deaf and have not learnt sign 
language. They would be likely to 
think visually, having higher visuo-
spatial abilities than the average 
person (what we can see and spatial 
awareness, as described by Baddeley 
and Hitch in their Working Memory 
Model, 1974). Hence, they may not 
have a verbalised language, but they 
clearly have active thought. This 
can also be demonstrated by those 
who are not restricted in the senses, 
and yet understand concepts better 
through images rather than verbalised 
language. These people, such as the 
journalist Temple Grandin, are known 
as ‘visual thinkers’. Grandin states 
“my mind is associative and does not 
think in a linear manner”, implying 
that concepts to her are images, and 
not words. This shows that no matter 
how limited you are in your abilities 

to perceive and communicate in the 
traditional ways, there are multiple 
modes of thought that do not include 
language as a necessity. 

Noam Chomsky, the linguist and 
activist, also argues that thinking can 
occur without language, credibly 
claiming that “language does not 
give us the full capacity to express 
what we’re thinking”, inferring that 
there is thinking beyond language 
and that the limiting factor in this 
relationship is the language instead 
of the human thought. Hurlburt made 
this philosophy into psychological 
theory, labelling the capacity to think 
without language as ‘unsymbolised 
thinking’ (Hurlburt and Akhter, 2008), 
in which he acknowledges that we 
can have thoughts without them 
“being converted into words…or 
any other symbols”. He, along with 
Akhter, use the following example 
to clarify the ideas of unsymbolised 
thinking:

Abigail is wondering whether 
Julio (her friend who will be giving 
her a ride that afternoon) will be 
driving his car or his pickup truck. 
This wondering is an explicit, 
unambiguous… Abigail clearly 
has a thought process about 
her forthcoming plans yet this is 
never put into ‘symbols’ but still 
should be considered a thought. 
Evelina Fedorenko, an experienced 
researcher, gives us more evidence 
towards this theory – in investigating 
the association between brain activity 
and certain stimuli, Fedorenko 
directed an experiment that collected 
FMRI scans from people completing 
problems that do not include words, 
for example sudoku. She found that 
the areas of the brain that are usually 
active in speech were not active while 
participants were completing these 
tasks, hence her work reinforced 
the idea that there can be thought 
without verbal language. 

It is useful to discuss two of the six 
different classifications of thinking 
(perceptual and creative), to further 
highlight that thinking can be 

separated from language. Perceptual 
thinking relates to the parts of the 
brain that are the simplest, yet 
crucially handle the interpretation 
of the senses. Immediately when 
associating language and sense 
perception, the thought of religious 
experience comes to mind. According 
to William James, there are four 
qualities that usually occur within 
a religious experience: passivity, 
noetic quality, transience and most 
importantly ineffability (the failure 
to describe in words what exactly 
they felt during the experience). 
The concept of ineffability is a 
further indication that there is no 
interdependence between language 
and thought, as alluded to by 
Chomsky earlier; there is not enough 
language to describe what many 
would call an ‘out of body experience’.  
Another type of thinking that would 
clearly suggest you are able to 
think without language is creative 
thinking – the areas of the brain that 
create something new, for example 
composing music, or inventing a new 
piece of technology. When considering 
this type of thinking, it becomes clear 
that this specific cognitive process was 
how language was first created. At 
one point, many millions of years ago, 
language did not exist, so it must have 
evolved from a process of creative 
thinking. Therefore, it is hard to argue 
that we cannot think without language 
when evolution shows that language is 
essentially a result of thought. 

Looking at the evidence, it is 
transpicuous that it is possible to 
think without language, and we can 
do this in many ways -- it would be 
short-sighted to argue that those who 
do not communicate with language 
cannot think. Nevertheless, it is also 
essential to consider what types of 
thinking we can’t do without language 
– Carruthers may be right in saying 
that we need language to gain a 
certain consciousness. Even so, the 
overwhelming balance of evidence 
suggests that we can think without 
language, ergo, “The sum of human 
wisdom is not contained in any one 
language” – Ezra Pound.  
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In February 2023, the 6th Form History students, Mr 
Allen, Ms Julian and Mrs McHugh, went on a short trip 

to Toledo and Madrid to gather some sources for our A2 
History coursework, as well as to savour Spanish culture 
and language.

The first site we travelled to see in Madrid was El Escorial, 
an exceptional building which serves many purposes but 
was mainly the residence of the King of Spain. It has over 
4,000 rooms: one of the most interesting rooms was the 
burial place of almost all the kings and queens of Spain. 
After this we went to Toledo, a beautiful city that sits on a 
hill and is packed full of history. It was the capital of Spain 
until 1561, and it has evidence of the ‘three cultures’ – 
Jewish, Muslim and Christian. We had some time left, so we 
went to see the Museum of Torture, which helped put the 
Inquisition into perspective, showing how cruel and violent 
the late C15th period was.

Sunday was the busiest day and we went on the tourist 
train, which took us all around Toledo, giving us an insight 
into the history of the city as well as some good views. 
Then we toured the Cathedral, which has an intricate 
design, and is dedicated to the Virgin Mary in her Ascension 
to the heavens. Inside is the great Monstrance of Arfe which 
is made of gold, silver, and gems, and stands over 10 feet 
tall. We had a few hours left to see Toledo, so we hurried to 
the famous Santo Tome Church which had the burial place 
of the Count of Orgaz, which depicts the legend in which 
Saints Augustine and Stephen descend from heaven to 
bury the Count of Orgaz. We visited the Jesuit Church last 
as it has a rooftop view that we could climb up to enjoy. Our 
final night in Toledo there was a carnival going on, which 

made it hard to walk around, but the music and dancing 
was atmospheric.

On the Monday we headed back towards Madrid, and 
went on a walking tour, learning more about the history 
of Spain and how it was run before the Christians took 
over. After the tour we walked around the Prado, the 
main Spanish National Art Museum which has many 
very famous paintings including “The Garden of Earthly 
Delights” which has three parts, showing the story of Eve’s 
creation, humanity’s Fall, and their eventual way to Hell as 
a punishment. After the Prado we headed to the airport 
and back home. Overall, the trip was very informative 
and helpful, especially for students studying the Spanish 
Inquisition, but also was enjoyable. We all learnt a lot and 
enjoyed the culture, art and history that Madrid and Toledo 
offer to all visitors.

History
Trip 
to Toledo 
and Madrid
by James Barton
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In late March, 2023, I was one of around 
30 students from across the UK and 

Ireland who went to Windsor Castle to 
compete in the Historical Association 
Great Debate, titled this year “Why 
History Matters to Me”. Over the course 
of the morning, I heard a variety of 
speeches on an incredibly diverse array 
of topics, from Northern Irish witches 
to the history of human rights abuses 
in the UAE. Each speaker was given 
five minutes exactly to make a speech, 
with the judges looking in particular 
for personal connections and stories 
presented in their historical context. 
Students were then asked questions 
by the panel. The winning speech 
was about how understanding each 
other’s history across borders can be 
an important tool in the development 
of cultural and linguistic understanding, 
in the context of Argentine History 
and learning Spanish. My own speech 
focussed on the British Prisoner of War 
system during World War II, and the 
experience of my great grandfather 
and others during their time interned 
in England. In particular, I discussed the 
positive treatment they received from 
local communities and the way in which 
they were supported in integrating 
into British society. Here is an abridged 
version of my speech.

On January the 10th, 1945, my great-
Granddad, Obergefrieter Erich Zapp, an 
anti-aircraft operator in the Wehrmacht, 
was captured by American soldiers in 
Belgium. As Allied Liberation from the 
National Socialist Regime spread rapidly 
across Europe, 400,000 Germans like 
my gramps were captured and shipped 
across the Atlantic to the United States. 
Erich was shipped around the states 
and then on to Canada, before he was 
brought to the UK, where he spent the 
later part of the 1940s in the British 
camp system. Last February, while 
searching for documents for nationality 
purposes in the National Archives at 
Kew, I stumbled across letters and camp 
diaries that gave me a direct insight into 
the life of my great-granddad during the 

years he spent in the camps.
While he never spoke of his capture 
or his time in the Wehrmacht, he was 
willing to speak at length about his 
treatment in the British camp system, 
where he was treated remarkably well. 
After being interviewed to ensure he 
did not have fascist sympathies, he was 
allowed to teach English and Polish to 
his fellow prisoners of war, work on a 
German language camp newspaper, and 
eventually leave the camp to marry my 
great grandmother. One of the things 
that I found most bizarre about the 
camp system in the UK was the way 
in which the internees were allowed to 
elect leaders, run societies, invite visiting 
speakers and effectively organise the 
camps, within reason, themselves. For 
most, the conditions in the camps were 
considerably better than those in their 
wrecked homeland, and many chose to 
stay rather than returning home.

Amongst the masses of brown paper 
that I found at the archive, seemingly 
untouched since the 1950s, were some 
tissue paper thin, tightly typed letters, 
exchanged between the camp leader 
and the library directors and staff of 
Kettering and Corby Libraries. In 1946, 
the members of the camp community 
in Rushden wanted access to English 
books. They wrote to Kettering Library, 
repeatedly, and asked for permission 
to read their books. The director of 
Kettering library dismissed the internees’ 
request, and even wrote angry letters 
to the camp commander and the Home 
Office accusing the ‘unwelcome foreign 
men’ of ‘harassing’ the town. Corby 
library, on the other hand, took a very 
different approach. After their attempts 
to win over Kettering library failed, the 
internees branched out and asked the 
staff at Corby library to give them access 
to its literature. Their director not only 
allowed them access to the library, but 
purchased a small number of German 
dictionaries and translation aids for the 
camp internees. The Catholic clubs of 
Corby were also quick to accept the 
Germans, and Home Office reports 

describe the integration of Germans 
into society in Corby in the 1950s as 
‘Surprisingly good’.

This random story about my gramps 
might seem completely irrelevant to our 
modern understanding of society, but 
the library access, for these internees, 
would have meant an access to English 
literature that allowed them to learn, 
integrate and settle in Britain. In the 
longer term, the decision of Corby library 
to allow Germans to read their books 
supported a great number of Germans 
as they settled in Corby, brought their 
families over, and contributed massively 
to the local steel works. The expertise 
they brought over from the Rhine and 
the Ruhr helped drive Corby’s post-
war economic success, and while this 
German influx could not be attributed 
to any single factor, it seems that for 
many of the former prisoners of war, the 
integration and welcome they received 
was the reason they settled in Corby. 
History matters to me because it gives 
us an opportunity to learn from the 
countless mistakes of the past, but also 
because it allows us to learn from what 
people got right. We are not defined 
by our history, but its ebbs and flows 
shape our character and our fortune. 
One library director’s decisions shaped 
the lives of hundreds, and shows us 
that when we seek to accept people, 
when we adapt our society to embrace 
difference, our diversity and our 
acceptance can only make us stronger. 
When considering how we should 
approach people who are different to 
ourselves, who are foreign, perhaps 
fleeing war or persecution or unable to 
return to their homeland, who we are 
inclined to treat as unwelcome but who 
want to contribute to our society, we 
should accept them, not turn them away; 
we should be Corbies, not Ketterings.

My Speech for The Historical 
Association Great Debate
by Will Wale, 6th Form
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On November 28th 2022, Year 9 went to the 
National Holocaust Centre in Newark. This proved 

to be an interesting, yet sombre experience that 
allowed us to learn about the roots of anti-Semitism 
and the events that led to the Final Solution in World 
War 2. It also gave a greater understanding of the 
causes and effects of discrimination and prejudice and 
the part we can all play today in challenging these.
  
The site contained an excellent exhibition which we 
visited first. It involved scenes of what victims of 
the Nazis went through, such as life in the ghettos, 
Kristallnacht (the night of broken glass), and charted 
the rise of the Nazi party and the policies that led to the 
implementation of the Final Solution. The site also used 
the histories of genocide as a model of how society 
breaks down when put under pressure. The second 
activity that we participated in was a guided tour of the 
memorial garden, in which we had to look for symbolic 
monuments. The gardens provided space for reflection 

and whilst on this tour, we had the opportunity to place 
a stone on the Children’s Memorial to honour the lives 
of the 1.5 million children killed in the Holocaust. Finally, 
we listened to a very moving and eye-opening talk from 
a Holocaust survivor, John Fieldsend, in which we learnt 
about his experiences in the Holocaust, and the impact 
these had on him throughout his life. Fortunately, he 
managed to survive these events, so now he is able to 
educate others on the horrific truths of the Holocaust 
and other genocides around the world. 

The trip reinforced the topics we have studied in 
Humanities this year: in RS, we studied the Holocaust 
as part of the theme of suffering and belief in God; in 
History, we examined the rise of the Third Reich; and 
in Geography, we studied the effects of genocide on 
eco-tourism. We are grateful to the RS department for 
organising such an informative and thought-provoking 
trip and to the other Humanities teachers who 
attended.

Year 9 Visits the National 

Holocaust Centre
by Annalise Clarke and Juliet Snow
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by Evie Williams

A-Level Religious Studies Conference:
Is Belief in God Rational?  

How can a Loving God allow Evil?
Is Faith Compatible with Feminism?

On December 8th  2022, 
A-level RS students, 

accompanied by Ms Ford, 
Mrs Brookes and Mrs Martin, 
attended a series of Philosophy, 
Ethics and Religion lectures 
held at Cambridge University. 
There were four lectures in 
total, each covering some of the 
biggest ethical, philosophical 
and theological fields. The first 
lecture was given by Julie Arliss, 
an accomplished teacher and 
author, on the application of 
ethical frameworks to complex 
moral dilemmas. This was an 
insightful lecture, providing 
us with a solid overview of 
each ethical approach, while 
highlighting their practical 
strengths and weaknesses. 
Following this, was a lecture 
on the rational defensibility of 
theism (essentially asking the 
question of whether it is rational 
to have faith in God). This was 
delivered by Dr James Orr, a 
former lawyer, who now lectures 
in the Philosophy of Religion 
at Cambridge University. His 
lecture was both heartfelt and 
humorous, as he illustrated the 
limitations of extreme forms of 

empiricism (knowledge from 
sensory experience), rationalism 
(knowledge from logic and 
reason…basically, Maths) and 
scepticism (just questioning 
the existence and reality of 
everything) before moving on 
to discuss how all three can be 
used to rationally justify belief. 

We were then given half an hour 
for lunch, during which students 
and teachers were either able 
to explore Cambridge or to 
receive a guided tour of the 
Faculty of Divinity. I was one of 
the few students that selected 
the latter, and was delighted to 
meet four incredibly enthusiastic 
undergraduates, who were keen 
to show off the department and 
all it has to offer – the highlight 
being the central library. After 
our tour, we returned to the 
lecture hall for the third talk, 
which concerned perhaps the 
most interesting topic of all: the 
Problem of Evil (in short, the 
problem of evil, concerns the 
contradiction in believing in a 
loving God and the existence of 
evil). Dr Andrew Pinsent gave 
a thought-provoking overview 

of the problem. Finally, we 
received a lecture on God and 
Gender by Professor Daphne 
Hampson, a highly esteemed 
feminist theologian who is 
famed for her strong belief that 
Christianity is incompatible with 
feminism. This was fascinating, 
as she addressed the sexist 
origins of Christianity, the nature 
of Christian scripture and the 
historical manipulation of these 
to justify the patriarchy. She 
ended by addressing the sexism 
present within theology itself, 
identifying the problems with 
the way in which exam boards 
lay out their courses and the 
lack of female theologians in 
textbooks, supporting this with 
the fact that there was only 
one female scholar listed in a 
standard A-Level textbook, and 
it was in fact, herself!

Many thanks to the RS 
department for organising such 
an inspiring day that allowed 
us to better the knowledge of 
our A-Level course and further 
inspired several of us to study 
Philosophy at undergraduate 
level.
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On November 7th, 2022, LGS’s Year 
12 Psychology pupils were invited to 

Warwick University to spend the day listening 
to some educational talks.  Many different 
aspects of Psychology were covered during 
the day: Sports Psychology, Memories, and 
Conspiracy Theories.  Thank you to Miss 
Lovelock and Miss Mason for organising the 
trip. 

The first talk, ‘Manufactured Memories’ 
was given by Dr Kimberley Wade (an ex-
Warwick University student).  She uncovered 
how false memories are formed and asked 
whether humans are ever able to detect false 
memories.  Wade explained an experiment 
which had been conducted to test this theory: 
a group of participants were asked to recall 
a memory from their childhood, and then the 
psychologist would plant a section into their 
story which was not true.  After a week, the 
participants believed that this section was in 
fact true, highlighting how our brain creates 
false memories when we recall something 
over a long period of time.  This talk was one 
of my personal favourites as it allowed me 
to understand how easily one’s brain can be 
manipulated and how to prevent this from 
happening. 

‘Preparing Athletes for Games’ by Johnathon 
Smith (a Sports Psychologist) was the next 
lecture.  Smith explained that his job as a 
Sport Psychologist was to make sure athletes 
would perform at their highest level at the 
most important moments, regardless of the 
increase of adrenaline and emotions.  This 
was extremely interesting as he described 

the pressure many athletes are under during 
competitions and events.  The third talk was 
titled ‘The Psychology of Conspiracy Theories’.  
During this lecture, Dr Daniel Jolley enlightened 
us as to what a conspiracy theory really is and 
why some believe in them.  It was discovered 
that conspiracy theories were created for 
control, security, and to connect with a social 
group and Jolley described the harms of many 
conspiracy theories.  The most recent, as we 
are all aware, regards Covid-19 and anti-vaccine 
theories.  This was a great example to use 
as the entire audience knew of the effects of 
these beliefs. 

After a swift lunch break, our next lecture was 
‘Music, Identity and Relationships’ by Catherine 
Loveday.  This described the relationship 
between music and memory, and the effects 
on a person’s identity.  It was described that 
music holds great power over memories and 
has been used to help people with neurological 
diseases such as Alzheimer’s, allowing them 
an escape.  Loveday explained that a person’s 
favourite music is linked to key events and 
memories. The last and final lecture was ‘Dance 
and the Brain’ by Peter Lovatt and was our 
entire group’s favourite of the day. Dr Lovatt 
taught the audience a dance routine which was 
performed to music.  This was used to convey 
the importance of dance and movement on 
the brain.  It was explained that the happier 
movements a person makes, the happier they 
feel in themselves, stimulating greater positive 
thinking and improving one’s well-being.  This 
talk had an important message for the entire 
audience: doing things that make you happy 
will have long-term health benefits. 

Sports Psychology, 
Memories and 
Conspiracy Theories: 
A Psychology 
Conference at 
Warwick University
by Poppy Mayer
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Should TikTok be Banned in the UK?
LGS Debating Society

On November 24, 2022, room 
C10 was very full, as the 

LGS Debating Society considered 
the motion that TikTok should be 
banned in the UK. Arguing for the 
motion were Harry Khalid and 
James Patterson. Arguing against 
the motion were Evie Williams 
and Grace Mold. In introducing the 
debate, Mr Allen said that, as far 
as he was concerned, TikTok was 
the sound of a clock; however, the 
debating society had proposed this 
topic, which has been very much in 
the news recently.

James opened the debate, arguing 
that TikTok is Chinese-owned – the 
main office for the app is in Beijing 
– and thus, data could be leaked to 
the Chinese government. China’s 
leader holds his position for his 
lifetime; China is an authoritarian 
state; and TikTok has a track 
record of collecting user data. He 
countered the idea that TikTok is 
educational, saying that most of its 
content is not educational and is, in 
fact, very distracting. Watching too 
many videos can harm a person’s 
ability to read and concentrate. 

Grace asserted that TikTok’s 
mission is to inspire creativity and 
create joy. They provide recipes 
for university students; they give 
advice to GCSE students; they give 
youth a voice. (They also have a 
staggering number of adult users.) 
Article 19 of the Declaration of 
Human Rights guarantees the right 
of expression through any media. 
In 2020, in the aftermath of the 
killing of George Floyd, TikTok 
users came together to buy tickets 
for a rally of white supremacists 
and then deliberately did not show 
up. She ended with a quotation 
from Kennedy, “The rights of every 

man are diminished when the 
rights of any man are taken away.” 

Harry then went to the lectern, 
asking why we should trust TikTok 
when there are many alternatives: 
Instagram, Twitter, Facebook. He 
stated that TikTok poses a threat 
to the health of our minds. Most 
TikTok videos last 24-31 seconds 
and require little reading or effort 
on the part of viewers, yet viewers 
begin to watch these videos more 
and more addictively. Watching the 
screen too much can impact the 
brain, making it more difficult to 
empathise with others, as well as 
more difficult to concentrate. The 
number of TikTok users is similar 
to the number of people living 
in China, Harry argued, but the 
number of TikTok employees is not 
great enough to control the safety 
of the TikTok space. For instance, 
misspelling key words allows 
posters with dodgy content to be 
posted on the site. Furthermore, 
he also argued that China has far 
more control of its companies than 
of their American counterparts, 
and suppose they used this power 
to control the political opinions 
of users? The brains of younger 
people are less rigid, he reasoned, 
and so more easily influenced. He 
ended with a Trojan horse image: 
TikTok poses as an innocent social 
media site, whereas it is actually 
a propagandist and a harvester of 
data.

Evie began by countering Harry: 
young people deserve credit 
for having critical thinking skills. 
Facebook is the worst offender 
in terms of harvesting data and 
it is also the biggest platform 
(according to a study done in 
Wales recently). Instagram is the 

most dangerous app (according 
to Public Health UK), as it gives a 
platform to both cyber-bullying 
and suicide messages. Snapchat, 
she asserted, is a close second. In 
contrast, Evie said, TikTok is known 
for realistic and relatable content. 
The “blackout challenge” and the 
“magnet challenge” have been 
attributed to TikTok, but it is not 
the originator of these disturbing 
trends, she argued: young people 
can behave stupidly and these 
dare games have been around 
since long before TikTok. Also, 
TikTok videos can be streamed 
on other platforms, so what good 
would banning it do?

In summing up, Harry countered 
that TikTok is still growing, unlike 
Facebook and that it should 
be banned now, while it can be 
controlled. Being based in China, 
he argued, the West cannot 
regulate it, unlike western-based 
social media. Also, TikTok spreads 
ideas, so that where they originate 
does not really matter. He granted 
that young people can think 
critically, but said that TikTok’s 
algorithm constantly pushes 
the same material in a viewer’s 
direction, eroding their critical 
faculties. If we believe in privacy, 
safety and health, we should vote 
for the motion. Evie countered 
that algorithms are created by a 
viewer’s own tastes and interests. 
Facebook is bad for privacy, she 
argued, and Instagram is bad for 
body image, so why ban TikTok? 
Content we may disagree with will 
not go away, she asserted. If we 
did ban TikTok, people would still 
be able to access the app through 
other countries and the app might 
well reappear. The motion was 
defeated by quite a large margin.
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On the 6th of October, 2022, Year 11 geographers 
went into Lubbesthorpe first by bus to see 

the urban fringe. It is supposed to be a sustainable 
settlement, but Ben Hunt said that he could not see 
much about the housing estate to show that it was. “It 
all looked very new,” he said, “and it was all centred 
around a main road. The houses themselves were 
very plain.” The students studied the area, carrying 
out some environmental 
surveys and building 
counts, but also got the 
opportunity to visit the 
park and have some 
fun. Then they went into 
Leicester and measured 
buildings and counted 
cars and people. They 
also played a Geography 
bingo game, which took 
them all over the place, 
and there was plenty of 
time to get lunch and enjoy it in a relaxed manner. 
The winners of the bingo game got some sweets and 
chocolates. 

Ben Hunt described the trip as a positive experience 
overall: “I got to see a university campus for the first 
time, De Montford University, which was useful for the 

future, and the contrast between the older and newer 
buildings was captivating. It was interesting to see the 
rebuilding of Bede Island and it has come a long way. 
It was a busy day, but the weather was clear, and the 
work was easy -- although it was also challenging at 
times, due to road closures affecting the traffic count. 
We were allowed to get our work done quickly in 
an effective way, and it helped me to visualise what 

we were studying, that 
is, differences between 
central urban areas and 
the urban fringe.”

Mrs McNally said, “We 
had great weather for our 
trip to Leicester. It was 
very interesting to see the 
continued development 
of Lubbesthorpe and their 
plans for a new shopping 
complex in the area. We 

also enjoyed the walking tour to show the pupils the 
renewal and regeneration that the Bede Island area of 
Leicester had experienced. It is always interesting to 
see the contrasts in the inner city from the University 
buildings to the nineteenth century terraced housing.  
Also, a nice lunch along the way always helps to make 
it an enjoyable field trip for everyone.” 

Geography Trip
by James Barton
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Introducing  

Mrs. Sharp
Geography Teacher

Interview By Amruta Pabbaraju, Year 10 
(photo by Mrs Hunt)

Did you always want to become a teacher? 
I loved Geography very much at school and I also 
loved working with children and young people, 
and so I went off to do my Geography degree and 
then went into teaching. Later, however, I wanted 
to try some other things, as I felt that I had been 
in education for such a long time, so I worked as 
a town planner for seven years. I came back to 
teaching about three years ago, and I am very 
happy.

What is your favourite part of Geography to 
teach, and why?
In recent years I have taught lots of human 
geography. For example, we talk about conflicts, 
energy and climate change. We talk about 
migration and the impact of real-life events and 
the news on people’s lives. Human geography 
is really current, relevant, and important to the 
world we live in. It is also important for preparing 
students to live in the real world. 

Of all of the moments in your career, what has 
been the most memorable?
As a Geography teacher, I have the opportunity to 
take part in some awesome field trips. I have been 
to Rio in Brazil with a small group of students, 
We saw the Olympic Stadium being built, and we 
went to some of the favelas and even into some of 

the rainforests. It was absolutely incredible, 
and an opportunity I would never have had 
if it were not for being teacher. I have been 
on many other field trips, including going to 
Iceland, but the Rio trip was my favourite.

Which Geography-related person would you 
most like to meet?
Well, this is a bit predictable but he is a local: 
David Attenborough.  I would love to be able 
to talk to him about where he has travelled 
and things he has seen. But the big thing, I 
think, is something I always like to ask older 
people -- how the world has changed during 
the time that he has been alive. He is a great 
advocate for really big topics we teach like 
climate change and environmental issues. 

Finally, why choose LGS?
I had actually had LGS on my radar for a little 
while. I knew it was a good school with a 
really great reputation and so, when I saw it 
advertised, I absolutely jumped at the chance 
of coming for interview. And, so far, three 
weeks in, the students here are incredible 
in their enthusiasm. It is just a wonderful, 
wonderful thing for a teacher. I feel really 
grateful to be here with lovely staff and 
lovely students.
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Spanish Trip  by Harvir Johal, Year 9

This trip to Spain was sensational! I enjoyed the lesson in making traditional paella—it 
turned out to be extremely flavourful. We also had a flamenco lesson, the instructor 
teaching us the fancy footwork needed to become a real flamenco dancer. (I can admit 
I was not the best dancer!) At the beautiful seaside, we had an amazing time on the 
water, kayaking. I had never done kayaking before, and it was a fantastic experience. 

German trip by Alana Eason, Year 9

We stayed in Hellenthal, near the Belgian border. The high ropes (including an 8m high freefall) were my favourite activity. We 
also went to a 16th century castle, Burg Eltz, with amazing views of endless forest. Phantasialand was the best theme park I have 
ever been to, and we got some great photos on the rollercoaster. We used the German we had learnt and had heard around us. 
Even though the journey was 13 hours long, we still enjoyed the travel through Belgium and France (my French speaking skills 
came into use). After missing the designated ferry, we managed to catch the next ferry an hour later and just so happened to bump 
into neighbouring schools Beauchamp, Robert Smyth, and UCC. If I could, I would do it all over again.

Year 9 MFL Activity Week Postcards
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My French exchange experience was a very 
worthwhile one. It feels like it was just yesterday 

when I found myself in the school foyer waiting for 
my pen pal to arrive. I vividly remember thinking, 
“What does he look like? Will we be compatible? Will 
he be able to cope with my lifestyle?” When Marceau 
arrived, all of my questions were answered. From then 
on, I got the feeling that this was going to be a good 
exchange, and I was right.

On the first day, I took him home and showed him his 
room. My family and I welcomed 
him into our home with open 
arms. Marceau and I shared 
many of the same hobbies and 
interests. He likes sport, just like 
me. He enjoys playing videos, just 
like me. But the one thing that 
really stood out about him was 
that he seemed to be interested 
in British culture and lifestyle and 
was very inquisitive. 

On the second day, all of the 
exchange students went to Beaumanor Outdoor 
Learning Centre to participate in group activities 
and work on our teamwork skills. We were split 
into groups of six. We did four activities. For the 
first activity, we had to build a platform above knee 
height that would support the weight of the whole 
group. Unfortunately, my group’s attempt at this was 
unsuccessful. For the Second activity, the groups had 
to walk forwards and backwards on a platform in 
unison. This activity developed our communication 
skills. For the third activity, the groups made a human 

crane and attempted to retrieve a cup from a point 
on a mat. The aim was to get as far down the mat 
as possible without falling. Finally, for the fourth 
and my favourite activity, the groups built a bridge 
and attempted to cross the lake that flowed through 
Beaumanor Hall. Thankfully, no one fell into the lake, 
although my foot did get quite wet.

On Friday, the French students went to Birmingham 
with the school to witness for themselves the hustle 
and bustle of city life. On the weekend, we went to the 

cinema and then shopping in 
Highcross to buy souvenirs for 
Marceau’s family. Marceau also 
participated in my football 
training and watched my 
match. After that, I took him 
to London to see Buckingham 
Palace and the Natural History 
Museum. I also took him to 
Tottenham Hotspur Stadium 
to watch a football match. 

On Monday, the French 
students visited Leicester, taking in the King Power 
Stadium, the National Space centre and King Richard 
III’s tomb. After school, all of the exchange students 
went out for dinner at Turtle Bay. Marceau seemed 
to enjoy himself, although he was not used to eating 
spicy food. On Tuesday, Marceau came to my lessons 
with me. He left on the Wednesday morning, just 
after period two had ended. Hosting an exchange 
student has been an amazing experience for me and 
my family. I thoroughly enjoyed it and would definitely 
recommend it to anyone who is interested.

Meeting our 
French 
Exchange 
Partners
by Andrew Uhegwu, Year 10
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On 29th September, 2022 
our German exchange 

partners arrived from their 
school in Hofheim-am-Taunus, 
Frankfurt am Main, Germany. 
When we first found out about 
the exchange in March 2022, I 
immediately signed up, and was 
subsequently counting down the 
days until the German students 
would arrive. So, on that 
morning, as I crossed off the last 
day to wait on my calendar, I felt 
a sense of extreme excitement 
and happiness. I could not wait 
to meet Lenya, my exchange 
partner, who I had been emailing 
for the past four months. I stood 
outside the school building, 
waiting to go in, but, surprisingly, 
I saw my mum walking down 
the school entrance holding 
her phone. I left my bags and 
walked up to her, and saw that 
her face was ashen. I did not 
even get to speak to her before 
she said, “Lenya’s not coming. 
She has Covid. She did a test this 
morning, and it is positive.” I just 
turned around and walked away, 
without even saying goodbye, 

for I was too upset and shocked 
to reply. My exchange, the thing 
I’d been looking forward to all 
this time, was over already.

Obviously, all the other German 
exchange students were still 
coming to England and I 
greeted them when they arrived, 
alongside the other English 
students on the exchange. We 
left lessons at 10 am, expecting 
them to arrive at around 10:15, 
and waited anxiously in the foyer. 
I managed to hide my feelings 
of sadness and anger -- anger 
at the ongoing pandemonium 
that Covid was causing, as if it 
hadn’t caused enough already -- 
and allowed myself to make the 
most of a terribly unfortunate 
situation. At 10:15 they hadn’t 
arrived, so we excitedly ran 
out to the school entrance and 
waited there instead. After a few 
minutes a dark grey bus turned 
into the school drive and snaked 
its way to the bus drop-off. Soon, 
13 German students (and one 
teacher) were walking from the 
bus, staring at us, as we were 

at them. Our teachers helped 
everyone to find their partners 
and we then headed into the 
school building, chatting loudly. 
We ate and drank refreshments 
in the canteen, before the Y11 
German class took the German 
students on a tour of the school. 
The rest of the day was spent 
going to lessons together, as 
they adjusted to life in England. 

On Friday we were treated to 
a day at Beaumanor Hall, for 
team-building activities and 
international bonding. We were 
tasked with building a bridge 
effective enough to get our 
group (of around six) across a 
small stream and whilst doing 
this we talked with our German 
equivalents. The morning 
went successfully, although an 
individual who shall be nameless 
did get rather wet feet. After 
‘building bridges’ we ate lunch, 
an opportunity to meet the other 
students, both German and 
English, from Solihull School, 
Birmingham who were also 
involved in the exchange. In the 

Meeting our 
German Exchange Partners



My Visit to 
Germany to 
see Lenya
by Harriet Firth, Year 10 

Harriet with Lenya
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afternoon we built wooden 
shelters, before heading inside 
for a game of ‘collect the cup’-- 
an interesting invention with the 
aim of seeing which team could 
reach the cup from the furthest 
point. We got back on the bus 
and wove our way through 
the traffic, all high on joy and 
looking forward to spending 
the rest of the week with our 
German partners. 

 Up until this point, I was under 
the assumption that I would 
not meet Lenya until I went to 
Germany in March, and because 
of this I was so upset, mainly 
for her. She would not get to 
visit England, would not go 
on the trips planned for the 
exchange children to Stamford, 
Birmingham and London. I had 
been emailing Lenya since early 
June, and when we emailed 
each other about the situation 
that upset us both equally, she 
suggested that we telephoned. 
We did, and after an exchange 
of our parents’ email addresses, 
we saw things looking up. 
Our parents started emailing 
and gradually plans were 
starting to fall into place about 
the possibility of Lenya, and 
possibly her parents, coming to 
the UK, very soon. After a short 

while these plans materialised 
and, during October half-term, I 
found myself with my family, on 
a train down to London on a trip 
to meet Lenya and her parents. 
We spent the day in London 
and saw the classic sights: the 
London Eye, 10 Downing Street, 
Covent Garden. At the end of 
the day, we said our goodbyes 
to Lenya’s parents at the train 
station, and Lenya came home 
with my family and me to 
Leicester. The rest of our holiday 
included a visit to Cambridge, 
where we went on a river punt, 
browsed bookshops and ambled 
through the pretty streets dotted 
with university buildings. Other 

Before going to Germany, I thought that it would be 
fairly similar to the UK; after all, it was reasonably 
cold. But, upon arriving, I realised that alongside the 
obvious differences, such as driving on the right, 
and using the Euro, there were many more cultural 

activities included walks, my 
great-grandma’s 93rd birthday 
party and a wet and windy 
evening tour of Leicester. But 
soon the holiday was over and 
it was back to school. So that 
Monday morning Lenya came to 
school with me and spent 1.5 days 
experiencing my normal school 
life, both the good parts and the 
bad. Lessons included Geography, 
German, French, Italian and Latin, 
as well as Chemistry, Maths and 
Games. Whilst my exchange has 
been anything but conventional, 
I thoroughly enjoyed it and am 
eagerly looking forward to our 
school’s visit to Germany in 
March. 

nuances unfamiliar to a foreigner. We arrived the 
week before Easter, so preparations were in full swing 
-- including in my case a visit to two chocolate shops. 
In the UK at this time of year it is hard to go into any 
shop without being bombarded by a tower of large 
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chocolate Easter eggs, but this integral part of Easter 
in the UK was nowhere to be seen in Germany. When 
I asked my host family about this, they just looked at 
me confused and told me they’d never seen a large 
chocolate egg: instead you get mini chocolate eggs, 
or other Easter-themed sweet goodies. I noticed that 
the supermarkets in Germany are packed with boiled, 
multi-coloured eggs, which are very popular among 
little children, something which we don’t really do in 
the UK at all. 

The differences culturally between the UK and 
Germany are also a bit more serious and fundamental 
than the playful Easter egg disparities. Schooling in 
Germany is significantly different to that in the UK, 
with all of the British children preferring the German 
school system wholeheartedly. Children in Germany 
start school at age six, and pupils all the way up to 
age sixteen finish the school day at 1:00 pm, before 
going home for lunch -- a difference which shocked 
and very pleasantly surprised all of us. If you think 
1:00 pm is early, my exchange partner finishes at 11:00 
am one day a week! A downside of this is that there is 
no school sport, as sport is instead all done privately 
outside of school hours, meaning you may have to 
travel further and are unlikely to be with your school 
friends. The most obvious difference in a German 
school is clear the minute you walk in: no uniform. 
Whilst a few schools in the UK are uniform-less, this 
is a rare occurrence; however, in Germany virtually 
all schools have no uniform, with the exception 
of strictly religious ones, or international schools. 
Lenya and I discussed the merits and problems of 
not having a uniform and came to the conclusion 
that we both probably preferred no uniform, whilst 

also acknowledging that a uniform makes it easy to 
decide what to wear in the morning and offers no 
opportunities to bully someone for their chosen attire. 

 There is a bakery on every street and people walk 
there just before breakfast to collect fresh rolls or 
pastries. Another difference I noticed in Germany 
was the age at which German children gained 
independence, whilst also realising that some British 
children will have independence younger than some 
German children, and that the extent of freedom 
will differ between families. Typically, however, in 
Germany it would be seen as strange to walk your 
child to school if they were over the age of seven, 
while not accompanying your children to primary 
school would be thought of as unsafe in the UK, or 
just a bit peculiar. In Germany children also, from 
maybe ten years old, are allowed to get the train (a 
double-decker one!) into nearby cities or towns, alone 
or with friends, a freedom which few of us would have 
had at age ten. Freedom of travel across Europe is, 
of course, so much easier than in the UK. However, 
Germans will not cross the road if the red man signal 
is showing, even if there are no cars in sight. And 
there is a myriad of different train and tram types in 
Frankfurt city centre, whilst a particular ticket is only 
valid for one of the many.

I thoroughly enjoyed my time in Germany and learnt 
a lot of German, but also a lot about Germany, its 
society, its people and its culture. I believe that the 
two countries are very similar, with a comparable 
view of the world, but also do things differently, with 
Germany doing some things better, and the UK also 
having its advantages.



 

Foreign 
Literature
by Eesha Samani

In the MFL A-level course, students read and study a 
set book, usually chosen by the teachers. The current 
Year 13 French students, for example, focus on the 
book “L’Étranger” by Albert Camus; a captivating 
read on absurdity and how human life is meaningless. 
It is not like anything you would have read before, 
especially since the man who is on trial for murder 
seems indifferent to his situation. Of course, reading a 
book in the language you are learning is essential -- it 
means that you pick up some words or phrases that 
you would not usually come across, as well as aiding 
immersion in the French (for example) culture. Even at 
GCSE level, I found reading children’s novels in French 
and Spanish dramatically improved my understanding 
of common grammar structures and key vocabulary. 

However, I believe that reading 
literature that originates from 
distant cultures is important, not 
just for language learners. It is 
the best way to learn about the 
history in other countries, coming 
from the perspective of those who 
have experienced it. Undeniably, it 

helps us with understanding different customs and 
beliefs of cultures around the world. For example, 
reading “The God of Small Things” by Arundhati 
Roy conveys how it is common in India to forbid two 
people from different castes marrying (in this case, 
Ammu and Velutha). Another key theme in this book 
is the normalised violence against women in India, 
specifically domestic violence. 

Not only this, but I find that 
foreign literature provides us with 
a completely distinct outlook on 
crucial themes such as life, love, and 
death. One of my favourite pieces 
of literature that demonstrates this 
is “Norwegian Wood”, by Haruki 
Murakami. His way of writing about 

love, in my opinion, is subtle but poetic, including how 
the main character describes his main love interest, 
Naoko, as well as the city he lives in, Tokyo. The book 
introduced me to a new way of living: continuing 
through loss and accepting the sorrow. 

I asked various teachers what their favourite piece 
of foreign literature is, and here are some of their 
responses:

“My favourite piece of Spanish Literature is ‘El Coronel 
no Tiene Quien le Escribe’ (No one Talks to the Colonel) 
by Gabriel García Márquez. I first read the novella 
during my degree and enjoyed the plot on a superficial 
level, however, of late have been able to draw on it to 
make sense of our world and social dynamics. I would 
recommend it to any Spanish student -- it is only 
short!”-- Mr Dillow

“My favourite Spanish book is ‘La 
Casa de los Espíritus’ by Isabel 
Allende. I read it whilst living in Spain 
as I wanted to read something by one 
of the most popular Spanish authors, 
and it certainly didn’t disappoint. The 
language isn’t particularly challenging 
and I would recommend it to any of 
my A-Level students.” – Miss Julian

“’Das Brandopfer’ (The Burnt 
Offering) by Albrecht Goes was 
the first book I read in German; I 
studied it at A-Level and its power 
has stayed with me since then, 
despite having read a lot of other 
foreign literature since. It is about the 
Holocaust.  Until then, the Second 
World War was something I had only 

studied in History and any literature had been from 
a British perspective. So this story, of a courageous 
young Jewish woman and her fragile connection to her 
community was incredibly moving. The protagonist, 
Sabine, is forced to navigate her way through an 
increasingly dangerous Germany by adapting and 
hiding. The book explores the impact of this pretence 
on her own sense of self.” -- Miss Hughes

In a world of prejudice and intolerance, people would 
benefit from gaining a true, unbiased, account of how 
people live in other countries, and that would bring 
completely different cultures together, breaking down 
preconceived biases and opinions about other places 
and their people. Dr Seuss sums this up, “The more 
that you read, the more things you will know. The more 
you learn, the more places you’ll go.”

The Importance 
of Reading
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German Students Meet 
Dilek Güngor
by Reuben Peckett, Year 10

In GCSE German at LGS 
we have been studying a 

novel, “Vater und Ich”, which 
translates to “Father and 
I”. On March 1st, 2023, we 
were privileged to meet the 
author, Dilek Güngor online. 
In addition to being an 
author, she is also a journalist 
and translator. 

In her book Dilek Güngör 
describes how a daughter 
called Ipek approaches her 
father, who came to Germany 
from Turkey as a so-called 
“Gastarbeiter” (meaning 
guest worker) in the 1970s. 
She tells of the attempt to 
overcome speechlessness 
with gestures and hand 
movements in the kitchen, 
and of sitting together in 
silence. It is a humorous and 
touching novel about a father-
daughter relationship that 
many will be able to identify 
with.

On the day, we joined the 
meeting online and spoke 
German throughout. We 
introduced ourselves to her 
and then she began. She 
read the first chapter of her 
novel and explained some 
of it along the way. After the 
reading, she wanted to know 

what our family relationships 
were like. Then we asked her 
about her growing up and her 
school life. She was brought 
up in a Turkish household 
but lived in Germany. She 
said she liked learning about 
English and German so she 
could speak to more people. 
She said it was annoying for 
her, growing up in Germany, 
as many of her friends didn’t 
understand Turkish, so she 
had to speak German with 
them. She said she would 
ask her family which country 
was better, was it Germany 
or Turkey?  There were 
difficulties with integration in 
Germany. 

The next topic she spoke 
about was nationality. Firstly, 
she was intrigued to hear 
what we had to say about our 
nationalities. We students at 
LGS come from diverse and 
unique backgrounds. She 
told us that her parents were 
both Turkish. She describes 
her nationality as Turkish and 
German, but she grew up in 
Germany, so she thinks she is 
more German. She asked us 
whether we think it is normal 
to ask about where others 
were originally from, and 
nobody was really quite sure. 

In Germany she says that it is 
normal and that people often 
ask that.

Near the end of her talk one 
person asked her, why did 
you write “Vater und Ich”? 
She answered with, to show 
the Turkish and German 
experience. She also says 
there are many similarities 
between her and Ipek’s 
experiences. Afterwards 
she said goodbye and we 
all applauded and thanked 
her for taking the time to 
talk to us. Overall, I think 
the experience was very 
interesting, as we learnt 
about the author’s personal 
connection to her character in 
the novel and also about her 
unique childhood.   
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The Taylor Organ 
in St Nicholas Hall

by David Whittle (former Director of Music) and 
Simon Ainge (Head of Chemistry, School Organist)

This organ was originally installed 
in the buildings in Peacock Lane 

in June 1926 when they belonged 
to Alderman Newton’s School. It 
was built in memory of a former 
headmaster, James Wallace Muston, 
by Taylor Brothers of Leicester who 
were also responsible for the organ 
in the De Montfort Hall (1913). When 
Alderman Newton’s relocated to new 
premises in Glenfield in the 1970s, 
the organ moved with it. Falling into 
disuse, the instrument was offered 
to LGS by the Old Newtonians so 
that it could return to its original site, 
which it did in 1993. It was dedicated 
at that year’s Foundation Day by the 
Right Reverend Michael Henshall, 
Bishop of Warrington. It was moved 
by Peter Collins Ltd, who made minor 
alterations. When LGS relocated to 
Great Glen in 2008, the organ came 
with us, again moved by Peter Collins 
Ltd. Thus it is an unusually well-
travelled instrument. It has tracker 
(mechanical) action. 

In recent years the organ has been 
used less and less, showing signs of 
wear and tear, and of little benefit in 
its very dry acoustic. With the organ 
being at somewhat of a crossroads, but 
still of historical worth, it was decided 
to rebuild and enhance it in time for 
its centenary in 2026, but thanks 
to a grant from the Edith Murphy 
Foundation and Mr Alan Jessop, the 
work was entrusted to Charles James 
Organs and completed by October 
2022. The brief was to provide an 
instrument for teaching and recitals, 
able to declaim the baroque repertoire 
in a suitably strident manner. 

The new specification is as follows:

Great: Open Diapason 8, Clarabel Flute 8, Principal 4*, 
Fifteenth 2*
Swell: Open Diapason 8$, Principal 4$, Mixture II-III*, 
Sesquialtera II*, Trumpet 8
Pedal: Bourdon 16
Sw to Gt, Sw to Ped, Gt to Ped
$= revoiced, *=new

The completed organ was demonstrated by pupils and 
staff to the wider community in November 2022 and 
the inaugural recital, by Prof David Baker (Halifax), 
was given on May 17th 2023, on which day an organ 
masterclass was also provided to LGS organ students.
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MUSIC

Learning the organ was 
something that I didn’t expect 

to be doing this year at all, but 
I’m happy I decided to. I sprung 
the idea onto my parents one 
day after school after talking 
to Dr Ainge and, although 
begrudgingly, they agreed to 
let me try it. I walked into my 
first organ lesson not sure what 
to expect and was met with a 
fascination of a new instrument. 
I loved the sound that it made, 
and being able to play something 
on it, albeit something quite 
elementary, made me feel very 
accomplished.

You would expect it to be 
somewhat like a piano, therefore 
not that hard to someone who 
already plays the piano; however, 

the reality is different. The only 
thing that is similar between the 
two is the keys, but the organ 
goes beyond that, starting with 
something that perplexed me 
greatly, the lack of a sustain pedal. 
On the piano, the sustain pedal is 
used in almost all pieces, which 
is why it gave me a shock when I 
saw that, instead of a pedal, there 
was an entire keyboard for my 
feet and two pieces of wood that 
changed the dynamics. On top 
of that, there are three manuals 
(keyboards) and around 30 stops, 
all which change the sound of the 
instrument. 

I still haven’t been able to master 
which combinations of stops 
makes what sound, or how to 
coordinate two hands and my 

feet, but I’m still learning and 
discovering new things every 
day, being able to play more 
interesting and complicated 
pieces every time. I hope to be 
able to fully master the organ, 
as not only do I get pleasure out 
of it for myself, but universities 
and conservatoires appreciate 
playing the organ massively, with 
places like Oxford and Cambridge 
offering organ scholarships 
in most of their colleges. It is 
something that will open many 
doors for me in my future and 
allow me to develop my musical 
skills, such as sight reading (at 
which I was hopeless before 
starting, and now I have improved 
so much). I would recommend 
learning the organ to whoever 
has the time and the interest, as it 
is such an amazing experience. If 
you want to listen to some famous 
organ music, I recommend 
listening to Bach’s toccata and 
fugue and the Poulenc organ 
concerto. The organ is still used 
now, however – a well-known 
example is “The Phantom of the 
Opera”.

Learning to 
Play the Organ
by Pol Macip Porter (photos by Mrs Hunt)

“Not only do I get 
pleasure out of it for 

myself, but universities 
and conservatoires 

appreciate playing the 
organ massively, with 

places like Oxford and 
Cambridge offering 
organ scholarships in 
most of their colleges.
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The Folk Group always brings together an 
uplifting collection of traditional folk music 

for their concert, which took place on the 27th 
of January, 2023. The Folk Group includes an 
eclectic group of instruments, including string 
instruments, woodwind, percussion and piano, 
allowing for a lovely variety of pieces. At each 
Folk Group session the students are encouraged 
to wear their own clothes, contributing to the 
theme and making the experience much less 
formal. The relaxed nature of the group sets 
this concert apart from others which take place 
during the year, as it allows for more creativity 
and amusement, creating a serene, laid-back 
atmosphere that is almost totally immersive. 

This year’s concert included a rendition of “Love 
Has No Pride”, sung by soloist Billy Wright-
Evans, who delivered a brilliant performance. 
It also featured a new piece, “Five Sheep, 

Four Goats”, which was introduced to us by 
Mrs Barker, a keen new member of the group 
who brings exciting new pieces to add to 
our repertoire. The jaunty, yet also poignant, 
nature of the music is a treat to listen to and 
participate in, a welcome variation from the jazz 
and classical music often played in the school’s 
ensembles. 

Without a doubt, the highlight of the concert was 
the audience participation, which provided an 
exciting new twist. Mr Jones very kindly taught 
the audience a couple of dances, which were 
carried out with much success as the Folk Group 
accompanied the dance with “Rattling Bog”, a 
traditional Irish piece well-loved by many of the 
musicians. (The title refers to the landscape and 
praises the bog down in the valley as excellent 
or “rattling”.) This was an exhilarating end to a 
fabulous night of music-making.

The Folk 
Group Concert

by Vidhi Thakor
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The Ciderhouse Rebellion invaded the halls of LGS 
on the 20th of September, 2022. Armed with their 

instruments, they performed a range of moving pieces 
around the folk genre. The folk duo consisted of a 
violinist (or fiddle player), Adam Summerhayes (also 
the leader of the Bardi Orchestra), and an accordionist, 
Murray Grainger. After meeting through a folk tribute 
band over 10 years ago, their chemistry and musicality 
has only increased, providing us with incredibly well 
performed improvisational pieces using techniques 
from British and European folk music. The charismatic 
pair were very comedic throughout their set, for 
instance, quoting Adam, “If you did enjoy that, great. If 
you didn’t, then you’ll never have to hear it again!”. The 
duo perform improvisational folk music beginning with 
the melodies of old folk songs or with a tune that they 
have created themselves. Their intertwining melodies 
and moving accordion basslines and chords provide a 
virtuosic perspective of the original folk melodies and 
push the genre towards a more modern perspective, 
adding extensive use of syncopation and extended 
chords.

Their first piece after the introduction, amusingly 
named “Moo Choo” by Adam’s son, who was unable 
to pronounce the word “music, was a collection of 

beautiful musical ideas, flowing from the fingertips 
of the duo. Their chemistry is unmatched as they 
interweave their melodies and complement each 
other’s phrases in beautiful harmony. Changes in 
tempo and dynamics seem to come automatically 
without fault, proving the close musical relationship 
that the duo have. Other songs that they played had 
intriguing titles (explained in introductory anecdotes) 
such as “The Highwayman’s Rat” and “Mouse in the 
Boot”. And one of their tunes was found in a 400-year-
old, previously undiscovered, musical manuscript. This 
latter composition seemed to mimic the sounds of a 
creaky old house in a storm wind. 

The flexibility of their playing was tested when they 
played a game with the audience, asking for a key 
signature and a time signature to improvise a small 
“jig” over, and they did beautifully. One piece was 
played with the accompaniment of a small group of 
musicians from LGS, including Arjun Kotecha on cello, 
Rishan Raja on piano, and various violinists and guitar 
players. Finishing off with a short concluding piece, 
they were met with applause from a well satisfied 
audience. It was a privilege to be engrossed in the 
Ciderhouse Rebellion sound world for two whole 
hours.

Ciderhouse Rebellion 
at Leicester Grammar School

by Josh Boulton, 6th form
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The workshop on the 30th 
September, 2022 started in a 

perfectly straightforward way; it 
began with Mr Barker explaining 
that to celebrate Black History 
Month we had a special guest. 
Mr Barker wanted to show how 
good we were to Ken Burton, the 
choir director, so he gave us some 
warm-up vocal practice. After 
that Ken took over, explaining 
that African music has influenced 
the music we hear now. Then 
we began singing a classic song 
from the tradition of the African-
American spiritual called “Wade in 
The Water” and Ken exaggerated 
how to launch and control our 
voices. He had already grabbed 
the enthusiasm of the audience, 
because he sang with such energy 
that it encouraged everyone to do 
the same. 

Ken made the explanations 
short and sweet. He did more 
singing to give us a flavour of 
the music and then we did some 
call and response, a classic 
element of African singing. But 

by Zayaan Milan Muhammad, Year 8

Year 8 Workshop with the 
London Adventist Chorale

then something COMPLETELY 
unexpected happened. Nishaan 
Banning, a confident Year 8 
student, asked if we could do a 
song we had learnt in Music, “Che 
Che Koole”, which is so much 
fun to perform. Surprisingly, Ken 
agreed to this, and Nishaan also 
asked him if excellent beatboxer, 
Anas Humayoon (another 
classmate), could have a call-and-
response beatbox after “Che Che 
Koole”. Yet again Ken accepted 
it, and everyone was starting to 
open their eyes wide. Nishaan 
even got to lead the song “Che 
Che Koole”. It went brilliantly, with 
everyone singing out all the air 
in their lungs with Nishaan and 
Anas. Then we had more songs 
and the rest of the assembly was 
a cakewalk to grab our voices and 
raise them high for Ken, for he 
was passionate about what he was 
doing. One memorable song was 
“Buna Lanay E-A-E-A” -- it was 
named in African, but sadly I do 
not speak any African language, so 
I had to write the title phonetically. 
The workshop finished with the 

song “Love Lifted Me”. It involved 
some physical moves, like leaning 
forwards and leaning backwards, 
to the left, to the right, and we 
all were pushing each other off 
the chairs because we felt so 
fizzy. To finish off, we repeated 
it one more time, and everyone 
was singing, using every atom 
of oxygen and air and we ended 
AMAZINGLY. Lastly, Kevin Zhang, a 
very experienced Year 8 musician, 
played a mix of “Rush E” and 
“Merry Go Round of Life” (from 
the film “Howl’s Moving Castle”). 
Kevin showed his mastery of the 
instrument, playing the notes 
beautifully.

I think this was the perfect way 
to start Black History Month, as 
Africans have originated much 
of the music we hear today. On 
behalf of all of Year 8, I would 
like to thank Ken Burton and 
the London Adventist Chorale. 
At the end of the session, Mr 
Burton said, “The students were 
full of enthusiasm. I had a most 
wonderful time.”
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The John Barker and Friends (James 
Mainwaring, Paul Saunders, Naomi Sullivan 

and Chloe Percy-Smith) concert took place on 
October 13th, 2022 in the Recital Room, and 
demonstrated the versatility of the saxophone 
and clarinet through many genres of worldwide 
music played across decades. From Bollywood 
to Classical, the musicians of Leicester Grammar 
School showcased their skills and talent, 
enthralling the audience who filled the tiered 
seating. 

The concert began with an uplifting opening of 
“Songs for Tony: Movement I & II” by the adult 
Saxophone Quartet, and was carried forward 
with the sentimental, calming “Scaramouche”, 
performed by Katie Bensi. James Mainwaring 
then performed “Sholom Aleichem”, employing 
an interactive approach with the audience in 
which members of the crowd were invited to 
try percussion instruments to accompany this 
traditional Hebrew song. The atmosphere was 
then expertly shifted by Naomi Sullivan, who 
performed “Alt.Music.Ballistix”, leaving the 
audience on the edge of their seats with this 
remarkable contemporary section. A Bollywood 
favourite, “Tujh Mein Rab”, captured the hearts of 
the audience through the incredible background 
accompaniment, lifting their spirits. Exploring all 

the pitches that the clarinet attains, the first half 
of the concert came to an exhilarating conclusion 
with the clarinet quintet, who played the upbeat 
“Concerto Saint Marc”.

Sunith Boora followed with “Tango till You Drop!” 
featuring entertaining conversations between 
the saxophone and piano. My own rendition (see 
photo on next page) “Cinq Danses Exotiques” 
displayed a slow, melodic “Baiao” combined with a 
“Merengue” that was both relentless and intricate, 
and “Tachycardia”, a showcase of alto saxophones 
working together, created remarkable harmonies 
and presented a homely take on the nature of 
‘asking’ and ‘answering’ in music. Subsequently, 
Paul Saunders’ “Double Agent” introduced a new 
genre to the recital room, one of mystery, intrigue 
and action that left the audience enraptured. A 
sense of calm and serenity descended upon the 
room through our very own Mr Barker’s lyrical 
“Vaughan Williams Studies in English Folk Song” 
and “Deep Purple”, and the concert ended on an 
uplifting note with the Saxophone Quartet’s “St 
Louis Blues”. This concert was a treat for both 
the senses and the mind, a way to show the true 
excellence of the single reed family through a 
journey of different musical cultures and time 
periods, thoroughly enjoyed by both musicians and 
non-musicians alike.

John Barker 
and Friends
by Prakash Easwar, Year 9
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Ms Graff  Baker 
Says Farewell

By way of valediction, (with apologies to BBC 
Radio 4) here are my eight “Desert Island 

Discs, LGS edition” which reflect some favourite 
moments of my time working here. 

1. “O be Joyful!” recorded  May 31st, 1986  is an 
LP of LGS Chamber and Junior Choirs directed by 
Charles Paterson and myself with organist Ron 
Berry and includes one of my compositions. I’ll 
direct you towards one track, Charles Wood’s “O 
Thou the Central Orb”, a magnificent example 
of the English choral tradition. Research the OL 
archive if you’d like to hear our version.

2. Such excitement when HM Queen Elizabeth 
II and the Duke of Edinburgh visited the school 
in December 2008!  I turned down the option of 
playing for them in a quartet at the University 
of Leicester while they lunched, in favour of 
accompanying the LGJS choir singing “This is our 
School” as the Queen walked into the Junior School. 
Thank you, Mrs Gangar, for including me in that 
unique moment. 

3. One of the most rewarding aspects of working in 
the Music Department is the integration of Senior 
and Junior Schools that can be enjoyed at a number 
of levels, as with a performance of Benjamin 
Britten’s opera “Noye’s Fludde” in early 2009. Both 
schools took part – playing, singing, costumed, 
dancing and with audience participation at key 
moments. 

4. A strength of our Folk Group is that membership 
tends to be self-selecting; anybody who seeks out 
Folk Group is the sort of person Folk Group wants 
to have. Individuals whose honour seemed to be 
staked on playing the livelier tunes at hair-raising 
speeds, once tamed, could also be relied on to add 
imaginative (and accurate!) harmonies, so much 
so that the tune itself was occasionally in danger 
of being omitted. This mixture of exuberance 

and competence was rewarded when we were 
asked to play in St Andrews for the HMC dinner in 
October 2015. A highlight indeed, but whether for 
the camaraderie born of 15+ hours on the coach, 
the jaw-droppingly luxurious accommodation or 
playing Dr Whittle’s set of tunes written specially 
for the occasion, I cannot decide. 

5. Christmas is always a busy time for musicians 
and Mr Jeans’ end-of-term-extravaganza in the 
Junior School exemplifies this. A highlight for me 
was in 2017 when the Ladies Who Lunch (a female a 
cappella group who only ever had time to rehearse 
while eating lunch) performed the Pentatonix 
arrangement of “God Rest you Merry, Gentlemen”. 

6. Autumn 2020 saw the creation, thanks to 
Mr Barker and Mr Stagg, of the Zoom concert, 
where ensembles from year group ‘bubbles’ 
performed to family and friends. And so, Gershwin’s 
“Rhapsody in Blue”, full orchestral performance 
plan scuppered by Covid, nevertheless took place 
in this arrangement. It was definitely one of the 
more uplifting moments of the pandemic and I 
was very pleased to be present at rehearsals and 
performance alike. 

7. Musicals - This moment (www.youtube.com/
watch? v=xcaZgcpHEGs) from “Oliver!” in 
December 2022 stands out for being a very well-
crafted ensemble number; it’s fun to play and the 
technical challenges are well worth the effort.

8. My final track is hot off the press. Written in 
April 2023, “Eleanor’s Jig” makes frequent use of 
the chord of E minor (EGB); it has been rehearsed 
and recorded by Folk Group. Needless to say, I am 
flattered by this, but also grateful -- to Josh Boulton 
for writing it, Mrs MacPherson, Mr Jones and Folk 
Group for playing it and to B wing for nurturing the 
kind of community where ‘stuff like this happens’.

MUSIC
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Youth Brass 2000 is a local 
brass band, based in Corby, 

which welcomes players aged 19 
and under and, this year, eight 
of the 33 members are from 
Leicester Grammar School (a 
greater number than ever before) 
with pupils from Year 7 to 12. 

Over the last year, we have been 
able to travel internationally for 
the first time since Coronavirus 
hit, embarking on a week-long 
tour of Lake Garda in Italy last 
August. During our tour we were 
lucky enough to perform four 
concerts in spectacular locations, 
including at the Colosseum in 
Verona, whilst also spending our 
free time sightseeing, lounging 
by the pool and visiting theme 
parks. Then, alongside a few local 
concerts, we spent the first part 
of this year preparing to compete 
in the National Youth Brass Band 
Championships at Stockport 
Grammar School in March 2023. 
After many weeks of preparation, 
the band gave a ‘superb’ and 
‘mature’ performance with ‘much 
to admire’ which resulted in us 
being crowned the National Youth 
Brass Band Champions of Great 
Britain, a position which we have 
now held for over a decade. 

Despite this success the band 
didn’t stop to rest, continuing 
with many hours of rehearsal, 
but this time to work towards 
the European Youth Brass Band 
Championships which took place 
in Malmö, Sweden at the start of 
May 2023. 

At this prestigious competition we 
were lucky enough to compete 
against bands from all over 
Europe, including Lithuania, 
Austria, Switzerland, Sweden 
and Denmark, who all played 
to an amazingly high standard, 
and we also had the chance to 
watch the European Youth Brass 
Band perform. We delivered a 
performance to make us all very 
proud, resulting in third place 

-- an incredible feat considering 
the high calibre of musicianship 
shown by all the competitors, 
many of whom were much older 
than us and studying music at 
conservatoires in their home 
countries. 

Now our competition season is 
over, the band can once again 
look forward to our annual tour; 
for the first time since 2017 we 
will be returning to Austria to play 
in venues with absolutely breath-
taking scenery. Looking further 
into the future, this time next year 
the band will once again compete 
in the European Championships 
in Lithuania, a once in a lifetime 
opportunity to visit such a 
wonderful country.

Youth Brass 2000
by Jennifer Ewington
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During the 2023 February half-term break, 
29 physicists (including 4 teachers) had the 

opportunity to sample Switzerland and visit one of 
the most important research facilities in the world, 
CERN and its Large Hadron Collider.  This was an 
incredible experience with so much packed into just 
four days. 

We landed in Geneva at around midday and, after 
dropping off our bags at the hostel, headed to 
Lake Geneva, taking a shuttle boat to cross it. 
Seeing the huge fountain, the Jet d’Eau up close 
was mesmerising.  The itinerary afforded some free 
time in the old town, allowing us to have lunch, 
before we ascended the tower in the Cathédrale 
de Saint-Pierre, recommended for stunning views 
of the city. In the afternoon, we visited the Patek 
Phillipe Museum, where we saw hundreds of fine, 
but expensive watches. It was incredible to also see 
a large-scale model of a Swiss watch to understand 
its mechanics. We compared it to a quartz crystal 
watch, and the piezoelectric effect. In the evening, 
we were treated to delicious pizza at a nearby 
restaurant, but the early start had taken its toll and 
we all promptly fell asleep on our return to the 
hostel.

We spent the second day in Bern, the Swiss capital, 
in the German-speaking region of the country. We 
hopped on a coach for the two-hour journey there. 
As soon as we arrived, we were impressed by the 
incredible architecture and the grandeur of Bern’s 
landscape. It was intriguing to see the seamless 
change in language as we were transported from 
French Geneva to German Bern. Our first stop was 
the Einstein Museum, one of the highlights of the 
trip for me. The museum was huge, with four large 
floors. As well as learning about Einstein’s life and 
work, we also learnt about the history and culture 
of Bern. As an aspiring theoretical physicist, my 
favourites included the exhibits on General and 
Special Relativity; I was able to see excerpts from 
the “Annalen der Physik” journal that Einstein 
himself wrote. After the museum, we walked across 
the Aare River into the centre of Bern for lunch, and 
then headed to “Berner Münster” via the bear pits 
(thankfully, now empty), the feature giving Bern its 
name. The cathedral tower gave us an opportunity 
to climb, but this time even more steps than the 
cathedral in Geneva, and see even better views at 
a height of 100m. Returning to Geneva, we took a 
detour to Lausanne to admire the sunset and have 
some dinner. Lausanne also has wonderful scenery 

Sixth Form Physics Trip 
to CERN and its Surroundings

by Arjun Kotecha

SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS

99



and fine architecture. Back at the hostel, 
a few of us went out for an evening stroll, 
along the Lake Geneva waterfront. It was 
picturesque; lights lined the lake as far as the 
eye could see

On day three, we visited CERN. We met 
Ellie Guilletti, an alumnus of LGS who is 
at CERN on a study programme. We were 
very lucky to be shown around and to 
observe demonstrations in the cryogenics 
laboratory. She showed us the magnetic 
properties of different materials when cooled 
by liquid nitrogen or helium, including 
Lenz’s Law, levitation effects (used in 
maglev technology, such as trains) and 
superconducting magnets. These effects are 
used to accelerate fundamental particles 
to close to the speed of light through the CERN 
detectors. It was incredible to see things we have 
learnt in Physics being applied in real-life scenarios. 
This was followed by a lecture about how data from 
CERN experiments with particle collisions is used, 
analysed and stored. We learnt how numbers and 
characters can be represented using binary, and 
that there is a whole network of servers around the 
world that store and process this data. Before lunch, 
we walked through an exhibition of the work done 
at CERN, including 
the types of particles 
observed (such as 
the Higgs Boson, the 
fundamental particle 
discovered in 2012), 
and the challenges 
faced by physicists 
that CERN hopes 
to help overcome, 
including the study of 
dark matter and dark 
energy. We were also 
able to see a plaque 
that commemorated 
the creation of the 
World Wide Web at 
CERN by Tim Berners Lee in 1989. Lunch was in the 
cafeteria, where we were surrounded by members 
of staff and researchers, and I had the privilege of 
talking to some of the researchers about their work 
with the muon detector.

After lunch, we watched an inspiring video about 
the work that CERN does to try and find the 
answers to fundamental questions about the 
origins of our universe and expanding the Standard 

Model of particle physics, to perhaps include 
the supersymmetric ‘shadow’ particles. Then 
we travelled by coach over the border to Cessy, 
France to visit the CMS (Compact Muon Solenoid), 
a detector that is part of the LHC (Large Hadron 
Collider). We were extremely lucky that this year 
we were allowed to go 90m underground to see 
the detector structure up close, a phenomenal 
experience. We learnt about what the detectors are 
made from and how they do their job in working out 
which particles are produced from collisions. Back in 

Geneva, our evening 
meal was fondue 
– delicious, melted 
cheese -- rounded off 
with strudel. We were 
also entertained with 
some traditional music 
including yodelling 
and the alpine horn. 

On our final day 
in Geneva, after 
checking out from 
the hostel, we made 
our way into Geneva’s 
old town. We saw 
the flower clock, 

another major attraction. We also managed to visit 
the Natural History Museum, which had numerous 
exhibits on various species of insects, reptiles and 
mammals from all over the world. After this, we had 
some free time for lunch in the city, but it wasn’t 
long before we had to go back to the hostel to 
collect our belongings and head to the train station. 
Thanks to Miss Allcoat for organising and leading 
the trip, and to Mr Anderson, Miss MacLeod and Mr 
Radford.
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with the Medical Mavericks; 
exploring the work of chemical 
engineers with the University 
of Birmingham, psychology 
with the University of Derby 
and computer science/ AI with 
the University of Leicester; 
drone flights run by the British 
Transport Police (along with 
talks on the use of drones 
on the railway), and a demo 
deconstructing a car from the 
Leicestershire Fire & Rescue 
Service; an exhibition from 
Earthshot prize-nominated White 
Motorcycle Concepts; flights 
from Betty the hot-air balloon 
(to raise awareness for Organ 
Donation) by the Nottingham 
University Hospital’s NHS Trust; 
as well as more displays from 
the National Space Centre, 
Pets as Therapy UK, Emerson, 

Equine, Pick Everard, TGW 
Logistics, Twycross Zoo, and 
Wild Science Experiments. Those 
who visited Warwick University’s 
360⁰ planetarium, were able to 
visit the solar system without 
leaving the Drama Studio. In 
addition, a range of interactive 
scientific activities were delivered 
by the brilliant Year 12 STEM 
Leaders (ably assisted by the 
Prep) including making ‘edible 
DNA’, hoverboards, ‘elephant 
toothpaste’, and much more. 

Thanks to the efforts of LGS 
staff and students, as well 
as passionate and dedicated 
external volunteers, the whole 
event was smoothly run and was 
a huge success, with over 2500 
people attending throughout the 
day.

The Bright Sparks 
STEM Fair

The Bright Sparks STEM Fair is 
Leicester Grammar School’s 

annual science and technology 
exhibition, held at the end of the 
school year, bringing together 
displays from various STEM fields 
through a range of activities 
provided by external exhibitors 
as well as LGS pupils. The event 
(which was open to the public, 
free of charge) has not been held 
at LGS since before the pandemic, 
so anticipation was certainly high 
– and it did not disappoint. It was 
held on a sweltering Saturday, the 
17th of June, 2023 and brought 
science and engineering to life for 
visitors of all ages with a range of 
interactive activities and exhibits.

Activities included practising 
taking blood, trying keyhole 
surgery or having an ECG 

by Ali Khan
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In STEM Club, 6th form STEM 
Ambassadors, under the guidance of 

Dr Fulton, enjoy teaching Miss Mould’s 
Prep Class (Year 6) about the sciences 
through a variety of different activities 
and experiments. Some of the 
activities this year included making 
catapults, balloon kebabs, flame tests 
(‘fireworks’) and even rockets.

The balloon kebabs were an 
interesting activity which the STEM 
Club ran this year. The aim was to 
push a skewer completely through a 
rubber balloon (through the middle 
and out the other end) without 
popping it. Once this was achieved, 
the Prep continued to push balloons 
onto the end of the longer skewers 
to make a ‘kebab’. This led to many 
popped balloons as the Prep tried to 
work out how best to approach the 
problem! As part of the experiment, 
the 6th form students led the session 
and explained how this actually 
worked – relating to the distribution 
of air pressure pushing against the 
rubber when a hole is made. The 
Prep class were very engaged and 

inquisitive, with lots of different ideas 
on how to push the skewer through the 
balloon successfully, before arriving at 
the right answer. 

Another session that the Prep really 
enjoyed was the catapults session, where 
the students built catapults using lollipop 
sticks and rubber bands. The 6th form 
mentors explained how elastic potential 
energy was transferred into the kinetic 
potential energy store. The sight of 
pompoms flying across the room was 
definitely bizarre, and the activity was 
one of the students’ favourites. After 
spending some time trialling different 
catapult designs, the pupils competed 
to see how far they could fling their 
pompoms, with chocolates as a prize. 
Megan Mehta, one of the 6th form STEM 
Ambassadors, said “Although I was 
nervous at first, I really enjoyed working 
with the Prep and I’m glad that they 
learnt something from it as well.” STEM 
club is a perfect way of sparking interest, 
curiosity, and passion for learning in the 
pupils – and is a rewarding experience for 
the STEM Ambassadors who work with 
them.

STEM
Club 
by Ali Khan
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This essay was one of two LGS entries chosen 
to represent the school in the Warwick Group 

Science competition, although it did not then go 
on to win a prize.

Genome-editing has been used for decades and is 
nothing new: in 1973, the first transgenic organism 
was created by inserting antibiotic resistant genes 
into Escherichia coli, and in 1974, the first transgenic 
animal was created. However, the emergence of the 
CRISPR-cas9 system completely changed the world 
of gene editing. It is a system that can cut out specific 
parts of DNA, turning off a gene, and then we can 
replace it with our own DNA. Thus we can modify 
individual letters in a 3 billion letter sequence of bases, 
much like correcting a typo in an online document. 
The rapid development of this gene-editing technique, 
with thousands of research papers being made 
every year, has led to its use on humans with genetic 
diseases, such as hereditary blindness. The future for 
CRISPR-cas9 is extremely bright: it has the potential 
to eventually eradicate all genetic disorders as well as 
develop more desirable traits in humans. But at what 
cost? Without the time to research this technology in 
depth, and possibly discover unknown and unwanted 
side effects or consequences, some scientists are 
concerned about the speed of development of 
CRISPR, and the testing of new CRISPR strands on 
humans. Also, more scientists are discovering dangers 
to using this technology and how these embryos 
(which could be potential lives) can be easily harmed. 
The controversial case of He Jiankui, the scientist who 
was the first to help produce gene-edited babies in 
2018, shows that some people are ready to take big 
risks in order to make massive progress, fulfilling the 
huge potential that CRISPR has. Is it okay for us to use 
this technology on humans now? Or are we meddling 
in something we do not fully understand? 

Firstly, I think it is important to understand how 
exactly CRISPRs (Clustered Regularly Interspaced 
Short Palindromic Repeats) work. They were first 
found in archaea and bacteria by Spanish scientist 
Francisco Mojica, and he theorized that they were part 
of the bacterial immune system, helping get rid of 
invading viruses. They do this by using CRISPR-cas9, 

an enzyme produced from the CRISPR system, which 
acts like a pair of “molecular scissors”. Viral RNA that 
has been transcribed by the bacteria can bind to cas9 
and acts as a guide. When the same virus recurs, cas9 
can cut the viral DNA. Scientists have now discovered 
how to use cas9 to alter specific gene expression: by 
creating a guide RNA (gRNA) that the cas9 protein 
can bind to, we can cut out and replace specific parts 
of the human genome (Broad Institute, n.d). Of course, 
this is an amazing discovery and revolutionises the 
way we can alter genes; however the process is not 
as simple as it sounds and scientists have recognised 
some clear dangers. For example, even with the guide 
RNA, the cas9 enzyme can sometimes cut the wrong 
site of the genome, especially when there are several 
DNA sequences in the genome that are similar to 
the target site. These “off target” cuts could cause 
major health problems, given that they could change 
any gene. For example, if a gene that supresses 
tumour growth is cut, then the patient could get 
cancer. On the other hand, even when the cas9 cut 
is “on target”, there are still several dangers. This is 
because when part of the genome is cut, the cell has 
to heal the wound, but the cell’s method of repair is 
unpredictable. There are several different ways the 
cell can repair, each having a different effect on the 
genome. Thus gene-editing using CRISPRs is still a 
work in progress and there is much to be done to 
improve it and make it safe. I believe its use in current 
society should be limited. 

Although in general the CRISPR-cas9 gene-editing 
technology is still a work in progress, there have been 
some clinical trials where it has had a lot of success. 
One great example is sickle cell disease, a disease that 
affects millions worldwide. A genetic mutation results 
in sickle-shaped red blood cells which cannot carry 
much oxygen and can clot narrow blood vessels. There 
are treatments to this disease, but a stem cell donor 
is required. However, using CRISPR, you can treat the 
patient’s own stem cells to help treat the disease. 
CRISPR can be used to target and block the gene 
that ‘turns off’ the production of foetal haemoglobin, 
causing it to be produced. With the enhanced 
production of foetal haemoglobin, fewer crises have 
been observed. One of the first people to be involved 

Redesigning The 
Human Genome: Is 
the World Ready?  
by Ahab Iqbal
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in these trials, Victoria Gray, said that it was “life 
changing”. 

So why stop there? There are thousands of 
experiments that show how CRISPR can save millions 
of lives, such as using CRISPR to modify mosquitoes 
to reduce the spread of malaria, one of the deadliest 
diseases known. Surely, if we do not take this 
opportunity to help people’s lives with CRISPR now, 
we are indirectly decreasing their chance of survival? 
Well, the simple answer is that we cannot guarantee 
that these experiments are safe; we do not yet know 
if there are unintended consequences to what we 
are doing, that could do more harm. CRISPR has the 
potential of seriously damaging humanity, as well 
as helping it. There are already cases where CRISPR 
has not worked in the way scientists expected. When 
scientists at Colombia University modified embryos 
to help cure hereditary blindness, half of the modified 
embryos lost large segments of a chromosome. 
Clearly, we do not know the true nature of the 
powerful weapons that we are holding. Do we want 
this dangerous technology to be part of our current 
society?  CRISPR has serious potential, but serious 
dangers. This poses a dilemma for scientists: should 
they continue marching forward and make significant 
progress with this technology at rapid pace, or 
figure out where to draw the line with the use of 
this technology and spend time researching the 
negative impacts? While most scientists chose this 
latter option, Chinese scientist, He Jiankui decided 
to help create the first gene-edited babies in 2018. 
Jiankui modified the CCR5 gene in two embryos. This 
gene encodes a protein which common strains of 
HIV use to infect the body’s immune system, so by 
modifying it, Jiankui tried to make them HIV resistant. 
These two embryos were implanted in a woman and 
were born in October 2018. Although it was a grand 
demonstration of what this technology can do, it was 
also a risky, irresponsible, and impulsive experiment 
that threatened human lives. Additionally, it was 
arguably unnecessary, given that the babies were 
not at a high risk of contracting HIV. As a result, he 
was fired from his university and then later sent to 
prison for illegal medical practice by the Chinese 
Government. The actions of He Jiankui reminded 
people that this powerful technology can be abused 
without supervision or regulations. There will be more 
people like Jiankui, and what is there to stop them 
from using this technology to make unnecessary and 
dangerous genetic modifications? CRISPR-cas9 does 
not only have the power to treat genetic diseases, but 
it can also be used for cosmetic purposes. Is it right 
for people to use this technique only for the purpose 
of changing their eye colour?  

Clearly, as well as the dangers, there are some 
ethical problems to the use of CRISPR-cas9. 
Although it may seem as simple as correcting a typo, 
this modification could affect not only one human 
life, but many lives in the future. This genetic change 
will be inherited by future generations, so people 
who haven’t even been born yet are having their 
DNA changed, without their consent. In addition, 
although the initial prospect of CRISPR changing 
our genome sounds great, it could have terrible 
consequences if the technology is not distributed 
equally. If the CRISPR-cas9 gene-editing system is 
only made available to those who can afford it, then 
it would lead to a future where only the rich people 
have the enhanced and desirable traits, further 
increasing the world’s inequality. Of course, there 
are also some religious problems with CRISPR-cas9. 
If technology has advanced to the point where we 
can change our own human genome, we have to 
ask whether we are playing God. Is it right for us to 
change our own human nature that God has created? 
By using CRISPRs to alter our genes, we run the 
risk of altering the ecosystems around us; other 
animals might be affected as a consequence of our 
experiments. These ethical issues pose a different 
argument: not whether the world is ready for the use 
of CRISPR or not, but if CRISPR should even be at all. 

It is a clear fact that genetic modification using 
CRISPR-cas9 will play a huge role in our lives in the 
future, as it has been shown that it can help millions. 
The number of applications of this technology 
seem endless, with further development every day. 
For that reason, I disagree with the statement that 
CRISPRs should never be used on humans. Although, 
there are some ethical problems which come with 
using CRISPRs, I think that these are issues that can 
be overcome. I believe that, with time, there will be 
a way for this technology to be distributed evenly, 
administered safely, and used ethically. However, 
whether this technology should be used on people in 
current society, is a question that is more difficult to 
answer. It is important to realise how insanely quickly 
this technology is developing; we have not had the 
time to guarantee its safety for use on humans. What 
if your patient who had “successful” treatment using 
CRISPR, later suffers from a harmful side-effect from 
that you had not known about? Furthermore, along 
with the successes of CRISPR-cas9, there were also 
failures, given how risky, volatile, and unpredictable 
the technology still is. Genetic modification with 
CRISPR-cas9 is ground-breaking, but much more 
work needs to be done to ensure safety and the 
world is currently not ready for something so 
powerful, but unpredictable, to enter society. 
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SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS

Is Bioluminescence the most 
Beneficial Adaptation for 

Escaping Predators?  
A Short Extract from Tom Al-Chalabi’s EPQ Project

Bioluminescence can have a 
variety of uses for escaping 
predators. For example, hatchet 
fish use light emitting organs 
on the underside of their bodies 
to reduce the intensity of the 
silhouette as seen from below. 
As predators look up, they would 
ordinarily see the shape of the 
fish against the lighter surface, 
but this fish, much like warplanes 
in World War 2, tones with the 
underside colour to that of 
above, by matching wavelength 
and intensity of light coming 
from there. This is very effective 
and beneficial, as predators 
in the deep often have poorer 
eyesight when exposed to light, 
as their eyes are not adapted for 
those conditions.

Another similar example occurs 
when some species of sea 
cucumber feel threatened; they 

release bioluminescent parts 
of their body, which then latch 
onto nearby fish. This means 
that the predator instead chases 
the fish, while the cucumber 
can make a getaway. ​Likewise, 
bomber worms eject green 
blobs which serve to divert 
the predator’s attention. This 
collection of adaptations 
seems to be effective, as many 
different animals have undergone 
convergent evolution to produce 
a similar mechanism.  

Vampire squid, a species 
that lives a kilometre below 
the surface of the ocean, 
uses an interesting method 
of protecting themselves, as 
Clark describes: “they fire a 
cloud of bioluminescent mucus 
at their attackers, confusing 
them for long enough to allow 
the vampire squid to escape 

unharmed.” This method has 
been seen in other creatures 
I have talked about, although 
what makes the vampire squid 
particularly interesting is that 
it also has another adaptation, 
also described in the article: “It 
can alter the duration and the 
intensity of the light, essentially 
allowing them to turn themselves 
‘on’ and ‘off’ like Christmas 
lights. They can, therefore, make 
fabulously complicated patterns 
to disorient their predators 
and attract their prey.” Other 
creatures may have photophores 
to produce light, but the vampire 
squid is unique in that it can 
adjust them to suit the situation. 
Clark writes that the squid 
can “disorient predators and 
attract prey”, showing that some 
creatures use bioluminescence 
for both hunting and escaping 
predators.

Fangtooth : This is an ex-
ample of an ultra-black fish 
(Angoplogaster  carnuta). 
Image credits Karen Osborn, 
Smithsonian institutiion.
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Introducing  

Mr Moore 
Mathematics Teacher

by Gargi Nisal (photo by Mrs Hunt)

What got you into teaching?
Initially, I was interested in joining the 
RAF, but my eyesight failed me. After 
that, I spent time fixing bikes and doing 
private tutoring, and found that I had a 
natural aptitude for teaching. Both my 
parents were teachers as well, so that’s 
probably why.

What are your hobbies outside of 
school?
I’m a keen mountain biker; I race 
nationally, and enjoy road riding and 
track cycling, and I’m a qualified cycling 
coach in four disciplines. Alongside that, 
I also really enjoy trail running, rock 
climbing, kayaking, and swimming -- 
anything outdoors.

What is the most exciting, real-life 
maths problem you’ve ever solved?
I used a lot of maths and trigonometry 
when I built my own rock-climbing wall 
in my back garden. And when I worked in 
aerospace engineering, there were also a 
lot of interesting maths problems to do 
with jet turbines too.

Who were your role models growing up?
My A-Level Maths teacher was the first 

person who taught me that Maths could 
be fun; it was hard, yes, but it could also 
be very fun. My other role model was 
Geoff Kabush, a Canadian mountain 
biker, who showed that if you really 
worked hard at something, you could 
get results. He went to the Olympics 
four or five times, and he wasn’t 
arrogant; he always had time to speak 
to people, to mentor people.

What advice do you have for people 
who are struggling at Maths?
I would tell them to slow down and 
draw a picture. It’s better to be slow 
and correct, than fast and wrong. I am a 
visual learner myself, so a picture helps 
me understand what’s going on.

What world problem would you like to 
solve?
I think greed is a real issue. If people 
did not hoard food and money, and 
everyone just shared things out equally, 
there would be no problem. I also get 
the feeling that a lot of wars are started 
because of greed, whereas if people 
who had more than enough shared 
resources, the world would be much 
better.
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SCIENCE AND MATHEMATICS

What inspired you to pursue a career in teaching? 
Maths was something I was always really good 
at, so I felt it was inevitable that I pursue the 
subject at university. I had always enjoyed 
helping others with Maths and, although I had 
many other career options, it felt natural to move 
into education.  Maths is a logical subject which 
underpins everything we do in life and I want my 
students not only to understand this, but also to 
enjoy it as much as I do.

How has your experience been so far at LGS? 
I have really enjoyed teaching at LGS so far. It’s such 
a pleasure to teach students who have a love for 
learning and a real enthusiasm for Biology beyond 
the curriculum. The students here are so kind and 
supportive of each other and are great at tidying up 
after themselves. 

What sparked your interest in teaching Biology?
I grew up on a farm so have always been surrounded 
by biology in action. At university, during lab work 
and group presentations, I realised that I love working 
with people and developing new ideas to help them 
understand complex theories. 

Why do you think Biology is an essential part of 
the academic syllabus? 
Well, it’s an essential part of all life. How can anyone 
not be interested in the functioning of their own body 
and the world around them? Of course, if we are 
going to save our wonderful planet from the climate 
and resources challenges we face, understanding and 
using Biology is a key part of that too. 

What are your interests beyond the classroom?
I am a keen netball player and play for a local team. I 
love the outdoors and some of my favourite holidays 
have been camping and surfing in France. I like to 
read when I have time, although with small children 
it is mostly Peppa Pig and The Famous Five at the 
moment. I enjoy cooking and, of course, eating food 
from around the world.

Who would you invite to a dream dinner party? 
I think Malala Yousafzai is truly inspirational. What 
she suffered as a result of standing up for the right 
for girls to have an education is incredible. I read 
her book and think she is an amazing person who 
exemplifies bravery and inspiration.

What are your interests outside of teaching? 
I have three children, so I enjoy spending time with 
them, baking and taking them on day trips (and 
beating them at Connect 4). I also enjoy reading, 
going for walks and watching cooking programmes.

Introducing  

Ms. Rai 
Mathematics Teacher

by Ali Khan (photo by Mrs Hunt)

Introducing  

Ms Hancock 
Biology Teacher

by Diya Premkumar (photo by Mrs Hunt)
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On the13th of October, 2022, Year 12 pupils 
were fortunate enough to be given basic life 

support training by some of the Heartwize first aid 
trainers. 

Heartwize is an award-winning charity founded in 
2014. Its main goal is to “Create a Generation of 
Lifesavers” by teaching lifesaving skills such as how 
to perform cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) 
and how to use an Automated External Defibrillator 
(AED), hoping this will increase the likelihood of 
survival from out-of-hospital cardiac arrest. CPR is 
a lifesaving procedure which is done on a person 
in cardiac arrest (when the heart suddenly and 
unexpectedly stops pumping blood, resulting in the 
brain and other vital organs not receiving oxygen). 
Administering CPR helps pump blood around the 
person’s body when their heart cannot, mimicking 
the pumping action so blood can start to flow, until 
trained medical professionals can take over. 

The session began by going through some theory, 
including the causes of and how to recognise a 
cardiac arrest, the difference between a cardiac 
arrest and a heart attack, and looking through some 
scenarios where a cardiac arrest could take place. 
After this, we went onto the practical aspects of 
the training session, including learning the correct 
way to perform chest compressions and how to use 
a defibrillator. Finally, we went through a scenario 
including all aspects of the training session. We 
went through it step by step as a group, using the 
DRSABC mnemonic (danger, response, shout for 
help, airway, breathing, CPR) used to remember 
appropriate steps to take in emergency situations, 
while members of the group performed CPR on 
the training dummies provided. After this session, 
some LGS students met with Heartwize in Highcross 
Shopping Centre on the weekend to help equip 
members of the public with similar training. ‘Restart 
a Heart Day’ takes place every year on the 16th of 

October. It aims to raise awareness about cardiac 
arrests and helps people learn about CPR. This 
year, Heartwize invited us to help train the public 
in Highcross. We were based in a pop-up shop with 
around 3-4 volunteers. We were given the signature 
Heartwize yellow t-shirts to wear and were also 
supplied with training dummies and training AEDs. 
Many people showed interest, including a toddler 
and an elderly couple. We were even able to refresh 
the memories of a few doctors. 

We found the experience very beneficial as it 
allowed us to develop our training skills and to 
adapt these skills to a range of people. Personally, 
it helped me develop my confidence in public 
interactions and public speaking. Working in a 
small volunteering group helped develop our 
teamworking skills. We thoroughly recommend 
doing the training and volunteering if the 
opportunity comes along again, as it is a vital skill. 
By sharing this knowledge with others, you can 
contribute to society and may even save a life.

Heartwize 
CPR Training 
by Nikhil Srinivas & Ben King-O’Reilly
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This year at Leicester Grammar School has 
been marked by exceptional achievements 

in sports, showcasing the dedication and 
talent of our students. With over 110 teams, 
675 fixtures, and 628 pupils representing the 
school, it has been a remarkable year for our 
sporting community. Our departmental mission 
is to enhance sporting and physical ambitions, 
whilst also bringing to life the school values of 
ambition, community and opportunity.

Our athletics teams have showcased their 
prowess on the track and field, with the Inter 
Girls Regional ‘B’ Final earning a well-deserved 
silver medal. Demonstrating their strength 
and determination, the Inter Boys Regional 
‘A’ Final team secured the bronze medal, 
highlighting their outstanding performances 
in the sport. Cricket has been a standout 
sport for us this year, with the 1st XI Boys’ 
Cricket Team clinching victory in the County 
Cup. Their hard work and skill paid off as they 
emerged as champions, setting an example 
for others to follow. Additionally, our U15 
Girls’ Cricket Team made it to the indoor 
finals, showcasing their remarkable talent 
and determination. In swimming, the U11 
team demonstrated their prowess, finishing 
an impressive second in the County. Their 
commitment to training and their exceptional 
performance in competitions have brought 
pride to the school. We are particularly proud 
of Catherine Lv, who achieved a remarkable 
feat by becoming the U13 National Table Tennis 
Champion. Her dedication and skill in the sport 
have earned her well-deserved recognition 
and praise. Our Tennis teams have continued 
to excel, consistently delivering impressive 

performances. The introduction of boys’ 
hockey into our sporting repertoire has been 
a fantastic addition. We are thrilled to see the 
progress made in this area, especially through 
our partnership with Leicester City Hockey 
Club. LGS students have continued to astound 
us with their generosity and community spirit. 
They have raised substantial amounts of money 
for charitable causes, demonstrating their 
commitment to making a positive impact on the 
world around them. The annual Tom Ellis Cross 
Country event has become a cherished tradition 
in our school calendar, bringing our community 
together for a day of camaraderie and athletic 
achievement. 

With two thirds of the student body 
representing LGS, our sporting community 
has shone brightly. We look forward to the 
continued success of our sporting programs 
and the growth of our students as athletes and 
individuals in the years to come. I must express 
my utmost gratitude to the dedicated and 
tireless efforts of our staff, coaches, medical 
team, support staff, caterers and parents. Their 
unwavering support and commitment have 
played an integral role in making our sporting 
achievements possible. It is a collective effort, 
driven by the passion and dedication of our 
entire school community. Together, we have 
created an environment where our students can 
thrive and excel in their chosen sports. Once 
again, thank you to each and every member of 
our Leicester Grammar School family for your 
ongoing support. We look forward to building 
on this success together as we continue to 
nurture and celebrate sporting ambitions at 
Leicester Grammar School.

Sport at 
Leicester 
Grammar 
School
by Mr J R McCann, Director of Sport
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Athletics
2022 - 2023

Ava Burman U13 Girls’ Athletics Captain
Our first meet was at Boston Royal Sports 
Arena for the ESAA Track and Field Cup. Here 
we benefited from after-school training and 
had become more confident in our events. 
The girls’ U13 team came 3rd overall and 
consisted of: A. Ashworth-Jones, A. Burman, 
T. Corry, L. Haycock-Huss, D. Kaur, R.Longhill, 
H. Phillips, C. Powell, E. Sobek , T. Sunmboye, 
A. Taylor, Dara Tobun. Our second event was 
at Saffron Lane for the South Leicestershire 
Area Athletics Competition, where the sun was 
shining and everyone represented the school 
well. Thank you to our coaches, Mr McCann 
and Ms Cox, who supported us.

Benji Dubois U13 Boys’ Athletics Captain
The athletics season for the boys kicked off 
at Boston Royal Sports Arena for the ESAA 
County round. The competition is team-based, 
with athletes earning points based on their 
performance, such as time or distance. These 
points are added to calculate the team’s 
score, and the top eight teams qualify for the 
next round. We performed brilliantly, earning 
a total of 316 points, more than any other 
U13 boys’ team, and so we qualified for the 
regional round in Derby. We also competed 
in the South Athletics Area meet where we 

came  4th overall with 68 points (missing out 
on the podium by one point with 2nd place 
being joint at 69 points). Overall, this season 
has been an outstanding one for the U13 boys. 
LGS Athletics club has definitely contributed 
to the success. The boys’ U13 team includes 
B. Adesanya, T. Berry, H. Byrd, L. Corbo, B. 
Dubois, E. Livermore, T. Dixon, T. Edmonds, 
M. Greaves, A. Kolka, A. Rai D. Mepham, E. 
Orlovskis, R. Stimpson. Special mention goes 
to Eduards Orlovskis, who has stood out this 
season, performing exceptionally well in sports 
ranging from shotput to javelin. 

Jack Glover U15 Boys’ Athletics Captain
A mix of talented athletes from years 9 and 10 
made up the team, displaying a wide variety 
of talent, leading to success in a majority of 
the events. The season started at the ESSA 
regional qualifiers, where we came first overall. 
Qualifying for ESSA regional finals was a 
task the school had not managed to fulfil in 
over a decade. At the finals competition was 
very tough against big schools that brought 
very talented athletes. After a day of heat, 
exhaustion and determination, we came 3rd 
overall, unfortunately not in the qualifying 
range for nationals, but a very good result 
either way. 

Athletics Team
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Ava Burman U13 Girls’ Captain
Cross Country has always been a tough sport to 
compete in, however, we turned up to Sheffield 
in a positive manner and did our best. At the 
ESSAA County Cup we were 7th out of the nine 
other schools. Our top performers came 7th, 
29th and 31st out of a field of 50 girls. The team 
consisted of: A. Burman, H. Mohan, N. Kulkarni, 
A.Herring, A. Bishnoi, L. Haycock-Huss. Thank 
you to Mr McCann and Ms Cox for their support 
during this competition.

Benji Dubois U13 Boys’ Captain
At the ESAA (English Schools’ Athletic 
Association) XC Cup our competitors were Taiga 
Dixon and Benji Dubois from Year 8, along with 
Edmund Ashworth Jones, Thomas Steggles, 
David Ellis, and Thomas Berry from Year 7. The 
course included a lot of slopes and uneven 
terrain. It became increasingly hotter as the race 
drew closer and the sun came out, with little 
shelter in the race, making the test even more 
demanding. Out of a tough field of ten schools, 
we placed eighth overall. 

George Stimpson U15 Boys’ Captain
It has been a positive year of Cross Country at 
LGS with all students taking part in some way, 
whether it was representing your house or the 
school. We competed in the ESAA national cup, 
the team consisting of George Stimpson, Roshan 
Subramanian, Joseph Khalid, Yahya Musa and 
Charlie Longhill. Everyone put in a valiant effort 
and two athletes finished in the top 15. Thank you 
to Mr McCann for coaching us throughout the 
year and we look forward to competing again in 
the future.

Isabel Priestman U15 Girls’ Captain
This year has been a good one for our team, 
consisting of Lucy Free, Phoebe Ives, Isabel 
Priestman, Flori Switzer, Harriet Wood and Lailaa 
Cayless. In the ESAA XC cup round one, everyone 
ran extremely well, with our top performer 
coming 4th out of 62 runners. We qualified for 
the ESAA cup regional finals. This was a tough 
competition with a much higher standard, and 
we ended up coming 11th with a total of 172 
points. Well done to everyone on the team.

Cross 
Country
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Martha Hall, Girls’ U14 Captain
This season has been very eventful with lots of 
matches to play, ending with our reaching the county 
finals. We had regular attendees to Badminton Club 
on Thursdays where we practiced different skills 
each week. Our first match was against Welland Park 
Academy, where we lost some of the singles games 
but won most of the doubles. Players were M.Hall, 
D.Kaur, L.Ng, V.Than, D.Sankara Raman and V.Patel. 

Badminton 2022 - 2023

Tennis
2022 - 2023

S. Vemala, Boys’ U16 Captain
The whole team has been enthusiastic and 
dedicated this year. We have had a mixture 
of wins and losses in the four games we 
played. We had a convincing victory against 
Lutterworth College, winning 7-1; we also had 
a narrow loss against Welland Park Academy, 
losing 3-5. Our synergy and skill greatly 
improved over the season. Many thanks to Mr 
McCann for organizing all the fixtures and for 
setting up training sessions. Thank you to the 
following players who represented the team: S. 
Gadhia, V. Kaushik, H. Khwaja, K. Sthanakiya, A. 
Srinivas, S. Vemala.

Samantha Chan, Girls’ U16A Captain
Despite not always winning, the team have 
shown commitment and perseverance 
throughout this school year. Members of 
the team that deserve a special mention are 
Prithika Anbezhil, Guneetika Sahedra and Sonia 
Naidu for excellent playing, sportsmanship and 
optimism. Thank you to all the staff who made 
it possible for us to play and to Mr McCann for 
organising the events.

Rory Stimpson, U13A Captain

The U13 tennis teams started training from the start of 
the school year, at early morning and lunchtime sessions, 
so on behalf of everyone on our team I’d like to thank Mr 
Godsmark, for his all his efforts to improve our tennis, 
even at 7am on a cold morning. I think that we have 
all improved this year in both the technical and mental 
sides of tennis. I have really enjoyed tennis this term 
because everyone is committed and has enjoyed the 
challenge of playing against each other.This prepared us 
well for our first fixture against Twycross House School 
on May 3rd. The four players, Trishant, Taiga, Keshav, and 
me, all played a singles game and then a doubles game 
together. At the end of the match, the score was 3-3, 
so two players from each team were chosen to play a 
tie-break decider, which we won. I don’t think we would 
have won this fixture if we didn’t enjoy playing for each 
other, and we are now looking forward to more fixtures 
in the next few weeks.
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Emily Bunce, U13 Captain 

Our first match of the season was against Twycross House School and although we lost, we could take 
back lots of things to work on for us to improve. In our second match we played against Lutterworth high 
school and we all played to our best abilities and won. This match was important as we had some close 
games against them and we could take many positives from this and improved working all together. A 
player that has stood out for me was Hannah Mohan, this year she has continuously improved and always 
tried her hardest. She had a tough match against Lutterworth High School but she tried her hardest and, 
in the end, won with the score being extremely close. A big thank you to Mr. Godsmark for coaching our 
team this year and helping us to improve.

George Stimpson, 
U15 Captain

It has been a very positive 
year of tennis for the U15 boys’ 
team at LGS this year. The team 
consists of George Stimpson, 
Navin Bhaty, Isaac Mohan and 
Anant Kapoor. The year began 
in October, with a county cup 
final win, carrying on our form 
from last year with an emphatic 
10-2 win against Uppingham. 
Later on in the year, we enjoyed 
12-0 wins against Twycross and 
Loughborough Grammar, with 
all players putting in excellent 
performances. Tight matches 
against Uppingham and Welland 
Park resulted in narrow losses 
with one going to a shootout 
tiebreak, which we narrowly lost 10-8 but all put in a resilient effort. Overall, it has been a very positive 
year for the U15 boys’ team, and we look forward to representing the school at Eton in July.

Emily Boddy, U15 Captain

Although the tennis season has been a short one and not many matches have been played, all girls in 
both the A and B teams have played excellently against some very tough opponents. The first match 
of the season was against Twycross House School and after some close matches we lost 4-8, giving us 
confidence and room for improvement for our following matches. We then lost against Uppingham but 
went on to win against Loughborough 4-2 overall. Thank you to Mr Godsmark and Miss Rothwell for 
organising the matches and coaching us this term.

Theo Coats, 1st Team Captain

The tennis team have had a successful year thanks to all the hard work we have put in all year long with 
our coach, Mr Godsmark. We competed in the national Glanville cup where we reached the regional finals 
before losing to Repton 4-3 in a close fixture for a spot to go to the national finals. We would all like to 
thank Mr Godsmark for all his work and hope for an even better year in 2023/24.
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This year I was the U11A 
Swimming team captain. 

The team consisted of myself 
and some members of Year 
6 in the Junior School. It was 
great to work with the Junior 
School. 

We won against Brooke Priory 
School and Stoneygate, but 
fell short to the Elms. On the 
3rd of May we also took part 
in the Area County Finals at 
LGS where we won and got 

put through to the County 
Finals. On the 9th of June 
we travelled to Uppingham 
School for this competition. 
Despite excellent swims 
from the whole team, we 
finished second to Hinkley 
and Bosworth. Our greatest 
achievement was that, for the 
first time in LGS history, we 
made it to the English Schools’ 
Swimming Association 
National Finals at Ponds Forge 
in Sheffield. All the captains 

had to do a parade and sing 
the national anthem at the 
start of the championship. 
Both the boys’ and girls’ LGS 
U11 Swimming teams came 
21st in their competitions in 
the final -- that’s 21st out of 
the whole country! The boys 
swam a medley relay, and the 
girls swam the medley relay 
and the freestyle relay. It was 
an honour to captain the team 
and all the swimmers swam 
extremely well.

Swimming 
2022 - 2023

by Finley Lang, Prep
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LGS’s cricket program experienced overall 
growth and success throughout the season. 

Despite initial setbacks due to rain, the teams 
showed remarkable improvement and achieved 
significant accomplishments, both individually 
and collectively. The U12 team had an impressive 
cup run, narrowly missing out on reaching the 
final. Their actions and behaviour displayed 
great potential, and their progress is eagerly 
anticipated. The U13 team went from strength 
to strength, starting the season with a victory 
against prestigious Stamford. They showcased 
excellent teamwork during their tour to the Isle 
of Wight and, despite results not going their 
way, everyone contributed fantastically. The 
U14s had an outstanding cup run, reaching the 
quarter-finals, and fell agonisingly short to make 
the semi-finals. Several players took ownership 
of their roles within the team, resulting in 
numerous standout performances with both 
bat and ball. The U15 team steadily improved 
throughout the season, building strong bonds 
and demonstrating composure in challenging 
situations. Several players from this team also 
made their debut in the first team. The senior 
team faced early defeats against Stamford and 
Oundle, but bounced back strongly, securing 

Boys Cricket 
2022 - 2023

by Mr J Smallman, Head of Cricket

easy victories in the County Cup. Their all-round 
performance, including exceptional fielding, led 
to winning the County Cup trophy for the 1st 
time at this age group.

Overall, it has been a delightful experience 
observing the boys develop and enjoy 
cricket at Leicester Grammar School, from 
Prep to Seniors. A huge heartfelt thank you 
to the ground staff, medical team, coaches, 
and teachers who have played instrumental 
roles in the successes of the season. Their 
dedication and support have been invaluable in 
creating a conducive environment for positive 
experiences. We are proud to acknowledge 
the achievement of OL Lucy Higham, who 
secured her spot in the prestigious hundred 
competition. Lucy’s success is a testament 
to the talent and hard work she displays, but 
also the support she offers both boys and girls 
here at LGS. Lastly, we would like to express 
our deep appreciation to Mr Potter, whose 
unwavering passion, drive and enthusiasm have 
contributed to our cricket program for the past 
30 years. Mr Potter’s commitment and guidance 
have left an indelible mark on the programme 
and will be cherished by many.

Isle of Wight Cricket Tour

SPORTS
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Aryan Singh, U12 Captain
The U12A cricket team had an eventful 
season, showcasing their skills and 
tactics on the field. The season started 
with an impressive performance 
against Bilton Grange, amongst other 
strong performances against Lutterworth, 
where we displayed exceptional teamwork 
and individual brilliance. The team faced a 
tough challenge at the Sixes Tournament, 
competing against strong opponents and 
being inexperienced at this format. In the 
County Cup, the U12A team embarked on 
a brilliant cup run, reaching the semi-finals, 
only to be beaten by a strong Soar Valley 
School. Throughout the season, the U12A 
cricket team maintained a respectable 
win-loss ratio of 50%. Learning from both 
victories and defeats, we cannot wait for 

next year, when we get to experience the Isle of 
Wight tour. A special thank you to our coach, Mr 
Stubbs, who provided invaluable guidance, support 
and motivation.

Trishant Pathmanathan, 
U13 Captain
This has been a very successful year for the 
U13 team. During the winter, we played in 
the Indoor Competition and came out as 
winners of the entire tournament. Our first 
match was against Stamford and we had 
an incredible start from our openers, Adam 
Kolka and Daniel Mepham. Adam Kolka went 
on to score a brilliant 66 not out and the 
team finished on a high score which led to 
a comfortable win. After this, we went on 

to beat Crown Hills Community College and Bilton 
Grange with two convincing wins, before losing 
narrowly to Queen Mary’s Grammar School. Adam 
Kolka, Taiga Dixon, Eesa Sattar and Daniel Mepham 
have particularly impressed me in how they have 
played and helped the team. We would like to thank 
Mr Ellis, Mr Green and Mr Potter for their continued 
support which is helping us learn and turn into better 
cricketers.

Vishagan Sankar, 
U14 Captain
Our season got off to a good start, as we 
were unbeaten in our first five games. 
Against Queen Mary GS who came down 
from Walsall, we bowled with confidence 
and showed our ability when bowling them 
out for 98 in 17 overs. Sam Wildman finished 
on 19 not out and Vishy on 53 not out. Some 
key performances over the season were 
Sam Wildman’s 50 vs Kibworth and Arav 
Sharma’s 50 vs Wellingborough. As the 
season progressed, we were knocked out in 
the quarter final of the County Cup by 12 runs 
in a thrilling game against Loughborough 
Grammar. A massive thank you Mr McCann 
and Mr Smallman who pushed us to show 
our full potential.
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Daniel Weston, 
U15 Captain
Cricket at LGS has always 
been important to so many 
people, and with the help of 
all the great teachers who 
train and coach the players we 
have grown to become a great 
cricketing school. We started 
our season well in the winter, 
winning the Area Indoor 
Competition, meaning we 
would represent the district 
in the County Finals; however, 
they have been postponed 
due to snow. Our summer 
began with a narrow defeat to 
Rushey Mead Academy in the 
first round of the County Cup. 
We did extraordinarily well, 
considering our lack of players 
on the day. We then had a 
couple of good wins against 
Crown Hills Community 

College, where Oscar Hills led with the bat, scoring a half century. 
Unfortunately, however, we ended our 20/20 season with a 
narrow loss to The King’s School Grantham. I would like to give a 
big thank you to Mr Smallman and the teachers who have made it 
a very enjoyable season for us.

Fergus Gilligan, 
1st XI Captain
The summer of 2023 has been 
short, but certainly fruitful 
for the First XI. The season 
started with a fixture away at 
Stamford, a great opportunity 
for the new look side to run 
out together for the first time. 
The game ended in defeat, but 
there was no time to waste as 
our County Cup fixtures soon 
followed. Both of those games 
were navigated comfortably, 
with victories of 17 runs and 10 
wickets respectively. Following 
on this, we went out to face a 
strong Oundle side and ended 
up losing the game; however, 
credit must be given to Arnav 
Rai in Year 10, who scored 50 
on his debut. Unfortunately, 

the next games in the calendar were abandoned due to rain. 
Thanks to Mr Smallman, who coached and umpired throughout 
the season in the absence of Mr Potter.
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This year has been a hugely successful one for 
the girls’ cricket squads and I am delighted 

with the progress and improvement that has 
been made. We have recently returned from the 
Isle of Wight, where for the first time the Year 
8 girls have been on cricket tour (see photo), 
the A team taking part in their first full-format 
hardball game. The introduction of coloured 
clothing for the 1st XI, as well as the navy cricket 
trousers for all ages, has meant we have looked 
super-smart for all our fixtures. There have been 
lots of individual successes and many students 
are now joining clubs outside of School. OL Lucy 
Higham was 12th man at the first ever Ladies’ 
Ashes test match, as well as playing for The 
Blaze and Northern Superchargers. Pupils have 
benefitted from her expertise when she been 
able to fit in coaching at the school round her 
busy training schedule. There have been county 
honours for Imogen Major, Ishani Bhavsar, Nidhi 
Kulkarni, Eleanor Ashcroft, Sonia Naidu and Lucy 
Weston and they have set high standards in their 
respective teams.

The 1st XI had a short season with the 
examinations and some fixture cancellations. 
They were unfortunately defeated by a strong 
Repton side in the 100-ball cup, but it was a 
great team performance. The U15s had success 
in the Indoor competitions, winning the County 
Tournament and progressing on to the regional 

Girls Cricket 
2022 - 2023

by Mrs Laybourne

finals. The U15As had strong performances in 
the outdoor fixtures against Princethorpe, and 
I look forward to lots of them joining the 1st 
XI next year. The U15Bs also won both of their 
fixtures, showing the strength at this age group. 
The mighty U14s have been undefeated this year. 
Coached by Miss Cox, the girls have flourished, 
with the majority of the team now playing for 
clubs. I thoroughly enjoyed watching them 
defeat Solihull School in the last game of the 
season, following which three of them stayed 
on to represent the U15 boys. The U13A and B 
teams have progressed on to hardball training 
and matches, ready for the step up to this format 
next season. At this age group we have been 
fielding teams from A-E, which saw every girl in 
the year group selected to play against Oundle. 
At the youngest age group, the U12s, the girls 
have really shown strength and the A team beat 
a very strong Solihull School. The U12s have also 
had fixtures down to E team level, giving many 
girls the opportunity to represent the school.

I would like to thank all the pupils who have 
represented the school at girls’ cricket, in what 
is a very short and intense term.  Big thanks to 
Miss Cox and Mrs Calland, who are leaving this 
year and will be hugely missed. To the leavers, 
thank you for all the time and effort you have 
given to school cricket over the years. A number 
of you were part of that mighty team who came 
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Lulu Tunstall, 
U14 Captain

Although we are now only 
halfway through our cricket 
season, the team is doing 
very well, not losing a single 
match, and (fingers crossed) 
our streak will stay with us for 
the remainder of our tense 
season. Although we’ve had 
no losses, we’ve been put 
under huge pressure to do our 
best from all our opposition 
so far; our closest match was 
against Crown Hills Community 
College. This match was played 
amazingly by both teams 
and was very much a friendly 
competition. Here we saw N 
Beasley and F Switzer take 
down many wickets and bowl 
very well, with a very lively field 
helped by A Durrani hyping up the team, keeping the energy very positive. With a target set, batting 
was carried by numerous boundaries, mainly from E Nelson and L Powell who worked as an amazing 
duo to create an excellent score. Although we played so well, this match was drawn, but I think my 
teammates would agree it taught us a lot and will hopefully help us on our upcoming matches, where 
we can improve even more and show our new set of skills. Thanks to Miss Cox, Miss Regan and all the 
others helping to make our team its best.

Lydia Haycock-Huss, 
U13A Captain

Although we may have not won all of our 
matches, we have always put up a fight. All 
the girls come to training on a Tuesday and 
everyone in the team has improved their 
cricket skills and is looking forward to future 
opportunities to improve. We are also very 
excited about the upcoming Isle of Wight 
cricket tour. We have played some hardball 
matches which all of us really enjoyed, helping 
us to get a little more confidence at playing 
hardball for when we start Year 9. Someone who 
really stood out throughout Cricket this year is 
Tess Corry, with her powerful bowling and great 
accuracy. Tess also has true sportsmanship and 
is always there to cheer anyone up. 

2nd at the National Indoor Finals as small but 
talented U13s. In particular, I would like to thank 
Lucy Weston, who has been an outstanding role 
model and ambassador for girls’ cricket both on 

and off the pitch. I was delighted when she was 
made Captain of Cricket for both the boys and 
girls. I would like to wish her all the best for the 
future.

Nidhi Kulkarni, 
U12 Captain

As the summer term approaches, so 
does Cricket season. As I am in Year 7, 
this was my first year of experiencing 
Cricket at LGS and I was super excited. I 
enjoy every aspect of Cricket, but even 
if you’re not a great fan of the sport, 
our outstanding PE staff, (Miss Cox, Mr 
Thacker and Miss Rothwell for Year 7), 
help everyone to understand and love it. 
The season includes a variety of training, 
fixtures and tournaments arranged by our 
teachers. Everyone across our year gets an 
opportunity to participate in matches and 
represent the school, and everyone gets to 
put their training to the test.

119



Lucy Weston, 
1st XI Captain

Despite a relatively short 
season, there have been clear 
improvements evident in 
training and matches for the 1st 
VI Girls’ team. Girls’ cricket has 
grown massively over my time 
at LGS, led from the front by 
the 1st XI team. This was also a 
year for new kit, so we certainly 
looked the part all season. 
Having entered into the 100-
ball Cup for the second year in 
a row, the team was able to get 
to grips with the new format, 
and although playing against 
a very strong Repton side, 
we put up an excellent fight, 
with impressive performances 
from Eleanor Ashcroft and 
Kirsten Teo. Amazing fielding 
performances from Elena and Katie Bensi helped keep the runs down. Although the result didn’t go 
our way, there were plenty of positives with a great overall team performance on display. Another key 
highlight was House Cricket, with congratulations to Dukes for an unbeaten streak of victories. Thank 
you to Mrs Laybourne and Miss Jeffries for their hard work and unwavering enthusiasm. It has been 
an honour to captain the girls’ cricket side alongside my role as Captain of Cricket and I am excited to 
see what the future of Girls’ Cricket looks like at LGS.

Maariya Karim, 
U15 Girls Captain

This year has been an enthusiastic year for U15A team cricket. Still getting used to playing 
competitive hardball matches, we trained hard every Thursday after school. We had a busy season in 
which we played six matches. Our first game of the season was a softball away game against Crown 
Hills, and we came out on top, winning by 10 runs. We carried our victory forward to the next game 
against Princethorpe College, where we won by four runs, with six amazing wickets taken by Nevaeh, 
Anaya and me, and a great catch by our wicket keeper, Tilly. We also got through to the regional 
finals of the U15 indoor cricket league by winning the County championship, but faced some tough 
opposition. Later in the season, we faced Crown Hills again in an outdoor hardball game, where we 
fielded first and kept their runs to a minimum, however, we unfortunately lost by nine runs. There was 
a great wicket by Eleanor, as she got out their strongest batsman. We grew and developed as a team 
and look forward to the next cricket season.
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This school year has seen a fantastic season 
of hockey across all of the squads, with 

both Girls’ and Boys’ Hockey making brilliant 
progress. 142 games of hockey have been played. 
Particular congratulations to Ava Burman and 
Hannah Mohan who have been selected into 
performance centre this year. 

During the season, our 1st XI Girls’ team showed 
glimpses of greatness; however, some games 
proved to be tough.  A notable highlight was 
the U18 Indoor competition, with a great 
win against Bromsgrove and a valiant draw 
against Oakham: LGS almost qualified for the 
Midlands Finals, which would have been a first, 
but narrowly missed out by one goal in goal 
difference. Although the girls were gutted, they 
were very pleased with the progress they made 
in this format.  The Girls’ 2nd XI have displayed 
great enthusiasm and desire to improve. After 
an early loss against a strong Oakham side, the 
team embarked on a mid-season winning spree, 
beating Wellingborough, Ratcliffe and Bablake. 
The U15A continued on last year’s progress, 
reaching the T3 U16 Midlands Finals. The U14A 
showed promise with strong performances as 
they transitioned into 11-a-side hockey. Both the 

U15 and U14 age groups fielded a B team, who 
completed a number of fixtures this year. The 
Lower School teams displayed great promise 
for what is to come, with the U13A finishing 
2nd in the In2Hockey County round, beating 
Loughborough on penalties to progress to the 
Midlands Finals. The U12A also had a great 
season, picking up wins against Oakham and 
Bablake.

Boys’ hockey at LGS has continued to thrive with 
increasing numbers involved. The 1st XI boys 
made a fantastic start to the season, winning 
the T3 U18 County tournament, picking up wins 
against Uppingham and Loughborough and 
qualifying for Midlands Finals, where the boys 
represented themselves well with a mixture of 
results. Another highlight of the season was the 
indoor fixture. Many, having not played much 
indoor before, stepped up to attend the zonal 
round. Unfortunately for LGS our opponent 
was Repton, previous national champions. The 
boys displayed incredible fight and produced 
some well-worked opportunities against an 
experienced side. The boys continued to build 
on each performance as the season went on and 
made huge strides forwards. The U15A kicked 

Hockey 
2023

by Miss Jeffries

House Hockey
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off their season with a strong performance 
against Stoneygate and qualified for the 
U16 T3 Midlands finals. As the season went 
on, the competition level rose and the team 
had to work hard. They never gave up and 
made great progress. The U14A picked up 
wins throughout the season. Like the girls, 
the boys too fielded U14 and U15 B sides, 
providing more boys with the opportunity 

to play. The U12As started their LGS hockey 
careers, learning a lot and enjoying each game. 
Lastly the U13A, the most successful boys’ 
team this year, won the In2Hockey County 
competitions, beating Oakham and Robert 
Smyth and drawing against Loughborough and 
Ratcliffe, progressing to the Midlands Finals 
where the team finished 4th overall, a sterling 
performance. 

Iliana Tzirki, U12 Girls’ Captain
To be part of this team is an absolute dream and the girls should be super proud of themselves as 
they have developed their skills. We have had a few tournaments and even if we were unsuccessful, 
the girls would always leave smiling with their heads up. One of the tournaments that we have done 
is House Hockey where VC’s and Judges were joint first; we had a great time wearing face paint. The 
bus journey to get to the fixtures was always fun and, even when we had lost, the bus journey back 
was even better. Even if it was freezing cold, the girls would push through it. Before every game, we 
would all put our sticks together and sing our chant until the whistle blew. 

Elliot Hurd, U12 Boys’ Captain 
From the excitement of the first game to the bittersweet feeling of the last, a lot can happen over the 
course of a season. Our coach played a critical role in helping us to develop our skills and strategies, 
and in fostering a positive team dynamic. Overall, my hockey season was a valuable experience and I 
have gained a deeper understanding of the many benefits of playing sports. 

Ayaan Rahuf, 
U13 Boys’ Captain 
This year the U13 boys had a 
magnificent season and achieved so 
much. We started off the season with 
a saddening 4-1 loss to Loughborough 
at home, but that was just us 
warming up. We then went on to play 
at In2Hockey where we managed 
to draw 1-1 with Loughborough, a 
6-0 victory against Robert Smythe, 
a 1-0 victory against Oakham and 
a 1-1 draw to Ratcliffe. All the boys 
stepped up here and these results 
allowed us to win the entire thing 
and qualify for the Midlands finals, 
the first U13 boys from LGS to do so. 
When we played in the Midlands final, 
we finished 4th overall, which is excellent for our first time, and I can’t wait to see what we do next 
year. Standout players are Nishaan Banning, who became our goalie, Rory Stimpson and Taiga Dixon, 
who have been solid at the back, and Trishant Pathmanathan, who has been a great cm. Thank you to 
Miss Jeffries, who has coached us this season, and Miss Rothwell, who helped us at the tournaments.
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Lucy Cooke, 2nd XI Captain
Despite a rather rocky start to the season against Oakham, the Girls’ 2nd team improved 
tremendously in both skills and teamwork as the season progressed, finishing with three impressive 
wins against Bablake, Wellingborough and Ratcliffe, alongside taking home third place in the 
Leicestershire County Tournament. Although winning three out of eight matches doesn’t seem like 
the best year on paper, the enthusiasm and commitment brought by the team to every single match 
(even that rather soggy match against Stamford) was outstanding, and made for a very fun season. 
A huge thank you to both Ms Rothwell and Ms Cox for their unwavering support, fantastic coaching, 
and above all, their brilliant cheerleading skills on the side-lines, which really did build our confidence. 
Without fail, every single member gave it their all and we couldn’t have asked for a better team.

Daisy Wesley,
U14A Girls’ Captain
After winning in our first three 
matches, our first major loss came 
to Ratcliff, 7-1; however, I am proud 
of my team for picking themselves 
up and getting that one goal against 
a very difficult opposition. After 
this match we had to sit down and 
discuss our defensive options, and 
this showed in our next match when 
we won 4-0. Overall, the U14 girls 
had a brilliant season with a lot 
of wins, which reflects how much 
effort the girls put in. Many girls in 
the team play hockey out of school 
together; everyone does a great job 
to contribute what they have learnt out of school and put it into play in matches. Players who have 
really improved and worked hard this year are Lailaa Cayless and Lottie Burton. Next hockey season I 
know our team can improve even further.

Tilak Chavda, 
U14 Boys’ Captain
We began this long-awaited hockey 
season away at Loughborough for the 
first round of the County Cup. We started 
strong during the first half, going into 
the half-time break without conceding; 
however, we lost the game by the slightest 
of margins in the final few minutes. 
Nevertheless, this fixture helped us 
develop our skills to bounce back stronger. 
Another notable performance was against 
Robert Smyth, where we claimed a 3-1 
win thanks to the team giving it their all, 
pressing the opponents when we did 
not have the ball and, when we did have 
it, consistently changing direction and 
moving into spaces to give options to the 
ball carrier. We have worked well as a team 
and have drastically improved our skills. 
Thank you to Miss Rothwell for coaching 
and managing our team.

Joseph Khalid, 
U15 Boys’ Captain  
Strong opposition and harsh score lines did 
take their toll on the team, but many positives 
can be drawn from the season. The 4-1 win over 
Stoneygate, a convincing victory, and our time 
in the Midlands Finals, although unsuccessful, 
showed good resolve within the team to leave 
proud, having done everything possible. For 
me, the highlight of the season was the 5-0 loss 
to Stamford: through the rain, against a school 
that plays very competitively, we kept the game 
at a respectable level, with many shots on goal 
of our own in both halves. Strong performers 
throughout the season included Oscar Hills and 
Felix Fombon; Mohit Mistry and Arvind Kulkarni 
keeping us organised and better defensively; and 
of course, our fantastic goalkeeper, Pol Macip, 
bailing us out on numerous occasions. We thank 
Mrs Laybourne for her help in making us look like 
a proper, competitive team, and Miss Jeffries for 
guiding us through the difficult Midlands Finals.
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Tara Bahra, 
1st XI Captain
Hockey within the 1st XI girls’ team 
this season has been wonderfully 
enthusiastic, with the girls always 
coming together. Some may say 
that we peaked at preseason (where 
we scored most of our goals and 
achieved most of our wins), but 
there are so many more elements 
to a successful team than just the 
outcomes. A standout moment was 
the U18 Indoor Tournament, where 
we narrowly missed out on qualifying 
for regionals, as well as our amazing 
outdoor performance, with a win 
against Bablake. On both occasions, 
we played together so effectively. 
For those of us in Year 13, hockey has 
been a monumental and consistent element throughout our time at LGS. Whether an away game 
with a lively bus journey, competitive House Hockey, or a girls vs boys charity match, it will all be 
greatly missed. I am enormously proud of all the girls who were involved this season, and I wish them 
the best of luck in the future – the memories and connections we have made will be remembered for 
a lifetime. Thank you to Miss Jeffries and Mrs Laybourne for being the best coaches we could have 
asked for.

Zachary Laurenti, 
1st XI Boys’ Captain 
 This year has been a step in the 
right direction for the boys’ 1st XI 
hockey team. We progressed to 
the T3 regional round of the school 
competition, where each member 
showed grit and determination 
against tough opposition. The team’s 
biggest highlight of the season was 
winning the County stage of the 
T3 competition, beating schools 
like Stamford, Nottingham HS, 
Uppingham and Loughborough 
Grammar, and progressing to the 
regional round. The boys remained 
completely dedicated to the team, 
even when exams were looming ever 
closer, and each member showed a desire to fight for every game they played. A standout player 
was our super goalie, Dylan Gill, who made some outstanding saves in nervy situations. The success 
of the team could not have been achieved without the excellent coaching of Mrs Jeffries and our 
knowledgeable external coach, Harvinder Bhuhi, whom we cannot thank enough.
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It has been another successful season for 
LGS Netballers. We have had unprecedented 

numbers of students representing the school 
across 29 teams with plenty of competitive 
fixtures at all levels. The First and Second XII 
had an exciting end to the season in the Team 
Leicestershire finals, which took place in biblical 
weather. The skills displayed by all were excellent, 
with good leadership from Captains Elena Bensi 
and Charlotte Dixon guiding their teams to 
finish 1st and 2nd overall. Highlights of the South 
Leicestershire tournaments were the 1st XII, 
2nd XII, and U16B winning their tournaments 
and the U16A, U15A and U12A finishing runners 
up. Individual successes of the year have been 
strong: Kathryn Bensi and Jemima Kay gained 
recognition in the Loughborough Lightning U17 
squad. Also in fine form representing the U15 
Leicestershire County Performance Netball were 
Tilly Dargie, Eleanor Nelson, Flori Switzer and 
Maya Topping. Congratulations to Eleanor Nelson 
for winning Regional U14 League Player of the 
Year.

Netball is a unique sport, something that you can 
play at any age or level. it has always been my 
aim to equip our young people with the skills to 
be able to join a team once they have left LGS, 
whether that be through university or local clubs. 
So many of our OLs continue to enjoy the game 
after leaving LGS and for me that is a testament 
to the staff and the program they deliver year 

on year. I would like to extend my own personal 
thanks to all LGS Netballers and staff past and 
present for their participation in the Netball 
programme. I thank each and every one of you 
for the part you have played and I leave with 
many fond memories. Good luck next season; I 
wish you every success.

Etienne Hills, U12 Captain
This netball season has been truly amazing and 
all the team are so appreciative of our teachers’ 
training and support. We had a few injuries but 
everyone still had a smile on and off court, and 
heads were held high even when games were 
tough. A massive well done to all the girls. We 
look forward to next season when we can get 
back on court.

Emily Bunce, U13 Captain 
This year we had some very close matches, 
starting with a close game against Oundle 
School; in the end there was a one goal 
difference with the score 10-11 to them. Our next 
match against Charnwood College was also very 
close; however, in the end we managed to win, 
5-3. Our penultimate match was against Oakham 
School, where unfortunately the score ended as 
11-19 to Oakham, although that game was one of 
our best performances of the season. Everyone 
in the team stood out or improved. Thank you 
to Miss Hill and also Ms Ward for coaching the A 
and B teams.

Netball 
by Mrs Calland

Senior House Netball
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Flori Switzer, U14 Captain
Our team had a challenging but very positive season. Although our hard work wasn’t reflected in the 
scores, we felt we played well all through the season and there was some great improvement shown. 
Our best performance was at the end of the season. Lutterworth High School are a very good team 
so, although we lost the match 26-39, it was great for us to get the experience of playing with a 
challenging opponent. Special mention to our top scorer L.Tunstall; our goalkeeper, L.Burton; and our 
centre, E.Nelson. Thank you to Mrs Calland and all the sports staff for their encouragement. 

Maya Topping and 
Tilly Dargie, U15A Captains
We had a great season this year, 
winning two out of three matches. 
We started off with a fantastic win 
against Loughborough Amherst, 
30-6. Carrying the enthusiasm from 
our win to our next match, against 
Lutterworth High School, we were 
determined to win again, but it was 
unfortunately not to be. However, 
we played the next match against 
Princethorpe College with more 
determination, winning 21-14. On 
the final afternoon of the season, 
we placed second in the South 
Leicestershire tournament overall, 
having won all but one match. Thank 
you so much to our coaches. 

Jemima Kay, U16 Captain
The season started abruptly with our first match against Oakham School, without any chance for 
training. We unfortunately lost but it was a good opportunity to figure out what we needed to work 
on. In the annual South Leicestershire netball tournament, we started with a confident mindset and 
managed to win all our matches and get through to the final. The final was against Lutterworth and 
was neck and neck right up until the end where we were defeated by one goal. In our final match 
against Oundle they managed to gain the lead in the third quarter. Our team came back fighting, but 
it wasn’t enough to win, although it was still a fun match to end the season with. Thank you to Miss 
Cox, our coach, and well done to all the girls.

Elena Bensi, 1st XII Captain
I have been a Netball player since I joined LGJS in Year 4, and it has definitely been a highlight 
of my time at the school. The training sessions always bring positive vibes, with new skills being 
developed and fitness improved. Just as importantly, the sessions allow for meaningful connections 
and friendships to be made which help us jell together as a team and make the sport so enjoyable. 
I’ve had the privilege of captaining the 1st VII this year, and it’s been a thrilling and successful season. 
We started with a tough match against Oakham, made tougher by the fact it was our first match 
playing together as a team. We trained hard and our high motivation led us to beat our next tough 
opponent, Robert Smyth Academy (32-18). In the South Leicestershire tournament, proudly hosted 
on our home turf, the first VII were undefeated in every match, leading us to win the tournament. 
The following weeks involved some close matches against Ratcliffe College and Oundle School, 
but we brought what we had learnt from those matches into the next big tournament… the Team 
Leicestershire Final. The tournament got off to a rough start with the heavens opening and pouring 
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down hail during the first match. We 
remained focused and the weather 
cleared up. Yet again, great netball 
was played and yet again, we were 
undefeated in every match, leading 
us to win this tournament too. I’m so 
proud of our team, especially how 
far everyone has come since the start 
of the season. I am going to miss 
netball at LGS very much. None of 
it would’ve been possible without 
our great 1st VII coach and Head of 
Netball, Mrs Calland. I’d like to thank 
her for being the backbone of LGS 
netball for so many years and for 
making it so enjoyable. She will be 
sorely missed but I’m sure I speak on 
behalf of everyone when saying we 
wish her luck in her next endeavours.

Lottie Dixon, 2nd XII Captain
The seniors’ seconds team has had a competitive season with many matches. Despite the unfortunate 
losses against other schools, we constantly worked hard and the team spirit remained high. Our 
highlights included the South Leicestershire Tournament in which we won. This gave the team a 
confidence boost after some unfortunate games which we lost at the start of the season. In the Team 
Leicestershire Finals, we played through extremely heavy rain at the start of the tournament, and 
despite the inconvenient weather, we won the first couple of games. In a very close final game, we 
narrowly beat the opposition. As a result of this, we won the Leicestershire finals, a fantastic way to 
end the season. Many thanks to Mrs McNally for coaching us, and to Mrs Calland for organising the 
matches and tournaments.

Senior Netballers
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The Rugby season 2022-23 was eventful and 
action-packed for LGS, with over 65 fixtures 

participated in across various age groups 
and teams. The teams showcased their skills, 
determination, and resilience throughout the 
season, engaging in tightly contested games 
and displaying their passion for the sport.

Boys represented their school fantastically 
well, with many representing the county and 
the Midlands with great pride and enthusiasm. 
The season witnessed thrilling encounters 
across various age groups. The U15As lost a 
closely contested game by a mere two points, 
showcasing their determination and effort in the 
County Cup. The U14As celebrated a hard-fought 

Rugby
by Mr J R McCann, Director of Sport

victory over Wellingborough, triumphing by a 
single point. Meanwhile, the 1st XV consistently 
displayed grit and resilience in their fixtures, 
facing tough opposition with unwavering 
spirit. The U13As proved to be a determined 
and dogged side, with some brilliant matches 
against tough opposition and we look forward 
to seeing them transition to 15-a-side. The 
U12As were introduced to LGS rugby, gaining 
their first taste of the sport at school level. The 
season also provided several opportunities for 
the boys to enhance their rugby experience. 
They participated in the Rosslyn Park Rugby 7s 
festival, immersing themselves in the thrilling 
world of Rugby 7s. We also hosted the LGS 
Invitational 7s tournaments, featuring an 
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impressive turnout of 53 teams and 236 fixtures 
across the Lent term. 

There were several notable achievements by 
former pupils. OL Finn Carnduff emerged as the 
Captain of England U20, showing his leadership 
skills and talent at the international level. Paolo 
Odogwu earned a place in the Senior Italy squad, 
demonstrating his prowess on the rugby field. 
Additionally, Harry Thacker had the honour 
of representing the Barbarians, a prestigious 
invitational rugby team.

Looking ahead, the next season offers fresh 
opportunities for the boys to excel in the sport. 
Fixtures have been published, and the teams 
have entered various tournaments, including 
the highly anticipated South Africa 2025 tour. 
The success of the rugby program relies on 
the collective effort of various staff members, 
including teachers, ground staff, caterers, 
medical professionals, and officials. The program 
owes its achievements to the dedication and 
hard work of all those involved, and their 
contributions are deeply appreciated. 

 
U12A by Charlie Jones, Captain

The 2022/23 rugby season had many ups and downs.  Although we didn’t win many games, it was 
definitely great when we did.  Our standout win was against The King’ School Grantham and this 
elevated our hopes for the season.  The season ended with a Sevens tournament. This was great fun, 
and we ended the day with a win against Welland Park Academy. A big thank you to Mr Potter, who 
offered the team tremendous support throughout our first season together.  
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U13A by Rory Stimpson, Captain

This season, we have greatly developed as a team and as rugby players. For example, the first game 
of the season on September 10th, we played a very strong and competitive game against a good 
Wellingborough side, and came away with a 15-5 win. We played 11 games, winning four and losing 
seven. These stats may not seem extremely successful, but having lost with margins as tight as just 
one try against top schools like Stanford and Culford, we can all proudly look back on a season of 
massive improvement, especially the new players who have become key performers for the team 
in just one season. I think the strongest point of our team is our commitment and pride in playing 
for each other and for Leicester Grammar School. This was crucial to our success in the Sevens 
Tournaments at LGS and the Rosslyn Park National Tournament, where we won five out of the 
eight games and drew just one. Beating so many exceptional schools from across the country, was 
a highlight of our season, and will inspire us to do even better next year. As captain, I am proud to 
say that our team was led by everyone, instead of just a few individual players, and that good things 
could be said about each member of our team. We thank all our coaches, such as Mr Thaker and Mr 
Ellis, but especially Mr Ebbesen, who we were glad to have as our head coach. 

U15 by Sonny Alba, Captain

Following a successful previous season, the team were eager to continue in the same direction, 
with a highly anticipated opening fixture against Wellingborough. Unfortunately, we were given 
a harsh reminder that other teams had improved greatly, losing at home, and sustaining several 
injuries. As a team, we worked hard in training to remould our group dynamic, focusing on skills and 
teamwork. We struggled to match opponents for the first few games, but then had deserved away 
wins, against Bablake & King Henry VIII. Following another victory, Kirkham Grammar came in full-
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force and we endured another tough defeat. In our second fixture against Ratcliffe College, whom 
we had lost to previously, the boys gave a great performance, and brought home a well- earned win, 
with a convincing victory to follow two days later, against Welland Park. We should be proud of the 
progress made, and as a squad, look to continue this development into next season. Many thanks 
go to Mr Hunt and Mr Stubbs for coaching us and dedicating their time towards our progression this 
season.

First XV by Oscar McCarthy and Fergus Gilligan, Captains

The 2022/23 rugby season was one of achievement and a source of true pride for all members 
of the squad. The first block of fixtures was a learning curve for the squad, with tough matches 
against Princethorpe, Solihull and Wellingborough. However, the National Cup run would eventually 
provide the backbone to our season. We started the competition with a well-earned 25-19 win away 
at Ratcliffe, earning our place in the next round. Victory against the Royal Latin School, 52-0, then 
saw us progress to another home fixture against St Clement Danes, which the boys won 24-0. The 
following round of the competition, in the last 16 stage, was a trip to King Edward VI Five Ways. 
Unfortunately, we would come up short in a 28-20 loss; however, the manner of performance and 
how we stuck together as a group is something to be immensely proud of. The season finished 
with a narrow loss to Ratcliffe, and a thoroughly enjoyable Rosslyn Park 7s competition. Impressive 
performances came throughout the season; in particularly from Alex Kemp, Ali Kamel and Thomas 
Stahl, always leading by example. Year 11s Robert Wardlaw and Charlie Barkworth stepped up on 
numerous occasions throughout the season. None of the achievements of the squad this year would 
have been possible without the tireless coaching received throughout from Mr Ellis and Mr Reeves, to 
whom every member of the squad owes enormous thanks.
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Star Tennis Player 

Theo Coats
Interview by James Barton

Why do you like tennis?
I enjoy tennis as it has allowed me to 
meet new people and travel around 
England and internationally, which is 
nice. I also like the competitive aspect of 
tennis and participating in competitions.

Who or what inspired you to start 
playing?
I got into tennis fairly young, as my dad 
got me to start and I found out I really 
enjoyed the sport. Because many of my 
other family members played tennis as 
well, it was even easier to start. Roger 
Federer was a big inspiration to me -- he 
has been ranked number one for nearly 
six years.

How has tennis impacted your life?
It takes up a lot of my time, as I play for 
a few hours every evening, and as I also 
play in tournaments it takes up even 

more time, although I do enjoy it still. 
Traveling to play can also be quite tiring, 
which can make school work difficult 
at times. However, I have made a lot of 
friends through the game.

Would you want to pursue tennis 
further?
I do plan on pursuing tennis further: I 
would really like to get a scholarship 
with tennis to a university in the US, as 
I would like to see how well I can do in 
America.

What is your biggest tennis 
achievement?
Two of my biggest achievements were 
being selected for the men’ s county 
team at 15, which was a big moment 
for me, and winning an international 
doubles title at Liverpool in November 
last year. I am very proud of that. 
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Star Tennis Player

Tabitha Holmes
interview by Poppy Mayer, 6th form

 How has tennis influenced you to be the 
person you are today?
I started playing tennis at the age of four, so 
it has played such a big role in my life.  Tennis 
has given me discipline, not only on the court 
but at school too.  Playing at such a high level 
in a sport comes with a lot of pressure and 
difficult losses.  However, tennis has influenced 
me to be more open-minded about my life 
and to be more relaxed in situations that don’t 
need to become stressful. 
	
What is the best part of taking part in a 
match? 
Competing is my favourite time on court.  I 
enjoy every part when I am out there, but the 
highlight has to be winning.  The feeling of a 
match point, when you’re one point away from 
victory, is like no other. 

Are there any areas of the training which have 
helped you in everyday situations? 
Like any other athlete, there are always drills 
that your coach makes you do which you 
yourself would much rather not.  However, I 
have to accept that hard drills and exercises 
will help me to become a better player.  
Perseverance has therefore helped me with 
so many different aspects within my life.  I am 
able to tell myself that if there is a moment 
which I am not feeling my best about, that this 
is temporary.  I can and will finish the drill, so 
I can and will get through a tough, stressful 
time. 

What do you love most about playing and 
why? 
My favourite part has to be all the amazing 
people I am able to meet. These are people 
that I will be friends with forever and are 

great people to have on the tour that I know 
will support me. Being able to visit amazing 
countries abroad has enabled me to grow my 
confidence.

 How do you handle the pressure when playing 
at such a high level?
I used to be super hard on myself if I lost or 
played badly, expecting myself to win every 
match and play well all the time. However, 
everyone knows this is not possible. I have 
come to the realisation that pressure is a thing 
a person puts on themselves. This helps me see 
my match in its true perspective and that, of 
course, I am there to win, but more importantly 
to enjoy myself. 

What are your goals for the future? 
I have had the same dream for over 10 years: 
to become a professional tennis player.  We all 
know that this requires so much time and work, 
so I try and concentrate on smaller goals and 
achievements.  I would love to be playing in 
Grand Slams, but at the moment that seems too 
far away, and so for now, I am just working on 
bettering my tennis and enjoying the journey.
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